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The  Silver  Wyandottes. 
(Reprinted  from  Fajsm-POULTRY,  July  1, 169G). 

The  Silver  Wyandotte  of  today  is  the  result 
of  several  crosses,  and  combines  qualities  of 
several  different  varieties.  The  original  stock 
was  derived  from  a  cross  of  Silver  Spangled 
Hamburg  and  Buff  Cochin,  and  they  were 
called  "  Sebright  Cochins;"  the  earliest  date 
of  their  being  mentioned  being  is>6S,  at  which 
time  a  Mr.  John  P.  Ray,  of  Hemlock  Lake, 
N.  Y.,  was  breeding  Sebright  Cochins  with 
rose  combs;  and  two  other  breeders,  namely, 
Rev.  Mr.  Benson  and  Mr.  Baker,  are  men- 
tioned as  in  possession  of  the  stock  in  1871. 

Mr.  Wallace,  in  his  excellent  book, "  "Wyan- 
dottes, Silver,  Golden,  Black,  and  While,  " 
says:  "Evidently  single  and  rose  combs 
appeared  in  the  early  Sebright  Cochins,  as  the 
single  comb  has  done  in  some  broods  since  the 
Stiver  Wyandotte  was  admitted  to  the  Stand- 
ard. The  birds  with  single  combs  were  much 
lighter  in  plumage,  and  the  lacing  showed  a 
very  close  resemblance  to  that  of  the  Silver 
Spangled  Hamburg."  Subsequently  this  foun- 
dation blood,  of  a  cross  of  Hamburg-Buff 
Cochin  (or"  Yellow  Chittagoug")  was  crossed 
with  stock  of  a  cross  of  Silver  Spangled  Ham- 
burg and  Dark  Brahma,  and  was  presented 
to  the  American  Poultry  Association,  at 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  1876,  for  admission  to  the 
Standard,  under  the  name  of  American 
Sebrights.    Of  this  stock  Wallace  says  : — 

"  This  type  was  from  a  cross  of  the  Silver 
Spangled  Hamburg  and  Buff  Cochin.  It  was 
conceded  that  this  fowl  was  much  superior 
in  type,  beauty  and  usefulness  to  the  Sebright 
Cochins;  while  other  parties  had  been  at  work 
to  obviate  the  faults  of  the  latter,  as  the  lacing 
was  too  light  and  too  indistinct  to  merit  being 
called  laced.  Single  combs  appeared  with 
rose  combs,  feathered  with  smooth  legs, 
bluish  white  with  red  earlobes,  and  blue  with 
vellow  legs.  It  is  said  that  a  black  fowl  of 
Breda  breed  was  introduced  in  the  crossing  to 
enrich  and  give  permanency  to  the  lacing,  and 
the  two  productions  being  crossed,  formed 
the  American  Sebright. 

"  On  the  presentation  of  the  American 
Sebrights  the  American  Poultry  Association 
acknowledged  the  promising  merits  of  the 
new  breed,  but  objected  to  the  name,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  suggestive  of  Bantam. 
They  knew,  too,  that  several  types  of  the  new 
breed  were  being  cultivated,  and  that  the 
admirers  of  each  were  desirous  of  giving  new 
names.  A  new  cross  of  Silver  Spangled  Ham- 
burg and  Dark  Brahma  now  appeared,  and  it 
was  much  in  advance  of  the  other  crosses  'in 
type  and  desirable  qualities,  although  it 
possessed  a  pea  comb.  One  party  earnestly 
advocated  single  combs;  Mr.  Whittaker  was 
in  favor  of  rose  combs ;  and  Mr.  Kidder 
strongly  pressed  the  advantages  of  a  pea  comb. 
The  petition  was  so  far  considered  that  Mr. 
Payne  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee to  settle  on  a  name  and  standard  for 
the  breed  ;  but  the  committee  failed  to  make  a 
report,  and  the  American  Sebright  had  to 
wait  till  1883. 

"  Happily  the  delay  prompted  improvement, 
and  the  product  of  the  Hamburg  and  Dark 
Brahma,  with  the  best  of  the  other  crosses, 
evolved  a  more  pleasing  plumage  and  type, 
which  appeared  under  the  name  Eureka.  The 
combination  of  the  two  original  crosses  with 
the  last  named  formed  a  desirable  breed;  and 
from  that  time  on  they  grew  in  popularity, 
and  their  sales  became  really  marvellous, 
though  advertised  as   American  ,  Sebright 


Excelsiors,  Eurekas,  Ambrights,  Columbias, 
etc.  In  order  to  harmonize  and  settle  on  a 
name,  Mr.  I.  K.  Felch  suggested  the  name, 
'  Hambletonian, '  and  prepared  a  standard, 
which  was  the  basis  of  the  one  made  for  the 
breed  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  in  1883,  when  it 
was  admitted  under  the  name,  Wyandotte." 

The  name,  "  Wyandotte, "  was  suggested  by 
Mr,  Fred.  A.  Houdlette,  of  Boston,  an  enthu- 
siastic admirer  and  breeder  of  American 
Sebrights;  and  was  suggested  to  him  by  a 
favorite  ship  of  his  father's,  of  that  name. 
Wallace  speaks  of  it  as  a  surprise  and  a  pill 
which  the  fanciers  had  to  swallow;  but  the 
name  is  distinctively  American,  hence  appro- 
priate to  so  distinctively  an  American  breed 
of  fowls,  and  was  a  happy  compromise  after 
the  half  a  dozen  different  Dames  the  breed 
had  been  called  by. 

It  would  be  well,  possibly,  to  pause  hfere 
and  call  the  attention  of  the  amateur  breeders 
to  the  remarkable  combination  of  blood  which 
is  merged  in  the  Silver  Wyandottes.  There 
were  Hamburg-Cochins  crossed  on  Hamburg- 
Brahmas,  and  a  black  fowl  of  the  Breda  blood 
crossed  in  to  deepen  the  black  color.  Is  it  any 
wonder  that  the  combs  came  some  rose,  some 


pea,  and  some  single?  Is  it  any  wonder  that 
some  of  the  legs  were  feathered,  and  some 
clean— some  legs  blue,  and  some  yellow — some 
lobes  bluish  white,  and  some  red?  It  was 
barely  twenty  years  ago  that  all  this  was  true, 
and  while  selection  and  careful  breeding  can 
do  much,  very  much  in  twenty  years,  as  the 
present  high  average  excellence  of  the  Silver 
AVyandottes  clearly  proves,  still  it  cannot 
eliminate  all  undesirable  qualities;  and  the 
experienced  breeder,  knowing  the  making  of 
the  breed,  will  not  be  surprised  at  the  out- 
cropping of  a  single  comb  or  feathered  leg  for 
many  years  to  come. 

The  Plymouth  Rocks  have  been  made  about 
twice  as  long  as  the  Silver  Wyandottes,  and 
an  occasional  feathered  leg  or  toe  still  crops 
out  in  the  Rocks.  The  writer  had,  a  few 
years  since,  a  white  cockerel  sport  from  the 
Barred  Rocks  that  had  a  well  defined  pea 
comb. 

Wallace  says :  "  The  "Wyandotte  met  a 
hearty  welcome  in  every  stage  of  its  transition. 
American  fanciers  began  to  take  an  interest 
in  new  breeds  of  American  origin.  The  Ply- 
mouth Rock  was  a  grand  success,  although  its 
color  is  much  against  it  as  an  ornamental  or 


fancy  breed  ;  the  Wyandotte,  on  the  contrary, 
showed  promise  of  becoming  a  handsome 
fowl  when  the  skill  of  the  fancier  had  brought 
it  up  to  staudard  requirements. 

"The  favorable  qualities  of  the  Silver  Wyan- 
dotte have  come  through  judicious  crossing 
and  improvement  of  each  cross.  After  the 
first  experimental  cross  theire  was  ' no  hap- 
hazard crossing.  The  Asiatic,  with  its  large 
frame,  robust  constitution  and  quiet  nature, 
transmitted  these  desirable  merits  to  modify 
the  nervousness,  sprightliness  and  non-sitting 
traits  of  the  Silver  Spangled  Hamburg.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Hamburg  has  transmitted 
a  share  of  its  precocity  and  prolificacy,  besides 
exterior  points.  The  original  crosses  served 
to  modify  the  Asiatic  characteristics,  and 
these,  combined  with  the  Ham  burg- Brahma 
cross,  established  the  '  happy  medium '  now 
characteristic  of  the  Wyandotte. 

"Egg  production  is  a  very  valuable  quality 
in  Wyandottes.  To  be  sure,  every  experi- 
enced breeder  knows  that  no  breed  of  fowls 
possesses  all  desirable  qualities.  A  breed 
may  be  handsome  in  plumage,  faultless  in 
type  and  carriage,  and  an  excellent  layer, 
but  if  we  desire  to  unite  splendid  table  quali- 
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ties,  kind  disposition,  domestic  habits,  an  1 
otber  merits,  to  the  other  qualities,  some  of 
t'je  former  would  have  to  he  sacrificed.  We 
can  get,  and  we  have  got,  all  these  in  some 
breeds,  but  they  are  not  highly  developed  ; 
they  are  mediocre,  and  they  do  not  excel  iu 
only  one,  or  at  most  two,  special  qualities. 
There  is  no  question  but  what  Leghorns, 
Hamburgs,  and  Polish,  properly  cooked,  are 
good  enough  for  a  royal  feast,  yet  they  are  not 
the  equal  of  the  Dorking  iu  point  of  table 
merits.  We  are  speaking  of  prime  merits 
here;  fowls  are  not  excepted  from  the  general 
laws  governing  animated  nature;  all  living 
things  may  possess  some  high  or  transcendent 
quality  individually,  but  none  possess  all  iu  a 
high  degree. 

"  The  Wyandotte,  although  not  excelling  in 
any  special  quality,  is  the  happy  possessor  of 
an  even  and  well  balanced  organism,  which 
makes  it  preferable  to  the  majority  of  breed- 
ers over  breeds  excelling  in  some  points,  and 
deficient  iu  others.  It  is  the  equalization  of 
useful  qualities  iu  the  Wyandotte  which  makes 
it  so  popular ;  there  is  no  excess  of  one  quality 
at  the  expense  of  the  other;  a  'happy  medium' 
is  established,  and  that  goes  to  guarantee  a 
higher  improvement  iu  all,  with  time  and 
skill.  None  of  our  standard  breeds  has  so 
many  different  elements  in  its  make  up,  and 
to  these  may  be  attributed  the  medium  quali- 
ties which  the  whole  family  possess,  as  there 
is  a  check  on  any  characteristic  exceeding  due 
bounds,  so  to  say,  by  opposite  characteristics 
of  one  or  more  composite  stock. 

"As  sitter  and  mothers  the  Wyandotte  hens 
will  perform  their  duties  faithfully.  They 
are  steady  sitters,  and  very  few  will  desert 
their  nests  after  the  work  of  incubation  begins. 
They  are  not  quite  as  industrious  foragers  and 
sci  atchers  as  the  Game  and  common  hens,  but 
otherwise  they  are  kind  mothers.  They  are 
not  so  restless  and  nervous  as  the  small  hens, 
and,  having  a  strong  dash  of  Asiatic  blood, 
they  do  not  lead  the  youug  far  away,  nor 
exert  themselves  in  diligent  search  for  food. 
There  is  a  quiet  and  contented  feeliug  in  their 
uature,  which  insures  confidence  iu  the  youug, 
though  they  may  be  from  a  restless  and  shy 
breed.  This  is  of  small  import,  as  the  major- 
ity of  fanciers  now  coop  the  mother  hens. 

"  The  Wyandotte  is  unquestionably  a  splen- 
did breed,  and  holds  first  rank  among  Ameri- 
can fowls.  It  is  a  breed  that  commends  itself 
in  various  ways,  utility  and  beauty  being  two 
of  its  chief  recommendations — two  good  quali- 
ties in  combination  ;  essential  properties  which 
no  real  fancier  is  disposed  to  ignore,  nor 
which,  indeed,  iu  the  interest  and  progress 
of  poultry  culture,  should  be  overlooked  or 
underrated." 

A  little  book,  "  The  Wyandottes,  Silver, 
Golden,  White,  Black,  and  Buff,"  has  been 
recently  published  by  W.  W.  Clough,  Med- 
way,  Mass.,  at  the  low  price  of  fifteen  cents  a 
copy.  We  want  to  recommend  it,  especially 
to  breeders  of  Silver  and  Golden  Wyandottes, 
for  the  article  by  Lee,  illustrated  by  feather 
studies  which  show  the  merits  and  defects  of 
the  different  lacings.  From  the  article  ou 
Silver  Wyandottes,  in  this  book,  contributed 
by  Dr.  N.  W.  Sanborn,  we  quote:— 

*'  The  Silver  Wyandotte  is  a  useful  bird. 
Nearly  every  one  who  has  fowls  keeps  them 
for  the  eggs  and  meat.  Where  one  person 
sells  eggs  or  poultry,  ten  keep  birds  to  supply 
home  food.  The  Wyandotte  is  a  bird  that  can 
be  put  easily  into  condition  for  the  table  at  any 
age,  from  ten  weeks  to  three  years.  They  are 
f-ull  breasted,  small  boned,  yellow  skin  aud 
shanks,  tender  and  juicy.  The  chicks  feather 
quite  young,  and  can  be  got  into  salable  shape 
at  any  age  from  ten  weeks  up.  They  are  the 
best  of  layers,  equal  to  any  during-the  warm 
months,  and  superior  to  many  during  the 
season  of  high  prices. 

"  If  you  want  the  maximum  number,  both 
of  eggs  and  pounds  of  flesh,  at  the  minimum 
cost,  you  can  find  it  in  the  Silver  Wyandotte. 

"  The  Silver  Wyandotte  is  a  beautiful  bird. 
A  low  rose  comb,  feathers  clear  black  and 
white,  bright  yellow  legs,  active  habits.  They 
do  not  get  fat  ou  common  feeding,  are  healthy, 
layers  of  brownish  eggs,  do  well  either  con- 
fined in  a  town  yard  or  running  at  large  ou 
the  farm. 

"  The  Wyandotte,  to  do  its  best,  needs  good 
housing,  good  feed,  and  proper  care.  Stock 
should  be  raised  from  birds  hatched  early 
enough  to  come  to  maturity  iu  the  fall.  The 


best  time  to  hatch  Wyandottes  is  April.  Then 
with  all  conditions  right,  they  will  be  laying 
by  November,  and  if  properly  handled  will 
continue  to  sing,  scratch,  and  lay  duriug  all 
the  snowy  season. 

"  The  Wyandotte  enjoys  the  reputation  it 
has  as  a  bird  as  being  a'  between.'  It  is  not 
as  large  as  the  Brahmaand  Cochin,  noras  small 
as  the  Leghorn  aud  Minorca.  It  is  an  'all 
round  '  bird.  While  it  has  not  so  much  meat 
on  the  breast  as  the  Indian  Game,  it  has 
enough  to  satisfy  the  demand  of  the  market. 
As  compared  with  the  Plymouth  Rock,  the 
proportion  of  meat  to  bone  is  in  favor  of  the 
Wyandotte.  While  no  one  will  go  far  from 
right  in  choosing  any  of  the  varieties  of  Bocks 
or  Wyandottes,  from  my  own  experience  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  for  me  the 
Silver  Wyandotte  is  best.  That  others  suc- 
ceed with  a  different  breed,  is  also  true. 
Unless  we  like  aud  take  proper  care  of  the 
birds  we  have,  failure  is  certain. 

"  My  experience  with  hens  has  satisfied  me 
that  the  pound  less  weight  of  body  of  the 
AVyandotte  is  more  than  offset  by  the  dozen 
less  eggs  that  the  Plymouth  Rock  lays  each 
year.  At  the  same  time,  I  know  that  some 
strains  of  Wyandottes  are  heavier  than  some 
Rocks,  and  that  the  egg  yields  of  different 
poultry  plants  vary  greatly.  I  have  seen  at  a 
poultry  show  a  breeding  pen  of  Silver  Wyan- 
dottes in  which  the  average  weight  of  the 
twenty  months  old  hens  was  less  than  five 
pounds;  and  at  the  same  place  the  pullets,  as 
shown  by  another  breeder,  averaged  six 
pounds.  In  beginning  with  poultry  it  is 
important  to  start  with  well  grown,  well 
matured  birds.  Late  hatched  Wyandottes 
coming  to  laying  maturity  in  January,  will 
never  produce  such  strong  sturdy  chicks  as 
April  hatched  birds  that  are  full  grown  and 
laying  in  November. 

'•  The  Wyaudotte  is  blocky  in  shape,  yet 
with  corners  so  rounded  as  to  produce  a  grand 
handsome  appearance,  both  alive  and  when 
dressed  for  market. 

"  The  plumage  is  that  of  a  modified  Dark 
Brahma,  the  clear  white  and  black  of  the 
feather  making  a  beautiful  contrast  when 
seen  iu  yard  or  show  room.  The  clean,  feath- 
erless  yellow  shanks  appeal  to  the  eye  of  the 
progressive  marketman,  and,  also,  they  do 
not,  when  the  bird  is  out  in  winter,  collect 
dirt  and  moisture. 

"  The  comb  is  low  and  close  fitting,  thereby 
avoiding  clanger  from  freezing,  even  in  the 
zero  days  of  the  year. 

"  As  sitters  aud  mothers,  the  Wyandottes 
are  faithful.  They  are  quiet  on  the  nest, 
easily  moved,  even  in  the  day  time;  do  not 
roam  too  far  away  with  the  chicks,  leading 
them  into  danger,  or  tiring  them  by  too  much 
distance. 

"  They  are  quiet  birds,  not  frightened  by 
strangers,  quick  to  learn  their  proper  places 
iu  the  houses. 

"  Writing  years  ago,  Mr.  F.  M.  Clement,  Jr., 
said  :  'A  general  purpose  fowl  should  combine 
to  a  great  extent  all  good  qualities.  A  breed, 
to  be  truly  entitled  to  the  name,  should  pro- 
duce hardy  fowls  of  good  size  and  form. 
Fowls  which  feather  and  mature  early  are 
good  egg  producers;  and  last,  but  not  least, 
good  looking  and  attractive.  For  many  years 
the  Plymouth  Rock  has  held  an  enviable 
position  among  farmers  and  fanciers,  but  now 
a  rival  appears.  The  Wyandotte  has  all  the 
valuable  points  of  the  Plymouth  Rock,  and  I 
think  is  in  some  points  its  superior.  My 
experience  with  this  new  breed  is  limited, 
but  1  find  that  the  Wyandotte  chicks  feather 
earlier  aud  grow  more  rapidly  than  the  Rock 
chicks.  In  form  they  much  resemble  the 
Dorking  —  a  very  superior  shape  for  a  market 
fowl  —  and  their  flesh  is  fine  grained  and  of 
an  excellent  quality.  As  egg  producers,  they 
are  equal  to  most  of  the  varieties  which  hatch 
and  rear  their  own  young.  Their  close  alliance 
with  the  Brahma  gives  them  hardihood  and 
good  size.  The  hens  are  of  the  proper  size  to 
make  good  sitters  and  mothers.  They  are  not 
liable  to  break  eggs  or  trample  the  chicks  to 
death,  like  the  Brahma;  nor  are  they  such 
persistent  sitters.  For  beauty  of  plumage  the 
standard  Wyandotte  has  few  equals,  and  it  is 
my  opinion  that  it  will  require  only  a  few 
years  to  make  the  Wyandotte^one  of  the  popu- 
lar fowls  of  America.' 

"  Looking  back  over  the  past  ten  years  we 
see  the  steady  interest  shown,  and  today  the 
Wyandotte  may  fairly  be  counted  among  the 
five  popular  breeds." 


Increasing  Egg  Production; 
Definite  Means  Give  Desired  Results. 

Making  a  strain  of  layers,  or  compelling  any 
breed  to  lay  all  the  eggs  possible,  is  a  matter 
that  depends  entirely  on  the  ability  of  the 
breeder.  It  is  not  so  much  a  question  of  which 
particular  breed,  although  some  breeds  lay 
more  eggs  than  others.  Some  breeds  are  called 
prolific  layers  from  their  uature;  Leghorns, 
Hamburgs,  and  Minorcas,  may  be  called 
natural  layers.  On  the  other  hand,  Plymouth 
Rocks,  Wyandottes,  and  Brahmas  were  orig- 
inally fair  layers,  but  by  judicious  breeding, 
careful  selection  and  scientific  treatment,  have 
become  as  good  layers  as  any  we  have.  Of 
course,  there  is  no  disputing  the  fact  that  hens 
lay  eggs  naturally,  b  t  to  compel  them  to  lay 
their  full  quota,  certain  points  pertaining  to 
care  aud  feed  must  be  understood.  The  best 
results  in  egg  production  have  been  attained 
by  experiments.  These  are  expensive,  but 
they  pay  eventually,  and  without  them  no 
progress  could  possibly  be  made  in  improve- 
ment of  poultry. 

What  we  feed  a  hen  brings  one  of  two  results, 
either  flesh  or  eggs,  not  generally  both.  It 
cau  be  readily  understood,  therefore,  that  feed 
is  important.  Old  fashioned  people  used  old 
fashioned  methods,  and  the  feeding  of  twenty 
years  ago  was  mostly  to  sustain  life;  in  other 
words,  hens,  like  all  other  animals,  had  to  be 
fed  in  order  to  exist.  This  idea  still  prevails 
among  our  farmers,  and  what  they  feed  they 
suppose  is  all  that  is  necessary,  both  to  main- 
tain life  and  to  produceeggs.  Skillful  breeders 
understand  this  differently.  What  they  feed 
is  to  produce  eggs,  aud  it  is  also  sufficient  to 
maintain  both  life  and  health.  Eggs  should  be 
the  first  consideration,  because  they  represent 
the  earning  quality  of  the  animal,  the  same  as 
misrepresents  the  earning  quality  of  a  cow. 
I  am  sure  no  dairyman  would  keep  a  poor  or 
indifferent  milker,  but  rather  would  replace 
her  with  a  better  specimen. 

Some  few  years  ago  an  experiment  was 
made  which  seemed  almost  contrary  to  nature, 
but  which  resulted  in  a  decidedly  better  egg 
yield.  I  refer  to  the  yarding  of  fowls.  It 
seems  very  natural  to  let  fowls  have  a  free 
range.  Their  instinct  and  their  inclinatiou 
seems  to  point  to  a  roaming  life,  when  they  can 
pick  and  choose  such  food  from  the  fields  and 
meadows  as  suits  their  fancy.  Yet  to  obtain 
this  food  required  a  deal  of  exercise,  and,  after 
all,  it  resulted  in  eating  to  live  rather  than  eat- 
ing to  produce  any  given  quantity  of  eggs.  It 
wras  thought  that,  after  careful  study  as  to 
what  kinds  of  grain  and  other  ingredients 
would  constitute  an  egg  producing  ration,  it 
was  foolish  to  allow  such  food  to  be  con- 
verted into  bone  and  muscle,  with  just 
sufficient  flesh  added  to  keep  up  general  health. 
The  yarding  system  had  in  view  the  idea  that 
egg  producing  food  would  actually  produce 
more  eggs  if  not  entirely  used  up  in  forming 
bone,  flesh,  and  muscle.  What  the  results 
have  been,  can  be  ascertained  by  those  who 
have  adhered  to  it,  and  are  still  using  it  today. 
Personally,  I  am  a  great  believer  in  it,  claim- 
ing at  least  a  thirty  per  cent  better  egg  yield. 

Yarding  fowls  has  another  advantage.  One 
is  able  to  determine  exactly  how  many  eggs 
each  coop  lays,  and  he  feels  sure  he  gathers  all 
the  eggs  each  day.  There  is  no  chance  for 
eggs  to  be  lost  in  the  grass,  or  for  some  obsti- 
nate biddy  to  steal  her  nest  in  some  out  of  the 
way  corner.  Of  course,  with  yarded  fowls 
the  labor  is  doubled.  They  must  be  fed  every- 
thing they  require,  and  by  hand.  Yet  I  con- 
sider that  the  increased  egg  yield  is  sufficient 
recompense. 

Feed  is  not  the  only  point  to  be  considered, 
however.  Better  care  than  common  sheds  to 
roost  iu,  means  good  houses.  A  good  warm 
tight  hen  house  is  half  the  battle  where  more 
eggs  are  concerned.  Food  alone  will  not  keep 
a  hen  warm  in  winter,  and  a  cold  hen  is  a  very 
poor  layer.  A  good  balanced  egg  ration  aud  a 
comfortable  house  to  roost  in ,  are  two  big  steps 
toward  increased  egg  production.  With 
yarded  fowls,  therefore,  should  go  good  houses. 
What  is  fed  a  hen  to  produce  eggs  is  helped 
along  and  made  to  do  its  utmost  duty  in  a  com- 
fortable roosting  place. 

It  is,  of  course,  necessary  to  yard  only  fully 
mature  fowls  or  pullets.  Young  growing  pul- 
lets and  cockerels  must  be  given  all  the  range 
possible.  They  need  growth  before  they  can 
become  producers.   They  need  plenty  of  bone 


and  flesh  forming  food  to  make  frame  on  VThich 
to  put  flesh,  and  thusdevelop  iuto  strong,  large, 
well  formed  specimens.  When  pullets  begin 
to  lay,  they  should  be  sorted  out  and  placed  a 
certain  number  in  each  coop,  aud  thus  left 
during  the  fall  and  early  winter,  or  perhaps 
all  winter,  if  they  are  not  used  for  breeding 
purposes.  When  once  placed  they  should  not 
be  moved,  as  it  interferes  materially  with  egg 
production,  and  sometimes  checks  laying  for 
two  weeks  or  more.  Pullets  are  our  best  lay- 
ers —  that  is,  they  lay  the  most  eggs  —  hence 
the  profit  from  them  is  greater  than  that  from 
fowls  of  any  other  age.  Many  prominent  egg 
farmers  keep  only  pullets,  selling  them  off  as 
soon  as  they  become  yearlings.  This  is  cer- 
tainly a  smart  idea  where  the  greatest  returns 
are  looked  for,  but  it  is  not  wholly  popular, 
because  of  the  superior  breeding  qualities  of 
yearlings  over  pullets. 

Yarded  fowls  are  actually  fowls  iu  confine- 
ment. The  yards, therefore, should  belarge— 
as  large  as  possible.  I  should  not  think  of 
giving  fifteen  fowls  less  space  than  thirteen 
hundred  square  feet  —  and  fifteen  hundred 
would  be  better.  This  makes  a  one  hundred 
and  thirty  or  one  hundred  aud  fifty  by  ten 
foot  yard,  and  will  be  sufficient  room  iu  which 
to  keep  the  above  number  in  perfect  health, 
aud  to  obtain  best  results.  All  foods  cau  be 
given  easily  except  green  food,  and  this  is  of 
as  great,  if  not  greater,  importance  than  all 
others.  Early  in  the  spring  young  rye  (  same 
iu  the  fall  )  may  be  depended  on,  but  this 
soon  disappears,  and  is  consumed  by  the  hun- 
gry flock.  Its  place  must  be  taken  by  a  con- 
stant daily  supply.  Half  the  yard  can  be 
shut  off  aud  sown  with  oats,  which  will  soon 
appear  above  the  ground  and  prove  a  delicious 
morsel  to  be  eagerly  devoured.  After  this  we 
must  depend  on  all  kinds  of  vegetables  and 
vegetable  tops —  iu  fact,  anything  that  is  green 
and  acceptable  to  the  fowls. 

When  the  fowls  begin  to  moult  in  July  or 
August,  as  they  should  if  properly  handled, 
they  may  be  let  out  iuto  an  outside  run  and 
given  free  range.  Here  is  a  situation  where 
free  range  is  beneficial.  The  food  is  no  longer 
given  for  egg  production,  but  to  grow  feathers, 
and  hence  the  object  is  to  keep  up  the  general 
health  and  maintain  the  flock  as  robust  as 
possible.  When  moulting  is  over,  and  the 
sigus  of  laying  appear,  back  into  the  yards  they 
must  go,  and  the  producing  process  begins 
again.  —  E.  O.  Roessle,  in  Country  Gentle- 
man. 

A  First  Experience  in  Hatching. 

Written  tor  Fakm-Poultry. 

For  many  years  I  have  had  a  lingering  fond- 
ness for  poultry,  and  a  visit  to  the  Madison 
Square  Garden  show  finished  the  business.  I 
am  now,  iu  a  small  way,  a  full  fledged  poul- 
try man. 

It  was  fascinating  to  see  the  incubators  at 
the  show  hatching  every  egg — and  impressed 
me  to  the  extent  of  then  and  there  becoming 
the  owner  of  a  120-egg  machine  and  indoor 
brooder. 

The  first  hatch  came  off  March  31st,  and 
resulted  in  forty-one  Wyandotte  and  B.  Rock 
chicks;  one  of  them  a  cripple,  out  of  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  eggs  — seventy-three  per 
cent  of  those  that  were  fertile.  I  was  dis- 
appointed ;  but  putting  them  in  the  brooder, 
started  in  fear  and  trembling  to  raise  them 
after  the  method  recommended  in  Farm- 
Poulthy,  and  have  now  as  my  reward 
twenty  pullets  weighing,  at  live  months,  four 
pounds  each,  and  sixteen  cockerels  weighing 
at  the  same  age  five  pounds  each.  As  one  of 
these  pullets  began  laying  August  29th,  aud 
three  more  have  since  started,  I  begin  to  feel 
encouraged. 

My  experience  from  this  and  three  sub- 
sequent hatches  confirms  me  in  the  belief  that 
for  the  first  year,  on  a  small  scale,  raising 
thoroughbred  poultry  doesn't  pay,  except  in 
pleasure  to  the  poultry  lover.  To  be  success- 
ful thoroughbred  stock  one  must  have,  and  if 
next  year,  by  careful  management,  I  can 
hatch  from  my  own  eggs,  having  my  chicks 
cost  me  three  iustead  of  about  twelve  ceuts 
each  when  they  step  out  of  the  shell,  I  shall 
expect  to  make  my  poultry  pay  the  handsome 
return  that  poultry  will  make  to  the  success- 
ful breeder. 

This  year  I  have  gotten  a  lot  of  experience, 
and  a  number  of  infertile  eggs.        J.  T.  J. 

Melucheu,  N.  J. 
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Science  and  Practice  of  Farm  Poultry 
Keeping. 

By  George  A.  Palmer,  Esq.,  Poultry  Expert  to 
Die  Warwickshire  County  Council  Training  Farm. 

[Note. —  The  editor  of  this  paper  visited 
|  Mr.  Palmer's  interesting  farm ,  near  Coventry, 
Eng.,  in  the  summer  of  '97.  What  he  saw 
there  is  told  in  the  article,  "  Another  Practi- 
cal Poultry  Farm  in  England,"  page  340,  Oct. 
1st,  '97,  F.-P.] 

If  ever  the  enormous  imports  of  poultry 
and  poultry  produce  are  to  be  materially 
decreased  it  can  only  be  by  the  farmers  of 
this  country  taking  up  the  matter  seriously, 
and  this  has  hitherto  not  been  done.  After 
twenty-three  years  spent  in  ordinary  farming 
and  poultry  keeping  combined,  I  unhesitat- 
ingly assert  that  the  two  must  run  together, 
and  that  the  poultry  will  be  found  as  valuable 
in  assisting  the  productiveness  of  the  farm  as 
the  clean  run  and  natural  foods  will  be  found 
advantageous  1o  the  poultry.  Our  output  of 
meat  and  corn  is  necessarily  limited  by  our 
acreage,  but  before  a  hundredth  part  of  our 
land  is  properly  stocked  with  poultry  the 
supply  will  have  equaled  the  demand.  The 
limit  then  will  be  reached  when  poultry  keep- 
ing ceases  to  be  profitable.  Many  think  this 
is  so  now.  I  hope  to  prove  to  the  contrary. 
Many  countries  certainly  not  superior  to  our 
own  for  egg  production,  find  a  profit  in  send- 
ing eggs  to  the  English  market.  Surely  then, 
we  with  the  best  market  of  the  world  at  our 
doors,  ought  to  be  able  to  make  poultry  pay. 
That  we  can  I  know,  and  I  will  give  you  a 
few  instances  that  have  come  under  my  notice 
quite  recently.  I  have  not  asked  permission 
to  use  the  names  in  public,  butshall  be  pleased 
to  hand  them  to  our  chairman.  One,  a  farmer 
iu  the  Stratford-on-Avon  district,  occupying 
about  two  hundred  acres  of  mixed  land,  and 
I  am  proud  to  say  a' pupil  of  my  own,  who 
has  adopted  my  system  entirely,  showed  me 
his  books  and  proved  that  his  stock  of  about 
three  hundred  hens  left  behind  last  year  a 
clear  profit  of  £100,  after  paying  all  expenses. 
A  gentleman  in  Leicestershire,  grazing  about 
five  hundred  acres  of  his  own  land,  made 
£80  net  profit  last  year  from  a  stock  of  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty.  Other  farmers  in 
Mid- Worcestershire,  East  Worcestershire, 
Xorth  Warwickshire,  and  South  Leicester- 
s'lire,  men  occupying  from  t'.vo  hundred  to 
nine  hundred  acres  each,  have  lately  assured 


me  that  they  find  poultry  the  best  paying 
branch  of  the  farm.  They  are  all  excellent 
business  men,  two  at  least  of  them  well  known 
in  the  show  ring  as  pedigree  horse  and  cattle 
breeders;  they  are  not  fanciers,  but  all  utility 
poultry  keepers,  selling  birds  and  eggs  at 
ordinary  market  prices,  and  they  have  all 
adopted  the  system  of  spreading  the  birds 
thinly  about  the  farm. 

Before  I  took  up  pure  breeding  and  devoted 
myself  t6  the  difficult  art  of  combining  beauty 
and  utility,  I  usually  kept  about  one  thousand 
laying  hens,  chiefly  first  crosses.  The  fact 
that  I  kept  on  year  after  year,  is  sufficient  to 
show  that  I  found  them  profitable.  My  atten- 
tion was  first  seriously  called  to  poultry  keep- 
ing when  corn  began  to  decline  in  price.  At 
the  present  low  prices,  which  we  must  now 
look  upon  as  normal,  a  profit  from  fowls 
properly  managed  is  absolutely  assured,  but 
everything  hinges  upon  that  oue  word  —  man- 
agement. I  spend  more  than  half  my  time  in 
lecturing  and  visiting  poultry  keepers  for  the 
different  county  councils,  and  although  I  am 
pleased  to  be  able  to  record  improvements  in 
the  industry,  much  yet  remains  to  be  done. 
I,  like  Christian,  have  to  fight  a  demon,  and 
his  name  is  Apathy.  The  most  serious  evils 
of  present  farm  mismanagement  are  crowding 
the  birds  on  the  acre  or  two  of  poultry  tainted 
laud  just  round  the  homestead  that  has  prob- 
ably been  overstocked  with  fowl  for  hundreds 
of  years;  inbreeding,  which,  however  useful 
occasionally  in  show  stock,  can  only  result 
with  utility  stock  in  decreased  productiveness 
attended  by  liver  disease  and  tuberculosis; 
the  neglect  of  pure  bred  sires  which  are  just 
as  impressive  in  the  poultry  yard  as  in  larger 
stock;  insanitary  houses  which  one  can  some- 
times compare  only  to  the  "  black  hole  of  Cal- 
cutta ; "  improper  feeding,  consisting  too  often 
of  any  odd  sack  of  corn  that  happens  to  be 
about  the  place,  or  worse  still,  solely  of  pur- 
chased maize;  and  greatest  evil  of  all,  setting 
eggs  indiscriminately  from  the  whole  stock 
without  the  slightest  attempt  at  selection, 
unless  it  is  for  the  largest  eggs,  which  result 
in  the  greatest  proportion  of  unfertiles,  and 
usually  bring  out  the  weakest  chickens. 
Truly,  much  remains  to  be  done. 

Another  fault  is  mixing  laying  and  table 
blood.  It  is  just  as  impossible  to  have  a  fowl 
that  shall  be  at  once  a  high  class  table  bird 
and  a  great  layer,  as  it  is  to  have  a  horse  that 
can  take  two  tons  on  a  dray  one  day  and  win 
the  Derby  the  next.    The  two  are  incompat- 


ible. Many  attempts  have  been  made  at  com- 
bining the  two  qualities,  most  of  them  utter 
failures.  The  breeder  within  limits  can  attain 
anything  that  he  aims  at,  and  fowl  that  have 
been  bred  carefully  for  many  years  for  table 
purposes,  will  excel  in  that  respect,  so  also 
will  those  that  have  been  bred  exclusively  for 
laving  have  reached  a  high  standard  of  excel- 
lence ;  but  the  two  are  altogether  of  different 
type.  How  much  better  it  must  be  to  have  a 
pullet  that  will  produce  the  greatest  possible 
number  of  eggs  during  the  two  years  of  her 
life,  even  if  oue  has  to  get  rid  of  the  cockerel 
at  no  profit  whatever.  When  table  chickens 
are  desired,  one  breeding  pen  will  furnish 
eggs  enough  to  hatch  out  hundreds.  There  is 
everything  to  be  lost,  and  nothing  to  be 
gained,  in  keeping  birds  of  table  type  by  the 
score  and  the  hundred  on  the  farm.  It  is  in 
choosing  stock  of  the  best  possible  laying 
breeds  and  crosses,  and  going  in  chiefly  for 
egg  production  that  the  English  farmer  will 
find  his  profit,  but  before  he  can  permanently 
secure  the  egg  market  iu  the  great  centers  he 
must  learn  to  produce  a  greater  proportion  of 
winter  eggs.  This  can  only  be  done  by  keep- 
ing half  of  the  stock  under  one  year  old,  and 
far  more  winter  eggs  will  be  obtained  by  keep- 
ing the  pullets  in  well  sheltered  runs  from 
November  to  March  iuclusive,  than  by  allow- 
ing them  at  liberty  in  the  open  fields.  All 
other  stock  except  chickens  under  two  months 
old  will  be  best  at  liberty  ou  open  grass  runs. 

I  do  not  advocate  small  poultry  farms,  for 
many  reasons.  It  is  so  well  known  as  to  be 
beyond  denial,  that  birds  do  not  thrive  so 
well  run  thickly  upon  grass  land,  and  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  rear  healthy  chickens 
under  those  conditions.  The  rent,  too,  has  to 
be  charged  wholly  to  the  poultry,  as  the  grass 
is  worthless  for  grazing  purposes.  The 
amount  of  natural  food  is  limited,  and  prac- 
tically makes  no  difference  to  the  food  bill 
when  birds  are  run  thickly;  but  when  the 
fowl  are  run  not  more  than  fifteen  to  the  acre, 
very  .little  grain  is  required  during  the  summer 
half  of  the  year. 

At  the  present  time  my  field  birds  are 
receiving  only  one  small  feed  of  grain  daily, 
(about  as  much  as  can  be  grasped  in  a  man's 
hand  to  each  bird),  and  they  are  quite  as  fat 
as  is  consistent  with  laying  condition.  Most 
of  us  have  no  idea  of  the  amount  of  natural 
foods  there  are  in  the  fields.  Not  only  the 
larger  snails  and  worms  that  we  see  the  fowl 
pick  up  so  greedily,  but  the  land  positively 
teems  with  small  insect  life.  When  we  walk 
across  a  grass  field  in  the  early  morning  we 
find  webs  trailed  all  over  the  grass,  so  that  it 
is  impossible  to  set  a  foot  without  breaking 
them.  Here  is  rich  pasturage  for  the  birds. 
There  is  no  sight  keener  than  a  fowl's,  and 
when  we  see  them  scattered  over  a  grass  field, 
each  carrying  its  head  low  and  picking  here 
and  there,  we  "know  that  they  are  finding 
foods  that  otherwise  the  wild  birds  would 
have,  and  converting  them  into  eggs  for  our 
benefit.  In  a  warm  showery  summer  I  have 
often  been  obliged  to  put  the  birds  ou  to  dry 
barley  to  correct  the  effects  of  the  too  plentiful 
supply  of  animal  food.  I  have  occasionally 
killed  a  fowl  straight  from  a  grass  run  just  to 
show  my  pupils  the  contents  of  the  crop.  I 
have  then  found  all  kinds  of  insects,  such  as 
spiders,  grasshoppers,  grubs  of  all  kinds, 
beetles,  grass  seeds,  berries,  weed  seeds,  and 
very  curious  objects,  sometimes  even  old  boot 
nails.  I  once  took  a  hen  and  five  chickens  to 
a  distant  grass  field,  and  did  not  feed  them  at 
all.  They  were  let  out  early  in  the  morning 
from  the  small  house,  and  she  reared  the  five 
into  fine  full  grown  stock.  This  shows  the 
amount  of  natural  food  there  must  be.  Curi- 
ously enough,  I  never  see  flocks  of  starlings 
or  rocks  feeding  upon  the  pastures  where  my 
birds  run. 

I  have  often  been  asked  which  is  the  best 
soil  for  poultry,  and  most  seem  to  think  alight 
sandy  gravel.  This  is  not  so.  Fowl  maybe 
kept  at  a  profit  upon  any  soil  but  a  wet 
undrained  clay;  still  birds  thrive  best  upon 
rich  pastures.  Where  the  chemical  constitu- 
ents of  the  soil  are  most  favorable  to  plant 
life,  there  also  will  be  found  the  most  animal 
and  insect  life.  It  is  for  the  above  reasons 
that  utility  poultry  must  always  be  considered 
as  an  adjunct  to  ordinary  farming,  and  the 
clay  must  come  when  poultry  will  be  looked 
upon  as  much  a  portion  of  the  farm  stock  as 
the  cattle  and  sheep.    The  poiut  I  propose  to 
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Evil  Dispositions 
Are  Early  Shown." 

Just  so  evil  in  the  blood  comes  out  in 
shape  of  scrofula,  pimples,  etc.,  in  children 
and  young  people.  Taken  in  time  it  can  be 
eradicated  by  using  Hood's  Sarsaparilla, 
America's  Greatest  Medicine.  It  purines, 
vitalizes  and  enriches  the  blood,  gives 
nerve,  mental  and  digestive  strength. 
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$3,  $4  and  $5  each. 

Also  a  few  Pullets  in  pairs,  trios,  etc. 


Barred  Plymouth  Rocks; 
White  Wyandottes, 
Buff  Wyandottes,, 

Brown  Egg  Strains,  "  bred  for  business." 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

South  Natick,  Mass. 

"210  EGG  STRAIN" 

  OF  

White  Wyandottes. 

Bred  for  utility.  Pullets  of  this  strain  mature  when 
five  months  old^  are  of  standard  weight,  and  have  aver- 
aged 210  brown  eggs  per  year. 

Vigorous  cockerels  for  sale,  S3  and  SS4  each. 

F.  Ee  WOODS, 

Formerly  at  Natick.  Mansfield ,  Mass. 

REMINGTON'S 

BLACK  LANGSHANS. 

i 

As  the  season  is  now  ended,  I  will  sell  a  few  of  my 
this  season's  breeders  to  make  room  for  young  stock, 
at  reasonable  prices,  Young  stock  for  sale  after 
Septe-aber  1st. 

J.  S.  REMINGTON, 
P.  O.  Box  136.  Greenville,  K.  I. 
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cU  Isy's 
R0WN  LEGHORNS. 

Noted  layers,  prize  winners,  and  non-sitters. 

J.  A.  BAILEY, 
No.  738 14th  St.,  Denver,  Colo. 

RAYMOND'S 


WHITE 
BUFF 


Wyandottes 


SILVER 
GOLDEN 


Arc  great  layers  as  well  as  PRIZE  WINNERS, 
and  have  rich  yellow  legs  and  correct  plumage. 

Cockerels,  extra  fine,  S3,  SI,  anil  S5  each :  a  good 
trio  for  $8.  WILL  H.  RAYMOND, 

Box6S6,      Central  Falls,  R.  I. 

Lice  on 
Poultry? 

By  use  the  fact  is  established  that  our 
Specific  No.  2  frees  poultry  of  vermin. 
Prevents  and  cures  roup  and  gapes. 
Applied  by  sprinkling  in  closed  houses. 
Send  for  free  booklet  and  testimonials. 

ANIflAL  GER/1ICIDE  COHPANY, 
159  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

DECKER'S  NOVELTY  LEG  BANDS, 

for  poultry  and  pigeons.  Perma- 
I  uent  success;  five  years  in  use;  a 
beautiful  band  for  the  show  room. 
Marked  with  any  letters  or  niini- 
'bersyou  wish.  For  pedigree  breed- 
ing we  make  sizes  to  carry  chicks 
from  shell  to  maturity."  When 
orderingpleasemention  breed,  how 
many  for  males,  and  if  for  growing- 
chicks  give  age.  Price.  25  cts.  per  doz. ;  40  els.  tor  '.wo 
doz.:S1.2operl00.   Send  for  cir. 

W.  J.  DECKER  &CO.,  Leonia,  X.  J, 
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deiil  with  next  is  whether  poultry  is  injurious 
or  beneficial  to  the  pastures  for  the  grazing 
stock.  It  hus  been  thought  by  superficial 
observers  that  fowl  eat  a  great  deal  of  grass. 
Even  if  they  did  this  is  not  a  very  expensive 
item,  but  I  am  convinced  that  although  green 
meat  is  a  necessity,  it  is  taken  more  as  a 
medicine  than  a  food.  The  question  is, 
whether  running  fowl  not  more  than  fifteen 
to  the  acre,  any  of  the  rent  of  the  land  should 
be  charged  to  them.  I  can  answer  this  with- 
out fear  in  the  negative.  During  the  first 
year  the  extra  growth  of  the  grass  in  the 
autumn  where  the  poultry  manure  was  scat- 
tered in  the  spring,  will  more  than  make  up 
for  any  eaten  or  trampled  by  the  birds,  and 
the  field  every  year  after  will  become  more 
valuable  for  grazing  purposes.  Much  depends 
upon  the  manner  of  feeding.  I  believe  I 
initiated  the  system  of  broadcast  feeding  in 
this  country  —  that  is,  sowing  the  corn  thinly, 
and  taking  a  fresh  strip  of  turf  every  day,  so 
that  in  the  course  of  a  summer  probably  five 
or  six  acres  will  have  been  fed  over.  By  this 
means  the  birds  are  always  feeding  upon  clean 
land,  a  point  the  value  of  which  canuot  be 
overestimated,  the  droppings  are  more  evenly 
scattered  over  the  field,  and  what  is  more 
important,  the  birds  not  being  overfed, 
scratch  eagerly  to  find  the  last  grain,  and 
improve  the  pasture  more  than  a  dozen  chain 
harrowings  by  fetching  up  the  moss  and  dead 
grass.  I  have  a  field  of  seventeen  acres  that 
twelve  years  ago  would  only  keep  cattle  in 
lean  store  condition.  How,  in  an  equal 
season,  it  will  graze  two  more  beasts  and  fatten 
them.  There  has  never  been  a  handful  of 
manure  of  any  kind  put  on  except  what  the 
birds  have  scattered  under  the  system  of 
broadcast  feeding,  the  manure  from  the 
houses  having  been  removed  to  distant  fields. 

Some  years  ago  I  saw  a  statement  that  the 
night  droppings  under  the  perches  alone  were 
worth  Is.  per  head  of  fowl  kept.  I  doubted 
that,  and  determined  to^ry  a  little  experi- 
ment. I  saved  the  nigntmanure  from  one 
hundred  birds  for  a  year,  and  sowed  it  on  a 
piece  of  turf  at  a  distant  portion  of  the  farm, 
manuring  the  adjoining  strip  with  dissolved 
bones.  After  allowing  sufficient  lime  to  be 
able  to  judge  of  the  result,  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  poultry  manure  equaled  7 
cwt.  of  th'e  bones.  This  gives  just  about  6d. 
per  head,  and  if  we  take  it  that  the  day  drop- 
pings would  be  equal,  we  do  get  a  total  of  Is. 
per  head  manurial  value,  a  profit  in  itself.  It 
is  so  well  known  that  the  manure  from  a  cake 
and  corn  fed  beast  is  much  richer  than  one 
fed  upon  hay  and  roots,  that  an  outgoing 
tenant  is  entitled  to  compensation  for  such 
feeds  used.  What  can  be  richer  than  the 
manure  from  a  bird  feeding  almost  exclu- 
sively upon  grain  and  meat?  Indeed,  one  of 
our  greatest  chemists  gave  us  an  analysis  of 
dried  poultry  manure,  showing  it  almost 
identical  in  chemical  constituents  with  the 
guano  that  we  have  purchased  at  high  prices 
in  such  enormous  quantities  from  Peru.  I 
am  tempted  to  dwell  upon  this  point,  because 
in  an  old  country  like  this,  where  we  are  com- 
pelled to  restore  to  the  soil  everything  we  take 
out,  any  means  of  increasing  the  fertility  of 
the  land  without  actual  outlay  cannot  but  be 
of  national  importance. 

The  next  point  to  be  considered  is  hether 
poultry  on  the  farm  actually  interferes  with 
the  grazing  of  the  stock.  For  horses  it  does 
not  seem  to  matter  how  thickly  the  birds  are 
run,  as  they  especially  delight  in  grazing  just 
round  the  fowl  houses  on  the  most  poultry 
tainted  spot  in  the  field.  I  have  watched  my 
team  horses  repeatedly  when  turned  out  in  a 
summer  evening,  walk  across  to  a  poultry 
house  before  commencing  to  graze,  although 
hungry  after  a  day's  work.  With  cattle  and 
sheep  I  have  not  observed  this  preference 
shown,  but  where  birds  are  running  not  more 
than  fifteen  to  the  acre  the  land  grazes  evenly, 
so  that  they  evidently  do  not  reject  any  on 
account  of  the  poultry  taint.  Indeed,  instinct 
seems  to  teach  animals  only  to  avoid  their 
own  excrement;  for  instance,  partridges  never 
spend  two  nights  upon  the  same  spot.  Sim- 
ilarly, horses  and  cattle  follow  each  other  for 
choice,  and  each  grazes  the  rank  overmanured 
grass  that  the  other  avoids.  So  reasoning  by 
analogy,  poultry  taint,  however  injurious  to 
the  birds  themselves,  as  it  undoubtedly  is, 
may  be  positively  beneficial  to  the  other  stock 
on  the  farm. 

The  shady  orchards  of  Worcestershire  are 


ideal  spots  for  poultry  keeping,  and  the  trees 
are  much  benefited  by  the  presence  of  the 
fowl.  A  few  months  ago  I  found  an  intelli- 
gent man  cultivating  six  acres  for  fruit  and 
vegetables  in  that  county.  He  ran  fowl  at 
liberty  among  the  trees  whenever  he  could 
without  interfering  with  the  other  crops,  and 
told  me  that  even  if  he  had  made  no  direct 
profit  from  them  it  would  pay  him  to  keep 
them  to  destroy  the  aphides.  He  fouud  that 
no  tree  painting  was  required.  When  I  add 
that  he  kept  bees  to  fertilize  the  blossom,  and 
bought  live  moles  to  turn  down  in  the  garden 
to  destroy  the  wire  worm,  it  will  be  seen  that 
he  was  a  man  of  above  average  intelligence, 
and  I  was  not  surprised  to  find  that  he  was 
corresponding  with  Miss  Ormerod.  I  never 
have  a  mole  caught  in  field  or  garden,  but  the 
idea  of  one  man  paying  a  mole  catcher  to  get 
rid  of  them  and  another  buying  the  moles  to 
turn  clown  struck  me  as  very  comical. 

After  this  digression  we  will  consider  the 
kind  of  houses  adapted  for  poultry  on  the 
farm.  A  certain  number  of  fixed  houses  of 
four  hundred  cubic  feet  capacity,  that  is 
about  enough  for  fifty  fowl,  will  always  be 
found  useful  for  surplus  and  growing  stock. 
It  often  happens  that  these  can  be  shut  up  for 
a  few  months  in  the  year,  so  as  to  give  the 
surrounding  grass  an  opportunity  of  sweeten- 
ing. These  should  be  erected  on  the  surface, 
so  as  to  remain  tenant's  removable  property. 
Shelter  and  proximity  to  water  are  the  first 
considerations,  and  for  the  former  advantage 
should  be  taken  of  any  means  of  breaking  the 
north  and  east  winds.  A  good  bank  and 
hedge  forms  a  very  efficient  wTind  screen,  and 
I  have  known  fowl  to  be  very  prolific  in 
winter  when  the  house  was  erected  in  a  dis- 
used sand  pit.  When  a  new  lot  of  birds  is 
taken  into  a  field  house  it  is  advisable  to  lay  a 
thin  trail  of  corn  to  the  water  for  a  few  days. 
As  economy  in  material  and  labor  must  on  a 
farm  have  a  leading  place,  I  shall  in  touching 
lightly  upon  poultry  management,  dwell 
strongly  upon  this  when  opportunity  offers. 

My  plan  of  keeping  these  field  bouses  clean 
with  the  least  possible  labor  is  to  purchase  a 
truck  load  of  sawdust  stable  manure  from 
one  of  the  railway  company's  centers,  heap  it 
for  a  few  months  under  a  shed  until  dry,  then 
to  put  a  deposit  of  about  six  inches  deep  on 
the  earth  floor  of  the  houses.  This  costs  about 
5s.  per  ton  delivered  at  the  nearest  station, 
and  is  worth  all  the  money  as  manure  for  the 
farm.  It  is  then  in  a  state  of  very  fine 
powder;  there  is  no  smell  except  of  turpen- 
tine, as  white  pine  dust  is  used,  and  this  is  a 
disinfectant.  There  is  usually  a  little  waste 
corn  from  the  mangers,  which  entices  the 
birds  to  scratch,  and  as  they  always  dust  in 
it  the  droppings  under  the  perches  are  kept 
covered.  Once  a  week  this  deposit  can  be 
forked  over,  and  will  so  keep  the  house  abso- 
lutely free  from  poultry  smell  for  months. 
It  finds  the  birds  plenty  of  amusement,  and 
they  spend  a  great  deal  of  their  time  in  the 
houses  during  bad  weather. 

The  best  corn  bin  is  made  from  a  burnt  out 
petroleum  cask.  This  is  inexpensive,  takes 
up  but  little  room,  and  is  so  saturated  with 
oil  that  the  rats  will  not  gnaw  through  it.  A 
few  vans  upon  wheels,  although  more  costly, 
will  be  found  of  great  service.  After  the  hay 
crop  is  removed  these  can  be  run  down  into 
the  meadows,  and  there  upon  that  cool  low 
lying  ground  the  birds  will  get  a  fresh  supply 
of  animal  food.  I  find  that  after  this  removal 
the  supply  of  eggs  rapidly  increases.  These 
vans,  too,  after  corn  harvest  can  be  run  into 
the  stubbles,  and  there  the  birds  will  get  their 
own  living  entirely  for  weeks  upon  the  shed 
corn,  to  the  benefit  of  the  laud  and  to  the  sav- 
ing of  the  owner's  pocket.  The  vans  can 
remain  upon  the  ploughed  land  also  during 
part  of  the  autumn  cultivation,  so  that  the 
birds  will  get  a  fresh  supply  of  natural  foods 
from  the  turned  up  soil. 

My  favorite  house  of  all  is  a  small  one  four 
feet  square,  built  of  five-eighths  inch  board- 
ing upon  a  strong  square  frame  of  two  inch 
material.  This  house  has  no  floor,  and  rests 
upon  the  turf.  It  is  moved  its  own  length 
daily,  which  can  be  done  in  a  few  seconds  by 
the  poultrymau  when  round  feeding.  By 
this  means  all  labor  of  cleaning  out  is  saved ; 
the  house  is  perfectly  sweet,  the  pervading 
smell  being  the  healthy  one  of  fresh  turf,  and 
the  manure  is  distributed  without  further 
expense.  Then,  too,  the  birds  thrive  so  much 
better  in  small  lots.   I  can  safely  say  that 


sixty  laying  hens  in  a  four  acre  field  will  give 
double  the  profit  if  five  of  these  small  houses 
are  used  at  a  little  distance  apart  than  if  the 
whole  are  housed  together,  feeding  being  the 
same.  This  small  house  is  easily  loaded  into 
a  cart  for  moving  a  distance,  the  birds  being 
caught  and  placed  in  a  hamper.  If  the  door 
of  the  house  is  two  feet  wide  and  three  feet 
long,  and  hung  two  feet  from  the  bottom,  it  is 
easy  for  a  man  to  lean  in  and  catch  the  birds, 
as  there  is  no  room  for  them  to  get  by  him. 
Many  of  my  breeding  pens  are  in  houses  of 
this  description,  attached  to  movable  wire 
frames  twelve  feet  square  and  three  feet  high. 
These  frames  are  simply  invaluable  for  many 
purposes,  such  as  chicken  rearing,  isolating 
and  fattening  cockerels,  etc.  I  have  paid 
some  attention  to  this  portion  of  the  subject, 
as  I  consider  proper  housing,  scientific  feed- 
ing, and  warfare  against  parasites,  the  car- 
dinal points  in  poultry  keeping. 

It  is  impossible  to  conclude  a  paper  upon 
the  practice  as  well  as  the  science  of  farm 
poultry  without  some  reference,  however 
brief,  to  general  management.  To  ensure 
success,  breeding  pens  must  be  used,  so  that 
ouly  the  best  possible  laying  stock  shall  be 
kept  on  the  farm.  A  saving  is  made  here  in 
so  greatly  reducing  the  number  of  cockerels. 
For  any  purpose  but  setting,  an  infertile  egg 
is  in  every  way  better.  To  prove  that  a  male 
is  not  necessary  with  the  field  hens,  a  first 
cross  Houdan-Leghorn,  possessed  by  a  man 
at  Nuneaton,  laid  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  eggs  in  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  days 
from  the  day  she  first  commenced  laying. 
This  is  not  only  the  highest  authentic  egg 
record  that  has  come  under  my  notice,  but  the 
pullet  was  kept  alone  in  a  back  yard,  and  had 
never  been  mated.  I  wish  to  avoid  trenching 
upon  the  subjects  of  other  papers,  and  will 
not  attempt  to  argue  out  the  merits  of  pure 
breeds  and  first  crosses.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
in  pure  breeds  I  prefer  the  White  Leghorn  as 
a  non-sitter,  and  the  White  Wyandotte  as  the 
sitter  and  layer  of  tinted  eggs,  followed 
closely  by  the  Silver  Wyaudottes  and  Buff 
Bock.  In  the  cross  pens  the  White  Leghorn 
hen,  mated  to  a  Houdan  or  Bock,  will  give  a 
pullet  of  great  vigor  and  prolificacy,  and  a 
cockerel  that  can  readily  be  disposed  of  for 
table.  Breeding  again  from  these  crosses 
results  in  degeneracy,  and  the  same  law  is 
equally  true  of  all  the  larger  farm  stock. 
The  time  of  hatching  for  winter  laying  pullets 
depends  partly  upon  the  breed,  as  the  "heavier 
kinds  take  longer  to  mature  than  the  lighter 
ones,  but  more  upon  the  manner  of  rearing. 
Pullets  hatched  in  March,  April,  and  May, 
and  properly  reared,  will  be  found  quite  early 
enough  for  best  winter  results.  Earlier  pul- 
lets are  too  apt  to  commence  laying  during 
the  summer.  In  the  months  mentioned  there 
are  plenty  of  broody  hens  to  be  obtained,  and 
however  useful  an  incubator  may  be  for  early 
fancy  and  table  poultry,  the  average  farmer 
will  find  the  broody  hen  far  more  reliable. 
My  incubators  are  used  during  these  mouths 
for  finishing  oft"  the  eggs,  and  are  of  the 
utmost  value.  At  the  final  water  test  about 
the  eighteenth  day,  those  eggs  containing  live 
chicks  are  removed  to  the  incubator,  thus  sav- 
ing any  loss  during  hatching  by  the  hens 
crushing  the  chipping  eggs.  Care  must  be 
taken  to  keep  the  incubators  running  at  about 
100  degrees,  as  the  heat  given  off  from  the 
eggs  will  soon  raise  the  temperature  of  the 
chamber  to  the  proper  degree. 

When  chickens  are  reared  with  the  hens  a 


DON'T  WAIT 

AND 

Then  Get  Disappointed. 

We  have  hundreds  of  R.I.  Red  Cockerels  suitable 
for  crossing,  grading  or  pure  breeding,  thai  we  will 
sell  singly  for  $3  each,  or  several  at  $2  each,  if  taken 
at  once.  No  low  priced  males  will,  how- 
ever, be  kept  into  winter,  or  sold  in  the 
spring.  Cash  orders  booked  now  for  fall  delivery. 
Circular  and  price  list  free. 

SAMUEL  CCSH.VIAN,  Pawtncket,  It.  I. 


October  15 

Prepare 

for 

Winter. 

Now  is  the  time  to  think  about 
keeping  your  stock  warm  during  the 
coming  winter.  Before  cold  weather 
sets  in  look  over  your  outbuildings, 
and  see  if  there  are  any  leaky  roofs, 
any  shingles  or  clapboards  coming 
oft",  or  any  cracks  that  need  stopping 
up  to  make  the  buildings  warm. 

It  is  poor  economy  to  have  cows 
and  horses  sleep  cold  in  the  winter, 
and  every  farmer  knows  how  much 
more  profitable  hens  are,  and  how 
much  faster  the  chickens  grow  if  they 
are  kept  warm. 

If  you  will  accept  a  suggestion 
from  us,  of  which  the  editor  of  this 
paper  will  approve,  you  can  fix  up 
your  old  outbuildings,  prevent  leaky 
roofs,  make  warm  your  sheds,  barns, 
hen  houses,  hot  beds  or  green  houses, 
at  very  little  expense. 

Go  to  your  nearest  hardware  dealer, 
and  get  a  roll  of  Neponset  Red 
Rope  Roofing,  which  is  made  for 
any  outside  covering,  and  is  positively 


water-proof,  wind-proof,  and  frost- 
proof. There  are  five  hundred 
square  feet  in  each  roll,  and  it  will 
only  cost  you  $5.00,  including  the 
necessary  nails  and  tin  caps. 

Don't  confound  Neponset  Roof- 
ing with  common  tar  paper,  which, 
when  exposed  to  the  weather,  will 
crack,  crumble,  and  quickly  rot 
away. 

Tar  paper  was  all  right  for  your 
grandfathers,  but  in  this  age  of  ad- 
vancement a  covering  which  is  very 
much  more  durable  and  economical 
is  required,  and  that  is  Neponset. 
It  takes  the  place  of  shingles  or  clap- 
boards on  outhouses,  and  back-plas- 
ter in  dwellings.  Any  one  can  put 
it  on,  and  it  will  last  for  years. 

If  you  would  like  to  have  a  sample 
of  this  Roofing  and  full  particulars 
before  you  buy,  send  a  postal  card  to 
F.  w'  Bird  &  Son,  East  Wal- 
pole,  Mass.,  and  they  will  send  it 
to  you  by  return  mail  free. 
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most  useful  coop  can  be  made  out  of  an  old 
bacon  box,  with  a  run  of  the  same  height  and 
width  and  about  five  feet  long,  attached.  The 
total  cost  of  material  is  3s.,  and  a  handy 
laborer  can  make  one  in  two  hours.  This  is 
far  better  than  the  old  hutch  coop,  where  the 
hen  is  kept  in  solitary  confinement.  The  coop 
and.  run  must  be  moved  daily,  so  that  the 
chickens  are  always  upon  clean  unsoiled  turf. 
After  four  to  eight  weeks,  according  to  the 
tim§  of  the  year,  they  can  be  taken  from  the 
hen  and  transferred  to  the  larger  frames. 
These  are  shaded  with  straw  during  hot 
weather.  A  frame  will  hold  about  thirty 
untii  they  are  large  enough  to  distinguish  the 
sexes.  The  pullets  can  then  be  removed  to 
the  field  houses;  cockerels  good  enough  for 
stock  purposes  to  quite  another  part  of  the 
farm;  and  the  mismarked  birds  can  remain 
in  the  frames  until  fit  for  the  table.  On  the 
whole,  I  prefer  chickens  reared  artificially, 
even  when  the  hens  are  used  for  incubation, 
and  cheap  homemade  rearers  answer  the  pur- 
pose with  me  as  well  as  expensive  bought  ones. 

In  chicken  rearing  we  should  bear  in  mind 
that  we  are  not  only  growing  so  much  weight 
at  so  much  cost,  but  that  we  are  also  building 
up  a  constitution,  and  that  a  badly  reared 
pullet  never  makes  a  profitable  hen.  Hence, 
foods  of  the  very  best  kinds  should  be  used. 
It  is  found  in  all  farm  stock  that  those  pay 
best  that  are  kept  thriving  from  birth,  and 
poultry  is  no  exception  to  the  rule.  I  do  not 
find  it  necessary  to  use  any  patent  foods  at 
high  prices.  I  have  used  this  year  (stewed 
in  milk  to  a  stiff  pudding) ,  rice,  groats,  wheat, 
maize  meal  (given  dry),  rice,  groats,  wheat, 
hemp  seed,  canary  seed,  buckwheat  and  dari, 
also  barley  meal,  sharps,  and  bone  meal, 
mixed  into  a  stiff  paste  with  milk.  For  meat, 
best  greaves  soaked  in  boiling  water.  For 
drink,  water  twice  daily  and  milk  once;  grit 
and  a  little  pulped  mangold.  The  feeds  cost 
from  5s.  to  12s.  per  cwt.,  and  average  8s.  On 
this  diet  I  am  not  only  satisfied  with  the 
growth,  but  have  only  lost  four  this  season 
over  a  week  old,  from  any  cause,  out  of  nearly 
a  thousand. 

I  wish  only  to  touch  upon  the  more  salient 
points  of  poultry  management,  but  perhaps 
the  most  important  thing  in  rearing  is  a  free 
use  of  insect  powder.  Not  only  the  sitting 
hen,  but  the  chicken  should  be  dressed  with 
pyrethrum  every  time  it  has  to  pass  through 
the  hand.  This  neglected,  really  fine  stock 
can  never  be  reared.  Gapes,  too,  the  scourge 
of  our  chicken  yards,  rarely  makes  its  appear- 
ance when  sufiicient  insect  powder  has  been 
used.  To  anyone  understanding  the  nature 
o(  the  disease  the  reason  is  apparent.  Econ- 
omy in  the  older  stock  must  be  practiced 
wherever  possible.    In  one  item,  grit,  a  great 


saving  may  be  made.  Although  when  my 
birds  have  the  run  of  a  small  trout  stream  I 
find  they  pick  up  the  small  sharp  flints  out  of 
the  shallows  for  choice,  yet  there  is  no  occa- 
sion to  buy  expensive  flint  grits.  I  find  the 
screenings  under  the  stone  breaking  machine 
at  the  granite  quarries  quite  hard  and  sharp 
enough  for  the  purpose,  cost  3s.  per  ton  at  the 
works.  Another  necessity  is  bone  meal  or 
one-fourth  inch  chips,  usually  advertised 
from  10s.  to  16s.  per  cwt.  By  arrangement 
with  a  local  bone  miller  I  purchase  these  at 
7s.  per  cwt.  This  is  less  than  the  labor  of 
breaking  by  hand.  Regarded  as  a  food  for 
young  growing  stock,  bone  meal  at  this  price 
is  the  cheapest  of  all.  With  laying  stock  the 
one-fourth  inch  size  is  preferable  given  ad 
libitum.  In  it  we  have  lime  enough  for  a 
perfect  shell  food,  and  the  phosphates  that 
eater  so  largely  into  the  composition  of  the 
yolk. 

There  is  no  hard  and  fast  rule  with  regard 
to  feeding.  So  much  depends  upon  market 
prices  which  are  always  fluctuating.  As  a 
rule  an  evenly  balanced  mixture  at  a  moder- 
ate price  can  be  made  up  from  sharps,  barley 
meal,  oats,  wheat,  peas,  and  maize.  The  two 
latter  are  very  bad  foods  alone,  but  to  a  great 
extent  counteract  each  other,  as  although  one 
has  albuminoids  to  excess,  the  other  fat,  yet 
the  two  about  balance.  Provided  prices 
admit,  oats  and  wheat  are  the  staple  summer 
foods,  with  meat  in  very  dry  weather.  For 
winter  may  be  added  a  warm  breakfast  of 
sharps  and  barley  meal,  also  peas  and  maize, 
these  two  grains  being  increased  in  frosty 
weather.  One  thing  we  may  claim  for  poul- 
try, that  it  is  the  only  live  stock  on  the  farm 
almost  independent  of  season.  I  cannot  close 
without  expressing  my  admiration  of  the 
choice  of  subjects  for  discussion.  Although  I 
have  purposely  refrained  from  saying  a  word 
on  the  "  influences  of  exhibition  poultry," 
"  marketing  problems,"  and  "  education  in 
poultry  keeping,"  yet  they  are  all  subjects 
upon  which  I  feel  most  strongly,  and  in  which 
I  take  the  deepest  interest.  I  feel  sure  that 
we  shall  all  leave  this  conference  with  our 
knowledge  much  increased,  and  our  belief  in 
the  possibilities  of  poultry  keeping  in  this 
country  considerably  strengthened. 

A  vast  difference  exists  in  the  flavor  of 
eggs.  Hens  fed  on  clear  sound  grain,  and 
kept  on  a  clean  grass  run,  give  much  finer 
product  than  fowl  that  have  access  to  stable 
and  manure  heaps,  and  all  kinds  of  filthy 
food.  Hens  feeding  on  fish  and  ouions  flavor 
their  eggs  accordingly,  just  as  cows  eating 
onions  or  cabbage,  and  drinking  offensive 
water  impart  a  bad  taste  to  the  milk  and 
butter.  The  richer  the  food  the  higher  the 
color  of  the  eggs.  Wheat  and  corn  give  eggs 
the  best  color. —  Maine  Farmer. 


Experience  With  Geese. 

The  Toulouse  variety  does  not  need  very 
much  water,  except  for  drinking.  They  are 
excellent  foragers,  and  are  especially  useful 
to  drive  on  the  wheat  and  oat  stubble,  as  they 
will  pick  up  grain  that  would  otherwise  be 
wasted,  while  the  geese  will  do  well,  and  the 
young  ones  will  grow  like  weeds.  Where 
there  is  a  large  number  it  is  necessary  to  keep 
them  from  the  fresh  pasture  in  the  spring,  as 
they  nip  the  grass  closer  than  any  animal,  and 
pull  up  quite  a  lot  by  the  roots,  thus  killing  it. 
It  has  been  frequently  stated  that  cattle  will 
not  feed  on  pasture  that  has  been  overrun 
with  geese,  but  the  writer  has  had  geese  ten 
or  twelve  years,  and  has  never  seen  any  bad 
results  from  geese  running  on  the  same  pas- 
ture with  cattle.  On  waste  land,  or  swampy 
ground,  geese  can  be  kept  for  a  mere  nothing, 
and  as  they  bring  a  good  price  in  the  markets 
during  the  later  months  of  the  year  they  will 
well  pay  for  what  little  trouble  they  were 
when  young.  While  there  are  several  vari- 
eties of  geese,  it  will  be  sufficient  for  my  pur- 
pose to  name  only  those  two  breeds  which  are 
found  to  be  most  serviceable  for  profitable 
purposes,  namely,  the  Toulouse  and  the  Emb- 
den,each  of  which  has  some  good  qualities, 
although  I  think  there  are  more  Toulouse 
geese  kept  than  any  other  three  varieties. 
Toulouse  Geese. 

Both  male  and  female  should  be  very  mas- 
sive in  proportions,  with  deep  perfectly 
divided  double  breast;  or  more  properly 
speaking,  bellies,  nearly  touching  the  ground, 
and  extending  well  in  front,  also  back  of  the 
legs.  In  the  female  this  double  breast  is  not 
so  much  as  in  the  male.  This  gives  the  bird, 
when  standing  at  ease,  a  square  appearance. 
The  head  and  bill  are  very  strong,  joiuing 
with  a  curve,  which  imparts  to  the  head  a 
pleasing  and  uniform  expression.  The  throat 
is,  or  should  be,  somewhat  developed,  or 
"  dewlapped."  The  color  of  the  bill  and  feet 
is  a  dark  orange;  the  head,  neck,  back  and 
thighs  are  a  dark  shaded  brown  gray,  the 
outer  edge  of  each  feather  distinctly  and  boldly 
laced  with  a  light,  almost  white,  shade  of 
gray.  The  breast  is  of  the  same  color,  but 
descending  even  lighter  between  the  legs, 
from  which  to  the  tail  is  pure  white.  The 
tail  is  gray,  with  broad  light  gray  or  white 
edges.  The  wing  flights  are  a  very  dark  shade 
of  gray. 

I  have  seen  in  the  different  poultry  journals 
quite  a  number  of  writers  state  that  Toulouse 
geese  are  as  a  rule  non-sitters,  but  wonder- 
fully good  layers,  but  my  experience  is  that 
the  Toulouse  geese  are  extra  good  layers,  and 
also  very  good  sitters  after  one  year  old,  and 
make  very  good  mothers,  hardly  ever  losing  a 


young  one  after  hatched.  As  to  their  other 
qualities,  the  goslings  are  very  strong,  and 
grow  very  lust,  and  if  a  good  place  is  handy, 
and  plenty  of  grass,  they  do  not  need  any  feed 
whatever,  but  of  course  will  do  better  if  fed 
well. 

Some  Facts  and  Figures. 

To  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  what  may 
be  made,  I  will  give  a  little  personal  experi- 
ence. A  year  or  so  ago  I  had  sr  Toulouse 
goose  hatch  the  last  week  in  July.  She  came 
oft"  with  five  little  ones.  Being  very  busy 
just  tbeu,  I  thought  it  would  not  pay  me  to 
spend  very  much  time  on  them,  and  they 
were  left  to  look  out  for  themselves.  The 
mother  and  goslings  started  off  to  water  (a 
stream  which  runs  through  our  farm)  and 
stayed  around  the  water  and  in  the  low  laud, 
sometimes  in  the  wheat  stubble;  but  she  suc- 
ceeded in  raising  the  five  goslings.  Some- 
where about  the  5th  of  December  we  killed 
three  of  them,  and  the  three  weighed  with 
feathers  off',  nineteen  pounds  each,  or  fifty- 
seven  pounds  the  three,  which  I  do  not  think 
is  a  bad  showing  for  geese.  Did  not  have  any 
special  care  until  about  three  weeks  before 
killing.  If  the  same  geese  had  had  care  and 
feed  they  would  have  weighed  close  to  thirty 
pounds  each  live  weight.  For  the  geese  sold 
we  got  eight  cents  per  pound,  so  the  three 
brought  $4.56,  or  $1.50  each.  I  feed  my 
goslings  very  little,  but  let  them  have  the  run 
of  the  farm.  They  will  do  no  hurt,  and  you 
can  fence  against  Toulouse  geese  as  easily  as 
against  a  pig  or  cow. 

The  Embden  Geese. 

This  variety  is  entirely  white  in  plumage, 
with  orange  colored  bill  and  legs.  It  is  not 
quite  so  squatty  in  appearance  as  the  Toulouse, 
somewhat  more  erect,  but  in  other  respects 
is  very  similar.  In  consequence  of  color  of 
plumage  it  is  necessary  to  give  the  Embden 
more  water  than  the  Toulouse.  The  Embden 
do  not  attain  the  same  weight  as  the  Toulouse 
by  a  few  pounds.  The  writer,  while  advising 
anyone  to  keep  only  thoroughbred  geese, 
whichever  variety  ^  may  be,  is  of  the  opinion 
that  if  one  wishes  to  raise  geese  entirely  for 
market,  he  will  have  better  luck  by  crossing  a 
Toulouse  gander  on  a  common  goose. —  V.  E. 
Josenhans,  in  The  National  Stockman  and 
Farmer.  . 


Miss  Lockheart's 

LETTER  TO  MRS.  PINKHAM. 

[LETTER   TO   MRS.    PINKHAM    NO.  67,104] 


"  I  cannot  express  my  gratitude  to 
you  for  the  good  that  Lydia  E.  Pink- 
ham's  Vegetable  Compound  has  done 
for  me.  I  have  taken  five  bottles  of 
the  Compound  and  two  boxes  of  Liver 
Pills  and  feel  better  in  every  respect. 
I  had  suffered  for  years  with  dropsy; 
the  veins  in  my  limbs  burst,  caused 
from  the  pressure  of  the  water.  I  had 
the  worst  kind  of  kidney  trouble,  faint- 
ing spells,  and  I  could  not  stand  long 
at  a  time.  I  also  had  female  weakness 
and  the  doctor  said  there  was  a  tumor 
in  my  left  side.  The  pains  I  had  to 
stand  were  something  dreadful.  A 
friend  handed  me  a  little  book  of,yours, 
so  I  got  your  medicine  and  it  has  saved 
my  life.  I  felt  better  from  the  first 
bottle.  The  bloating  and  the  tumors 
have  all  gone  and  I  do  not  suffer  any 
pain.  I  am  still  using  the  Vegetable 
Compound  and  hope  others  may  find 
relief  as  I  have  done  from  its  use." — 
Miss  N.  J.  Lockheabt,  Box  16,  Eliza- 
beth, Pa. 

Only  the  women  who  have  suffered 
with  female  troubles  can  fully  appre- 
ciate the  gratitude  of  those  who  have 
been  restored  to  health. 

Mrs.  Pinkham  responds  quickly  and 
withoutcharge  to  all  letters  from  suffer- 
ing women.  Her  address  is  Lynn ,  Mass. 


"CORED  TO  PEATH>Hft  *** 

is  the  startling  headline  of  many  a  newt-  n     at  the 

paper  article.   Hornless  animals  are  sate.  %  y    pi  "  orld'a 

mmm\m  m^mimA  Fair- 

causes  Jess  pain  than  any  device  jM^WW&b. 

made.  Cuts  on  4  sides  at  once— clean  ^jl^^  ^^^&s. 
and  quick,  no  crushing  or  tearing. ^^1^ 
Fuily  warranted.  Circulars  &c  JFfiKK. 

A.  C.  BROSIUS,  COCHRANVILLE,  PENN. 
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How  to  Select  for  the  Future. 

Eds.  Country  Gentleman:  —  In  selecting 
your  stock  for  winter  laying  hens,  it  is  always 
best  to  set  aside  for  this  purpose  the  strong, 
vigorous,  early  maturing  pullets,  not  neces- 
sarily the  earliest  hatched  specimens,  for  some 
of  these  may  not  mature  into  so  strong  and 
vigorous  pullets  as  some  of  the  later  hatched 
oues.  Size,  strength,  and  vigor  are  the  most 
important  features  of  a  good  egg  producer, 
and  that  is  the  first  consideration  to  the 
majority  of  all  who  keep  hens. 

The  vigorous  hen  is  an  active,  hardworking 
hen,  always  on  the  go  hunting  for  attractive 
morsels  of  food  that  will  build  up  her  constitu- 
tion for  the  duty  at  hand.  Her  very  activity 
gives  her  strength  and  vigor  of  constitution, 
and  like  all  of  the  animal  and  bird  creation, 
the  most  active  and  industrious  are  the  most 
prolific  producers.  An  idle  lazy  hen  seldom 
produces  many  eggs.  She  is  usually  overfat, 
and  longing  to  do  her  duty  as  a  market  fowl, 
so  as  to  end  her  useless  and  unproductive 
existence.  Hens  that  lack  the  energy  to 
hustle,  might  as  well  be  killed  at  once  to  save 
the  'expense  of  food  they  will  consume  if 
allowed  to  continue  their  useless  lives. 

An  idle  hen  is  always  a  lazy  hen;  an  idle, 
lazy  hen  is  always  an  overfat  hen.  This  con- 
dition may  be  either  your  fault,  or  it  may  be 
the  hen's  fault.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  time 
wasted  in  the  effort  to  reduce  her  to  proper 
laying  condition,  for  the  time  lost  in  this  pro- 
cess could  be  given  to  the  good  laying  speci- 
mens that  pay  for  their  keep.  We  all  know  it 
is  a  useless  waste  of  time  and  food  to  keep 
year  after  year  a  cow  for  milk  that  appropri- 
ates the  greater  part  of  her  food  to  making 
herself  fat.  Better  send  her  to  the  butcher, 
and  select  one  to  take  her  place  that  does  not 
rob  the  milk  pail  to  make  beef. 

Just  so  with  hens.  Some  naturally  accumu- 
late fat,  while  others  turn  all  their  food  sup- 
ply into  eggs,  only  absorbing  to  themselves 
sufficient  for  vigor  and  good  condition.  The 
most  noticeable  feature  of  a  good  laying  hen  is 
her  vigor  and  industry,  being  always  on  the 
go,  hunting  and  digging  for  her  living.  These 
conditions  give  her  a  bright  clear  eye,  and  very 
red  comb,  face,  and  wattles— the  barometer  of 
her  health,  and  the  indicator  of  her  ability  to 
give  full  return  in  eggs  for  all  the  food  she 
consumes. 

In  selecting  your  hens  for  the  winter's  egg 
production,  study  well  all  these  points.  We 
select  our  seeds  of  all  kinds  with  care  and 
judgment.  No  inferior  covv,  hog,  or  sheep  is 
selected  as  the  medium  for  increase  in  our 
live  stock.  The  future  milch  cow  is  selected 
from  among  the  daughters  of  tfie  best  milk 
producing  cows.  All  these  matters  have  our 
consideration.  Why  not  bestow  equal  thought 
to  the  selection  of  our  hens,  that  can,  if  pro- 
perly handled,  purchase  the  full  grocery  sup- 
ply for  the  family,  and  return  to  you  quite  a 
sum  of  money  besides? 

When  only  the  best  egg  producers  are  kept, 
then  you  can  feel  assured  that  the  chicks  from 
their  eggs  will  inherit  their  inclination  to  lay, 
and  by  careful  selection  each  year  the  egg 
production  of  your  whole  flock  will  be  gradu- 
ally increased.  This  increase  per  hen  is  a  . 
growing  profit  in  her  favor  that  will  more 
than  repay  the  effort  for  her  improvement. 

This  careful  selecting  of  the  better  layers 
year  after  year,  and  the  use  of  them  only 
mated  to  males  as  carefully  selected  from  the 
largest  egg  producers,  has  increased  the  egg 
yield  till  today  many  flocks  of  hens  average 
over  one  hundred  and  fifty  eggs  each,  and 
individual  flocks  of  pens  have  gone  as  high  as 
one  hundred  and  eighty  per  year.  This  shovvs 
what  careful  selecting  will  do  for  a  flock  of 
hens.  If  this  can  be  with  one,  why  not  to 
a  greater  or  less  extent  with  all?  In  these 
days,  when  the  average  income  of  all  is 
reduced,  we  must  look  with  care  after  the 
small  things  that  add  to  our  comfort. 

Formerly  the  average  egg  production  of  one 
hundred  hens  was  about  twelve  dozen  per 
week ;  today  it  is  about  twenty  dozen  per 
week,  or  a  little  better;  and  those  that  do  not 
average  so  many  or  its  proportion  from  their 
hens,  can  feel  assured  they  are  not  getting 
what  they  should,  while  those  who  use  the 
most  approved  methods  get  as  many  as 
twenty-five  dozen  per  week  from  each  one 
hundred  hens.  This  is  only  three,  eggs  per 
week  from  each  hen,  or  one  hundred  and 


fifty-six  eggs  per  year  from  each  hen  —  uot  an 
unusual  number  at  the  present  time. 

In  looking  over  the  yearly  egg  record  of  a 
lot  of  hens  kept  by  a  Mr.  Morris,  I  found  the 
average  to  be,  for  the  lowest  month,  thirty-five 
per  cent,  and  the  highest  seventy  per  cent;  or, 
in  other  words,  the  lowest  average  was  for 
each  hen  about  eleven  eggs  per  month,  while 
the  highest  was  twenty-one  eggs  each  per 
month.  This  ouly  shows  the  capabilities  of 
the  hen  that  is  bred  to  produce  eggs  when 
handled  to  the  best  advantage.  These  well 
known  cases  prove  beyond  all  question  that 
the  proper  selection  of  the  breeding  stock  is 
the  key  note  to  success.  The  best  of  stock 
poorly  handled  cannot  prove  a  success. 
Inferior  stock  properly  handled  will  do 
better;  but  well  selected  stock  properly  bred 
and  looked  after  will  do  truly  good  work. — 
T.  F.  McGrew.,  in  Country  Gentleman. 


Utility  Bred  Birds. 


In  the  first  place,  what  does  the  word  utility 
mean?  It  means  usefulness,  worth,  profit; 
and  the  word  utilize  means  to  make  useful  or 
profitable.  Accordiug  to  the  above  definition, 
then,  the  utility  breeds,  or  those  that  can  be 
utilized,  are  those  that  have  been  so  bred  that 
they  can  be  turned  into  profit. 

This  we  do  uot  always  find,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  in  birds  or  flocks  that  are  producing  fine 
exhibition  specimens,  and  that  are  bred  for 
that  purpose.  The  Standard,  I  am  also  sorry 
to  say,  is  responsible  for  at  least  a  part  of  the 
mischief.  Take  White  Plymouth  Rocks  for 
an  example:  The  Standard  calls  for  a  yellow 
beak,  yellow  legs,  and  white  plumage.  This 
at  first  glance  may  seem  all  right,  but  is  it? 
Do  these  qualities  go  hand  in  hand,  or  do  they 
have  a  tendency  to  work  against  each  other? 
My  experience  with  the  White  Rocks,  is  that 
pure  white  specimens  cannot  be  produced 
year  after  year  without  the  yellow  skin,  beak, 
and  legs  suffering,  as  will  also  the  vitality  of 
the  flock,  the  young  stock  being  weak  and  not 
growing  as  fast  as  they  should,  while  the  legs 
and  beaks  of  birds  a  year  or  more  old  will 
become  pale,  and  in  some  instances  I  have 
seen  them  almost  white.  I  find  that  this  is 
not  my  opinion  only,  but  that  of  other  first 
class  breeders.  D.  Y.  Taylor,  who  has  bred 
the  Whites  as  near  perfection,  probably,  as 
any  other  breeder,  says:  "  Don't  be  afraid  of 
the  yellow  tinge,  as  it  brings  out  the  yellow 
beaks  and  legs,  also  assists  in  keeping  up  the 
vitality."  J.  I.  Wilson,  who  is  producing  a 
fine  quality  of  Barred  Rocks,  says  about  the 
same  thing  concerning  his  breed.  I  might 
refer  to  others,  but  think  the  above  will  give 
some  idea  of  how  to  breed  for  utility  or  profit 
in  the  White  Rocks. 

While  there  is  a  certain  class  of  breeders  — 
and  may  tbey  grow  less  —  who  breed  espe- 
cially for  show  purposes,  the  majority  com- 
bine the  two  —  show  and  utility  —  to  a  very 
appreciable  extent;  and  a  few,  perhaps,  breed 
for  utility,  and  let  the  show  room  qualities 
take  care  of  themselves.  I  think,  from  my 
experience,  that  the  best  plan  is  to  breed  the 
best  specimens  possible  for  the  show,  when 
such  breeding  does  not  interfere  with  utility. 

The  first  thing  any  business  man  does  is  to 
take  into  consideration  the  wants  of  his  pro- 
spective customers,  and  he  will  watch  their 
interests,  as  from  this  must  come  success;  and 
success  or  failure  depends  entirely  upon  how 
they  succeed  in  pleasing  the  class  of  people 
who  deal  with  them.  Thus  it  is  with  the 
poultryman.  He  must  study  the  wants  and 
wishes  of  the  buyers,  and  must  strive  to  fur- 
nish what  they  want,  or  failure  will  be  the 
result.  For  instance,  a  certain  breed  has  been 
very  popular  in  this  section  for  a  few  years  on 
account  of  being  represented  as  the  fowl  for 
farmers.  This  breed  has  been  bred  almost  to 
death  for  color,  at  the  expense  of  size  and 
vitality.  Well,  what  is  the  result?  Already 
they  are  being  discarded,  and  if  the  true 
lovers  of  this  breed  are  not  careful,  it  will  get 
a  setback  that  they  will  not  easily  overcome. 
Utility  is  coming  to  the  front,  and  the  wise 
breeder  will  take  note  of  the  fact,  and  breed 
accordingly,  and  it  will  not  be  many  years 
until  show  qualities  will  be  compelled  to  con- 
form to  utility,  and  not  utility  to  show  qual- 
ities.—W.  B.  German,  in  Poultry  Graphic. 

With  poultry,  as  with  everything  else,  a 
good  breed  alone  is  not  sufficient  to  make 
money.  Good  feed,  good  care,  and  good 
quarters  are  also  necessary.— Maine  Farmer. 


Boom  Poultry  and  Eggs. 

There  has  been  quite  a  good  deal  said  of 
late  about  the  eating  of  meat,  "  butchers' 
meat,"  as  our  English  cousins  define  it,  and 
the  opinion  is  gaining  ground  that  the  most  of 
us  eat  too  much  beef  and  pork  for  the  best 
health  ;  that  the  general  health  of  the  average 
man  would  be  better  if  he  would  avoid  beef 
and  pork  almost  entirely,  and  eat  sparingly 
of  lamb  and  mutton  — confining  his  diet  to 
poultry  and  eggs,  fish,  vegetables,  fruit,  and 
bread. 

A  very  interesting  book  has  recently  been 
brought  to  our  notice,  which  bears  strongly 
upon  this  point,  the  title  being,  "  A  Plea  for  a 
Simpler  Life,"  by  a  Dr.  Keith,  of  Edinburgh, 
Scotland.  This  book  presents  a  strong  argu- 
ment against  butchers'  meat,  and  gives  many 
illustrative  examples  of  cures  effected  by  a 
restricted  diet,  and  especially  an  avoidance  of 
meat.  As  a  preventive  and  cure  of  rheuma- 
tism this  treatment  has  been  especially  effect- 
ive, and  the  subject  is  brought  to  mind  by  a 
paragraph  in  Mr.  Collingwood's  "  Hope  Farm 
Notes,"  in  Rural  New-Yorker  for  September 
23d.   He  say's: 

"Grace  Without  Meat. 

"An  old  disease  that  gave  me  great  pain 
several  years  ago,  nudged  me  in  the  back  last 
week,  with  a  warning  twiuge  or  two.  I  take 
a  hint  from  this  old  friend  without  waiting 
for  the  kick,  and  have  quit  eating  meat,  and 
drinking  much  tea  or  coffee.  It  is  quite  sur- 
prising how  well  one  can  live  without  meat. 
Eggs,  fish,  and  cheese  make  good  substitutes. 
It  is  hard,  though,  to  get  your  mouth  well 
watered  by  the  sight  of  a  piece  of  roast  beef, 
and  then  try  to  satisfy  it  with  some  vegetables. 
I  am  well  satisfied  that  most  of  us  eat  too 
much  meat.  'Tis  largely  nonsense  to  say  that 
we  can't  live  and  do  good  work  without  it. 
Of  course,  I  understand  that  people  differ  in 
this  respect  somewhat,  yet  there  would  be 
healthier  humans  and  happier  homes  if  we 
would  all  cut  down  our  meat  ration  by  one- 
half,  and  give  the  trade  to  the  hen  and  the 
cow." 

If  he  had  added  fish,  vegetables,  and  fruits 
to  his  list,  he  would  have  strengthened  his 
argument. 

The  same  subject  is  touched  upon  in  the 
"  Women's  Interests"  department  of  the  New 
England  Farmer  for  September  23d,  from 
which  we  clip  the  following: 

"  Boycott  the  Butcher.— Patronize  the  Gar- 
den, Orchard  and  Hen  Yard,  till  Meat 
Drops. 

"  American  Gardening  announces  that 
while  it  does  not  advocate  strict  vegetarian- 
ism, it  must  be  felt  that  there  is  such  a  thing 
as  intemperauce  in  the  matter  of  meat  eating. 
It  further  says:  The  average  family  has  meat 
three  times  a  day,  and  perhaps  a  ham  sand- 
wich between  meals.  The  eating  of  so  much 
concentrated  food  undoubtedly  produces 
functional  disturbances  in  the  system,  espe- 
cially in  the  case  of  those  engaged  in  more  or 
less  sedentary  occupations.  Bulky  food  is  as 
beneficial  to  the  human  animal  as  to  stock  or 
poultry. 

"  Instead,  therefore,  of  quarreling  with  your 
butcher,  or  arguing  against  trusts,  quietly 
double  your  ration  of  berries  and  standard 
fruits  and  vegetables.  A  good  roast  once  a 
week  tastes  all  the  better  after  the  digestive 
organs  have  had  a  rest,  and  the  nervous 
system  possibly  exhausted  by  the  diet  of  the 
vegetarian. 

"We  hear  a  good  deal  about  over-production 
as  the  chief  element  in  determining  the  very 
low  values  of  various  sorts  of  farm  and  garden 
produce.  We  think  it  is  oftener  under-con- 
sumption.  A  few  thrifty  housewives  adapt 
their  living  to  the  price  of  food,  but  the  aver- 
age buyer  orders  just  as  much  beef  steak  or  a 
leg  of  mutton  of  a  certain  size  without  regard  ' 
to  the  relative  prices  of  other  meats,  or  the 
price  of  other  articles  of  food.  For  example, 
while  potatoes  were  retailing  at  $1.25  a  bushel 
in  the  New  York  markets,  summer  squash 
could  hardly  be  given  away ;  probably  not  one 
housewife  in  a  thousand  thought  of  such  a 
thiug  as  substituting  squash  for  potatoes,  even 
for  one  meal.  Intelligent  economy  along 
these  lines  would  equalize  values,  and  do  more 
to  modify  extortions  of  the  trusts  than  all  the 
talk  in  the  world.  If  potatoes  are  high,  sell 
them,  and  eat  squash.  When  the  price  of 
beef  is  advanced,  as  it  has  been  recently ,  make 


corn  fritters,  fry  tomatoes  and  egg  plant. 
Use  all  the  apple  sauce  you  can  ;  have  a  chicken 
pot  pie  occasionally.  In  short,  don't  hail  the 
butcher's  wagon.  After  he  has  driven  by  a 
few  times  the  beef  trust  will  want  to  know 
the  reason,  and  there  will  be  a  drop  in  the 
price  of  meat.  There  are  many  ways  of  cook- 
ing vegetables  and  fruits  —  the  possibilities  of 
the  products  of  the  home  garden  are  not 
dreamed  of  in  the  philosophy  of  the  average 
American  housewife." 

It  has  long  been  a  "  point  of  doctrine"  with 
us  that  a  greater  consumption  of  poultry  and 
eggs,  and  lesser  consumption  of  beef,  pork, 
and  mutton,  would  be  decidedly  advantageous 
to  both  the  physical  and  mental  health  of  our 
fellow  men,  and  we  are  heartily  glad  to  see 
this  subject  advocated  by  our  contemporaries. 
Propagating  knowledge  in  this  direction  will 
not  only  promote  our  physical  well  being,  but 
benefit  the  poultry  industry  also. 

Therefore  we  say,  "boom  poultry  and  eggs." 


when  fed  with  the  things  eggs 
are  made  of.  Eggs  are  mostly 
albumen,  produced  by  the  hens 
i  from  the  protein  they  absorb 
from  their  food. 

Bowker's  Animal  Meal 
gives  a  hen  the  maximum  of 
protein  and  other  egg  making 
material.  Always  sold  in 
yellow  bags  and  packages. 

The  Bowker  Co., 

43  Chatham  St.,  Boston. 


213  EGG  STRAIN 


W.  WYANDOTTES 


Prize  winners  and  heavy  layers  combined. 

Send  for  price  list  and  testimonial  circular,  and 
deal  witli  a  man  that  will  use  you  square. 
As  egg  producers  they  are  all  right : 
As  fancy  birds  they  are  out  of  sight. 

F.  P.  PULSIFER, 

Spurr  Street,  NatiCk,  MaSS. 


95!  HATCHES 


are  often  reported  by  those 
who  use  a 

SUCCESSFUL 

INCUBATOR 


One  reason  for  this  record  is  absolute  uniformity  of 
temperature  in  egg  chamber.  Correct  instructions 
for  operating;  has  fire-proof  lamp.  "Will  hatch  every 
egg  that  can  be  hatched.  Send  6c.  for  new  148-page 
catalogue.  Filled  with  hen  information  and  plans 
of  poultry  houses. 

DES  MOINES  INCUBATOR  CO. 

Sox     14,  Dee  Moines,  Iowa. 


CUT  CLOVER. 


Niagara  Brand.  New  Crop. 

One-eighth  Inch  lengths.  Cut  and  cu red  expressly 
for  poultry.  No  adulteration.  Warranted  pure 
Clover,  and  strictly  up  to  dale.  Sl.M  per  100:  $7  per 
600;  prices  to  the  trade.  Buy  your  winter's  supply 
now,  and  have  It  ready  for  use.  Circulars. 

CUKTISS  &  CO,  Sole  Manufacturers. 

Rangomville,  r»T.  Y. 

W.  Wyandottes,  Pekiu  Ducks  our  specialties. 
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Farm-  Poultry 
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An  Ambitious  Plan. 


We  sometimes  receive  letters  which  we 
think  are  written  just  to  see  what  kind  of 
answer  we  will  make  to  them;  and  this  may 
be  one  of  that  kind.  We  will,  however,  give 
it  here,  and  make  an  attempt  to  answer  it, 
hard  as  the  task  is. 

"Although  not  a  subscriber  to  your  valu- 
able paper,  it  is  from  constant  reading  of  it 
that  I  became  interested  in  poultry,  and 
started  in  the  business  with  a  small  flock.  I 
am  a  young  man,  and  desirous  of  going  to 
college,  and  want,  if  possible,  to  use  poultry 
as  a  means  of  paying  my  way.  The  plan  I 
had  mapped  out  was  . this:  To  rent  a  place 
sufficient  to  keep  three  huudred  hens  on,  with 
buildings  sufficiently  large  and  warm,  although 
possibly  not  such  as  I  would  were  I  to  stay  at 
the  business  permanently.  To  sell  eggs  in 
Boston  markets,  and  perhaps  some  to  retail 
customers. 

"  Do  you  suppose  that  if  this  fall  I  bought 
three  hundred  early  pullets  of  some  such 
breeder  as  Mr.  Wyekoff,  of  Grotou,  N.  Y.,  I 
would  be  able  by  judicious  feeding  and  care, 
to  realize  $2  on  each  fowl  per  year?  I  realize 
that  this  is  not  the  way  you  advise  starting, 
yet,  under  the  circumstances,  it  it  the  only 
way  to  get  an  immediate  income.?' 

There  is  no  doubt  but  with  right  food  and 
care  a*mau  can  make  $ 3  a  year  from  each  hen 
kept;  but  how  can  our  frieud  attend  to  the 
right  food  and  care,  and  give  the  necessary 
time  and  attention  to  his  college  studies?  He 
will  be  almost  certain  to  neglect  one  or  the 
other.  If  he  neglects  the  proper  food  and 
care,  it  will  be  not  only  disastrous  to  the  hens, 
but  disastrous  to  the  income,  also,  and  then  ■ 
where  will  he  be? 

The  scheme  is  liable  to  several  slip-ups. 
Where  can  he  find  the  place  suitably  equipped 
for  three  hundred  hens  that  he  can  rent? 
Buildings  and  equipment  for  three  hundred 
hens  cost  something,  and  are  not  rented  (if 
rented  at  all)  for  a  song.  We  know  of  a 
plant  with  buildings  for  five  hundred  hens 
that  could  probably  be  rented,  but  it  would 
cost  more  to  get  them  fit  for  occupancy  than 
good  scratching  shed  houses  for  three  hundred 
head  could  be  built  for.  Is  our  young  man 
figuring  on  possible  repairs,  which  will  cut  a 
goodly  slice  out  of  his  capital,  or  must  come 
out  of  the  first  year's  earnings?  Without  the 
buildings  being  in  fairly  good  order  his  food 
and  care  will  go  for  naught,  and  the  whole 
enterprise  end  in  disaster. 

How  much  does  our  young  friend  think 
three  hundred  good  pullets,  raised  by  some 
such  breeder  as  Mr.  Wyekoff,  could  be  bought 
for?  A  conservative  estimate  would  be  $600 
—  two  dollars  apiece  — and  they  are  really 
worth  more  than  that.  Then  there  is  an 
expense  of  $40  to  $50  to  get  them  to  their 
new  home;  it  would  cost  something  to  get 
three  hundred  good  pullets  from  Grotou,  N. 
Y.,  to  the  vicinity  of  Boston. 

Breeders  who  have  this  year  got  three  hun- 
dred good  early  batched  pullets  to  sell  are 
scarce,  and  our  friend  might  find  it  difficult 
to  get  them.  He  might  argue  that  a  breeder 
would  be  glad  to  sell  them  all  in  one  lot  at  a 
lower  figure.  Not  so,  because  he  would  then 
be  obliged  to  turn  away  thirty  customers  who 
wanted  say  ten  each,  and  thirty  pleased  cus- 
tomers are  worth  more  than  one  big  sale. 
One  can't,  when  he  has  sold  off  his  crop,  turn 
around  and  grind  out  another  lot  tomorrow; 
he  must  wait  until  next  spring,  and  that  is  a 
factor  to  be  considered  by  breeders  like  Mr. 
Wyekoff. 

Does  our  young  friend  expect  to  do  the 
work  of  feeding  and  caring  for  the  three  hun- 
dred birds  himself?  If  so,  where  is  time  for 
the  college  work  to  come  from?  If  not  there 
is  the  difficulty  of  hired  help  —  reliable  help  — 
to  consider;  and  reliable,  trustworthy  help 
that  will  do  the  work  right  without  the 
master's  eye  overseeing,  is  a  big  difficulty. 
We  know  of  more  than  one  promising  poultry 
venture  that  has  been  wrecked  upon  that  rock. 

We  have  known  of  young  men  who  worked 
their  way  through  college  by  poultry;  indeed, 
we  told  in  August  loth  number,  editorial 
page,  of  two  Maine  young  men  who  are  now 
doing  it;  the  genial  president  of  the  Eastern 
White  Wyandotte  club  fouud  the  dollars  his 
'Dottes  brought  in  a  very  agreeable  help  when 
he  was  in  the  Harvard  law  school ;  and  we 
know  of  two  brothers  who  worked  their  way 


tlwough  the  Mass.  Institute  of  Technology  by 
poultry,  the  younger  attending  to  the  work 
at  home  while  the  elder  went  to  Tech.,  and 
afterwards  the  elder  taking  care  of  the  poultry 
while  the  younger  went.  Our  friend's  case, 
however,  is  different,  aud  we  would  advise 
against  it. 

It  would  require  a  thousand  dollars  ready 
capital  to  start  a  plant  such  as  be  wants,  buy 
the  three  hundred  pullets,  etc.  If  he  has  the 
thousand  dollars,  go  to  college  on  it,  trusting 
to  ekeing  it  out  by  tutoring,  etc.,  earning 
scholarships  and  in  other  ways.  Many  a 
young  man  has  gone  to  college  with  less. 
Indeed,  a  young  man  of  our  acquaintance 
went  into  Harvard  with  less  than  $20  of 
ready  money,  paid  his  way  through  the 
academic  department  by  tutoring,  etc.,  grad- 
uated tied  for  first  rank  in  his  class,  then 
went  through  the  law  school  and  came  out 
with  over  $1000  saved  up,  which  sum  paid 
his  expenses  for  a  year  of  travel  and  study  in 
Europe.  He  stepped  into  a  profitable  law 
practice,  but  killed  himself  by  overwork  dur- 
ing the  next  five  years,  so  that  his  brilliant 
record  can  hardly  be  considered  an  encourag- 
ing example. 

There  are  many  ways  by  which  a  young 
man  with  "  sand  "  can  help  himself  along  in 
college.  We  know  one  who  worked  setting 
type  in  vacation  time,  borrowed  the  money 
needed  to  keep  on  the  .last  year,  graduated 
cum  laude  at  Harvard,  and  is  now  teaching 
to  get  money  to  pay  off  the  loan.  Isn't  that 
better  than  the  three  hundred  early  pullets? 


Ducks. 

Ducks  are  not  favorites  on  farms,  for  the 
reason  that  so  many  believe  they  must  have 
running  water  or  a  pond  in  order  to  do  well. 
In  many  places  where  ducks  are  kept  they  are 
inferior  mongrels,  not  likely  to  be  profitable, 
and  they  may  be  very  destructive.  Ducks  do 
not  scratch  up  the  garden,  but  if  a  vessel  of 
water  is  left  where  they  may  get  at  it,  they 
will  soon  scatter  it,  and  make  a  mess  of  it.  If 
it  is  muddy  weather,  aud  they  cau  have  access 
to  the  walks  aud  porches  about  the  residence, 
they  will  soon  make  you  wish  there  wasn't  a 
duck  on  top  of  the  earth. 

If  ducks  are  to  be  kept  on  the  farm  at  all, 
it  is  worth  while  to  have  the  best.  They  cost 
but  little  more  in  the  first  place,  and  the 
profits  will  be  much  more  satisfactory. 
Pekins  seem  to  be  the  leading  variety,  and 
they  are  very  good  for  feathers,  which  is 
something  that  is  seldom  ever  taken  into  con- 
sideration where  clucks  are  kept  incidentally. 
Ducks  will  produce  their  proper  quota  of  fer- 
tile eggs  on  solid  food  alone,  although  their 
natural  food  is  vegetables.  They  will  not  and 
do  not  object  to  a  little  animal  food  in  the 
shape  of  fish,  frogs,  pollywogs,  etc.,  found  at 
the  brook,  or  in  puddles  and  swales,  where 
flags  aud  other  similar  vegetation  grows.  It 
is  not  generally  know  by  farmers  that  the 
duck,  unlike  the  hen,  has  no  crop  —  the  pas- 
sage duct  leading  from  the  throat  direct  to  the 
gizzard  is  very  small  compared  to  the  size  of 
the  bird.  This  is  the  reason  it  does  not  thrive 
on  hard  food  alone.  There  is  no  place  for  the 
hard  food  to  go  through  the  softening  stage, 
as  is  the  case  with  birds  having  a  crop. 

Ducks  have  a  very  foolish  way  of  dropping 
their  eggs  in  the  water,  and  following  a  brook 
or  river  into  neighboring  farms;  unless  they 
have  suitable  quarters  aud  regular  attention, 
they  will  give  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  this 
way.  Notwithstanding  the  general  dislike  to 
ducks  by  farmers,  they  have  a  great  many 
qualities  to  recommend  them  ou  all  farms.  It 
matures  early,  and  duckling  is  a  very  good 
addition  to  any  repast. 

They  are  gross  feeders,  hence  their  growth 
is  rapid,  aud  it'  the  time  it  takes  to  get  them 
ready  for  market  is  considered,  they  consume 
no  more  than  other  fowls.  If  ducks  are 
properly  managed  they  get  their  full  growth 
in  four  months. —  Wisconsin  Farmer. 


The  man  who  has  a  Hue  bred  fowl 

Is  not  ashamed  to  show  it, 
And  it  lie  is  (he  proper  kind 

He'll  let  the  people  know  it. 

But  though  he  advertise  his  birds 
With  all  his  strength  and  might; 

He's  losing  money— wasting  words, 
Unless  he  does  it  right. 

—Maine  Farmer, 


Breeding  Many  Varieties. 

The  greatest  mistake  made  by  the  amateur 
poultryman  is  that  of  carrying  too  many 
varieties. 

It  is  a  question  of  propriety  even  with  old 
and  well  established  breeders.  After  ten  years 
as  a  breeder  of  a  single  variety,  I  added  other 
breeds  until  I  had  six;  after  a  year  I  dis- 
carded part  of  them,  and  after  another  season 
I  was  glad  to  return  to  my  first  love,  aud  only 
keep  the  oue  variety. 
My  reasons  for  doing  so  are  these : 
First.  The  expense  of  stock,  yards,  build- 
ings, feed  and  attention,  is  in  proportion  tothe 
number. 

Second.  The  chances  of  a  cross  or  mixture 
of  some  of  the  breeds  are  also  in  the  same  pro- 
portion. 

Third.  The  attention  given  any  one  breed 
is  likewise,  and  the  demand  for  all  breeds  you 
are  likely  to  keep  is  out  of  all  proportion. 

Then  first,  the  expense  is  an  important  item 
with  the  majority  of  breeders.  Of  course 
there  are  a  few  who  are  in  the  business  for 
pleasure,  aud  expense  cuts  no  figure;  but  to 
have  ample  yards  and  buildings  for  each 
variety  will  cost  at  a  low  estimate  forty  dollars, 
but  of  course,  can  be  increased  without  limit. 
When  they  are  closely  confined  the  feed  must 
be  varied,  and  will  cut  quite  a  figure.  If  a  per- 
son has  only  one  variety,  the  birds  can  have 
free  range,  if  in  the  country.  A  single  house 
will  suffice,  and  the  living  cau  be  gathered 
almost  entirely  from  the  fields  aud  barnyard. 

Second.  There  is  no  chance  for  a  cross  with 
any  other  variety.  We  all  know  that  we 
would  rather  send  to  a  breeder  of  a  single  vari- 
ety for  eggs  or  stock  of  the  variety  we  breed, 
for  we  are  pretty  certain  to  get  no  cross  bred 
stock.  There  is  no  breeder  but  has  had  experi- 
ence along  this  line,  and  however  careful  a 
person  may  be,  there  is  great  dauger  that 
different  varieties  may  get  together  some  time 
during  the  season,  aud  thus  spoil  the  egg  trade 
for  a  short  period. 

Third.  The  attention  :  when  a  breeder  isin 
love  with  a  certain  variety,  he  will  study  that 
breed  in  all  its  standard  qualifications,  will 
learn  the  many  points  that  are  to  be  bred  for, 
and  the  many  points  to  be  avoided.  He  will, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  gain  a  reputation 
for  ability  to  breed,  mate,  judge  aud  sell  first 
class  birds  of  the  variety  he  breeds  exclusively, 
and  of  which  he  has  made  a  study.  Breeders 
know  there  are  only  a  very  few  varieties  in 
constant  demand  on  account  of  their  useful- 
ness, and  he  will,  by  close  observation  at  fairs 
and  shows  and  from  the  poultry  journals  and 
agricultural  papers,  notice  the  various  varieties 
most  in  demand  in  localities,  and  he  can  make 
a  choice  of  the  variety  which  will  be  a  pleasure 
for  him  to  breed. 

My  advice  to  a  beginner,  one  who  desires  to 
become  a  true  fancier,  who  has  a  limited  capi- 
tal and  wishes  to  be  successful,  would  be,  get 
a  pen  of  any  one  variety  that  suits  your  taste 
and  locality,  prepare  a  comfortable  house,  if 
you  should  even  use  poles  and  straw,  give 
them  the  run  of  the  farm,  keep  no  other 
variety,  and  you  cannot  help  but  succeed  if 
you  give  them  the  attention  you  would  natu- 
rally give  any  other  stock. 

If  you  sell  eggs,  prepare  uo  yards,  but  hav- 
ing only  the  one  flock,  price  your  eggs  in 
accordance  with  the  quality  of  your  stock.  I 
have  tried  all  ways  and  meaus  for  the  dis- 
'  position  of  eggs  and  stock,  with  many  aud 
single  varieties,  and  I  find  the  above  to  be 
true,  and  to  pan  out  best  in  the  long  run,  and 
will  do  more  to  make  a  reputation  that  will 
stand  by  a  person,  last  longer,  give  better 
satisfaction  all  around,  than  any  other  way  of 
engaging  in  the  poultry  business  for  pleasure 
or  profit. — John  C.  Snyder,  in  Poultry 
Culture. 

BLACK  IVEINORCAS. 

Monroe's  S.  C.  Black  Minorcas  are  Standard  bred 
lor  heavy  layers.  Eureka  Nest  Boxes  used  in  all 
pens.  Young  stock  has  free  range  over  60-acre  farm, 
and  are  large,  healthy,  and  vigorous.  Have  bird 
Black  Minorcas  for  past  10  years, introducing  new 
blood  from  best  domestic  and  imported  strains. 

Yearling  hens,  pullets,  and  cockerels  for  breeding 
aud  exhibition. 

Mrs.  GEO.  E-  MONROE,  Dryden,  N.  Y. 
Member  Am.  Black  Minorca  Club. 

COCKERELS. 

Fine,  large,  early  hatched  breeding  cockerels,  of 
White  Wyandot  tes.  Buff  Plymouth  Rocks,  and  Buff 
Lcifh'irns:  also  a  few  yearling  hens,  cheap,  quality 
considered.  JOICL  BHUNNEli, 

131U  Lindeu  St.,  Alleutown,  Pa. 


Why  So  Many  Die. 


in  round  numbers  how  many 
millions  of  young  chicks  die 
from  different  causes  known 
to  so  few  of  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  poultry  raisers. 

TO  ASSURE SUCCESS 

and  learn  how  to  prevent  the  big  losses  so  common  in 
poultry  raising  it  is  only  necessary  to  own  a  copy  of 

Practical  Poultry  Culture 

which  will  start  you  right  and  keep  you  right.  Tells  ev* 
erything  the  beginner  should  know,  and  aids  the  expe- 
rienced in  a  hundred  ways.  It  consists  of  150  pages  of 
Up-to-date  poultry  lore  from  the  pens  of  practi- 
cal and  experienced  hands.  Endorsed  by  al  Heading  poul- 
try authorities  and  editors  of  poultry  publications.  Don't 
be  satisfied  until  you  get  it.  It  will  both  make  and  sav© 
you  money.  Price  35  cents  by  mail  postpaid,  or  50  cuufce 
including  a  year's  subscription  to  the 

AGRICULTURAL  EPITOMIST 

a  monthly  publication  of  sterling  value  and  indispensable 
to  the  Up-to-date  P'armer,  Gardener,  Live  Stock  and 
Poultry  Baiser.    Regular  subscription  price,  60  cents 

Address  EPiTOMIST  PUB.  CO..  Indianapolis,  Ind 


A  Great  Clubbing  Offer. 


FARM-POULTRY 


-AND- 


The  Best  Farm  and  Family  Paper  in  the 
United  States. 

Believing  that  every  one  of  our  readers  should 
have  at  least  one  good  agricultural  and  family  jour- 
nal, we  have  perfected  arrangements  whereby  ve 
can  send  that  practical  and  instructive  journal, 
Fahsi  and  Home,  in  connection  with  K  arm -Poul- 
try aud  the  Handy  Atlas  of  the  World,  on 
remarkably  liberal  terms  as  given  below.  Lack  of 
space  forbids  but  a  brief  description  of  the  contents 
of  Farm  and  Home,  which  is  unequaled  for  variety 
aud  excellence.  Prominent  among  its  nianv  depart- 
ments may  be  mentioned  the  Farm  anil  Garden, 
Market  Reports,  Fruit  Culture,  Plans  and 
Inventions,  The  Apiary,  Talks  vrith  a  law- 
yer, Around  the  Glohe,  Live  Stock  and 
Dairy,  The  Poultry  Yard,  The  Question  Box, 
Plants  and  Flowers,  The  Veterinary,  Fash- 
ions and  Fancy  Work,  Household  Features. 

Farm  and  Home  is  published  semi-inonlhly, 
thus  giving  you  24  numbers  a  year,  the  whole 
making  a  volume  of  over  500  pages,  teeming  with 
all  the  latest  and  most  reliable  information  that 
experience  and  science  cau  supply. 

By  special  arrangement  we  make  tor  a  limited 
time  the  following  liberal  offer: 


Farm-Poultry,  Price  $1,00 ) 
Farm  and  Home,  .50  j 
Webster  Dictionary,  ,25  j, 
Atlas  of  the  World,  _^25 

Total,  $2.00 


ALL  FOUR 


FOR 


11.00 


is  a 
ork 


The  Comprehensive  Webster  Dictionary  ;.; 

of  extraordinary  interest  to  all  classes  of  progressive 
people.  It  contains  50,000  words,  which  is  all  the 
average  person  has  any  use  for. 

It  also  contains  twelve  departments,  as  follows: 
1,  Abbreviations;  2,  Pronouncing  Dictionary;  3, 
Proper  Names;  4,  Gazetteer  of  the  World;  5,  Large 
Cities  ;fi.  Pari  i  amen  tar  vgRnles  ;7.  Business  Instructor; 
8.  Social  Etiquette;  9,  Letter  Writing;  10,  Use  of 
Capitals;  11,  Punctuation  ;  12,  Postal  Guide. 

It  contains  192  pages,  handsomely  bound  in  imi- 
tation leather  covers,  and  is  especially  designed  for 
pocket  use. 

Atlas  of  the  World  the  most  comprehensive  and 

valuable  book  of  its  kind  ever  published,  aud  con- 
tains 24  pages  beautiful  colored  maps.  The  maps 
are  not  cheap  prints— they  are  printed  just  as  finely 
as  those  in  hooks  10  or  100  times  its  size— are  all  in 
four  and  five  colors.  The  maps  cover  not  only 
the  world  in  a  general  way,  but  many  of  them  are  in 
detail,  showing  the  most  important  points  in  Hie 
whole  world  which  anyone  might  want  t/i  find. 

In  addition  to  the  maps,  and  possibly  not  less 
valuable,  is  a  fund  of  statistical  and  other  facts  of 
great  value  for  daily  if  not  hourly  reference. 

It  contains  64  pages,  handsomely  hound  in  imitation 
leather,  and  is  especially  designed  for  pocket  use. 

Address  all  orders  to 

FARM=POULTRY,  Boston,  Mass. 


ABSOLUTE  CERTAINTY 

Is  a  strong  expression,  but  lis  no  more  than  right  in 
this  case,  if  you  want  sure  laying  records  aud  ped- 
igrees you  can  get  them  with 

THE  CUCKOO  NEST  BOX. 

Write  for  circular  to  the 

DUNLAP  SUPPLY  CO.,  Yard  ley,  Pa. 

PULLETS. 

WHITE  WYAN DOTTES, 

WHITE  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 
S.  C.   WHITE  LEGHORNS. 

We  have  a  limited  number  which  we  are  selling  at 
the  following  prices,  if  taken  before  November  1st; 
9.1,  SI. 50,  and  »3  each. 

TRIUMPH  POULTRY  FARM. 

Montvale,  N.  J. 
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Oversized  Birds  Are  a  Mistake. 

The  man  who  wants  birds  that  are  over- 
size, or  above  normal  size,  is  abroad  agaiu ; 
and  we  want  to  protest  most  emphatically  that 
he  is  wrong  in  his  ambition.  To  breed  from 
birds  that  are  oversize  is  a  blunder — usually  a 
costly  blunder  —  and  always  leading  one  off 
upon  the  wrong  road. 

A  Plymouth  Kock  breeder  writes  us: — 
"  Here  is  a  letter  from  one  of  your  F.-P. 
readers,  wanting  to  buy  a  Plymouth  Eock 
cock  weighing  from  eleven  to  twelve  pounds. 
If  I  had  such  a  bird,  I'd  sell  him  to  the  first 
customer  that  I  could  unload  him  onto;  I  cer- 
tainly wouldn't  breed  him."  Another  breeder 
recently  showed  us  a  letter  from  a  man  who 
wanted  a  White  Wyandotte  cock  "  that  is 
above  standard  weight;'*  and  in  today's  mail 
we  have  a  letter  from  a  man  wanting  a  White 
Wyandotte  cockerel  that  is  "  large  framed, 
and  will  make  a  cock  weighing  nine  pounds, 
or  better."  As  the  standard  weight  for  a 
White  Wyandotte  cock  is  eight  and  one-half 
pounds,  this  party  wants  oversize,  and  espe- 
cially specifies  that  the  bird  shall  be  "  large 
framed." 

■  This  craving  for  oversize  is  a  mistake,  and 
ought  to  be  discouraged.  The  big  framed 
birds  carry  an  undue  amount  of  bone,  which 
is  waste,  and  such  are  less  desirable  in  the 
market;  and  being  coarse  looking,  ';  rangy,-' 
they  are  certain  to  be  passed  by  for  the  plump 
compact  carcass  that  shows  a  proper  propor- 
tion of  meat  to  bone.  Then,  too,  the  coarse 
framed,  rangy  female  is  always  a  poor  layer 
and  big  eater; — qualities  which  cut  both  ways 
when  the  profit  account  is  considered.  We 
hear  much  talk  of  the  "  egg  type,"  and  not  a 
little  ink  has  been  shed  upon  that  topic.  It.is 
not  yet  satisfactorily  determined  what  the  egg 
type  hen  is,  but  it  is  certain  that  it  is  not  the 
great  coarse  big  framed  hen  —  that  all  observ- 
ing men  are  agreed  upon. 

All  of  the  inquiries  noted  above,  in  fact, 
most  of  the  calls  are  for  male  birds,  and  a  big, 
coarse  framed,  rangy  cockor  cockerel  is  worst 
of  all,  because  he  is  sure  to  be  an  inactive, 
inefficient,  hardly  ever  "get  there"  breeder. 
Of  all  the  aggravations  in  poultrydom  a  big 
clumsy  male  is  the  worst,  and  he  is  sure  to  be 
a  great  disappointment,  because  most  of  the 
eggs  from  his  pen  will  be  found  to  be  infertile. 
It  is  the  sprightly,  active,  normal  sized  bird 
that  is  the  good  breeder,  the  sure  getter  of 
fertile  eggs,  and,  more  than  that,  the  begetter 
of  the  right  kind  of  chicks,  the  bright,  lively, 
sprightly  chicks  that  thrive  and  grow. 

The  demand  for  big  breeding  males  comes, 
as  a  rule,  from  beginners,  from  those  who 
have  had  little  experience,  and  think  a  big 
male  bird  will  give  them  big  chickens.  This 
is  an  error.  It  is  generally  conceded  by 
expert  breeders  that  size  is  influenced  more 
by  the  female,  "  takes  from  the  dam,"  and 
these  inexperienced  breeders  should  learn 
that  if  they  want  to  bring  up  the  size  of  their 
birds  they  must  breed  from  large  dams.  They 
should  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  oversize 
in  either  sire  or  dam  is  a  blunder,  for  which 
they  will  suffer  loss.  "  Preserve  the  unity  of 
type,"  should  be  the  watchword,  and  the  best 
all  around  results  will  be  attained  when  we 
adhere  to  that  motto. 

In  a  letter  upon  this  subject,  written  by  Mr. 
Pollard,  and  published  in  ilarch  1st  F.-P., 
page  100,  he  says :  "  The  demand  (for  birds 
of  extra  size  and  weight)  is  fostered  most 
largely  by  a  class  of  judges  in  our  poultry 
shows  who  sacrifice  the  standard  weight 
bird  in  favor  of  one  of  heavier  weight  and 
larger  frame.  It  seems  to  me  that  where  the 
Standard  calls  for  seven  and  one-half  pounds 
for  cockerel,  that  one  weighing  eight  and  one- 
half  or  nine  pounds  would  be  as  far  off  as  one 
weighing  only  seven  pounds;  but  the  larger 
bird  invariably  gets  the  ribbon,  without  there 
is  some  defect  so  glaring  it  cannot  be  passed." 

This  is  certainly  wrong.  A  cockerel  that  is 
a  pound  overweight  ought  to  receive  just  as 
severe  a  penalty  for  being  off  the  mark  as  one 
that  is  a  pound  underweight,  and  for  precisely 
the  same  reason.  There  is  a  type  for  the 
Wyandottes,  there  is  a  type  for  the  Plymouth 
Rocks,  there  is  a  type  for  the  Light  Brahmas, 
and  ditto  for  the  Leghorns.  The  Standard 
fixes  the  type,  and  in  size  of  Wyandottes  it  is 
seven  and  one-half  pounds  for  cockerels,  and 
eight  and  one-half  pounds  for  cocks.  Why 
not  stand  by  the  type  fixed  by  the  Standard? 


It  will  be  better  for  the  breed,  and  better  for 
the  poultry  interest  as  a  whole. 

The  craze  for  oversize  should  be  discour- 
aged, because  it  is  a  mistake.  The  oversized 
cock  or  cockerel  is  a  mistake,  because  he  will 
be  clumsy  and  awkward, a  poor  breeder — and, 
when  dressed  for  market,  the  carcass  is  coarse 
and  rangy,  unattractive  to  the  eye  of  the 
experienced  caterer,  hence  a  slow  seller,  a 
f  sticker."  The  oversized  hen  or  pullet  is  a 
mistake,  because  she  will  be  a  sluggish  layer, 
a  poor  breeder,  and  a  poor  carcass  when  sent 
to  market; — and  in  the  show  room  the  over- 
sized bird  is  a  mistake  because  it  is  a  depart- 
ure from  the  type  set  by  the  Standard;  it  is 
not  a  typical  bird. 

Oversized  birds  are  a  mistake,  and  the 
inquiries  for  them  should  be  discouraged. 


Lice,  Again. 


isow  that  your  birds  are  going  into  winter 
quarters,  it  is  time  to  tackle  the  lice  problem 
again.  At  this  season  of  the  year  if  the  birds 
have  been  spending  the  summer  months  on 
range,  they  should  be  comparatively  free  of 
vermin.  Thorough  work  in  lighting  lice  now 
will  mean  less  lice  to  fight  this  winter,  less 
sickness,  more  comfort,  and  more  eggs  and 
dollars. 

Of  course  you  cleaned  up  the  house,  white- 
washed it,  and  put  in  new  earth  floors  while 
the  weather  was  warm.  If  you  did  not  it  is 
your  loss,  for  it  is  too  late  to  do  it  now. 
Whitewash  and  fresh  earth  added  to  the 
poultry  house  after  frosty  weather  sets  in  is 
liable  to  result  in  a  damp  house  for  winter. 
There  are  plenty  of  things  that  can  be  done. 
If  you  neglected  to  clean  up  the  house  prop- 
erly, you  can  make  a  shift  to  make  it  present- 
able by  spading  up  the  earth  floor  and  sweep- 
ing the  walls.  Clean  up  the  windows,  and 
kerosene  the  roosts.  Be  sure  that  the  nests 
are  clean  and  have  new  nesting  material. 

Each  and  every  fowl  should  receive  a  care- 
ful handling  and  treatment  for  lice.  Give 
every  bird  a  good  dusting  with  some  good 
insect  powder;  or  use  a  mixture  of  tobacco 
dust  and  fine  dry  coal  ashes.  Dust  them 
three  times,  if  you  wish  to  be  sure  you  have 
control  of  the  pests;  each  dusting  should  be 
given  about  a  week  apart.  Don't  dab  a  little 
powder  into  the  fluff  and  under  the  wings, 
and  call  that  dusting  a  fowl.  Take  the  bird 
in  your  lap,  and  with  your  hand  work  the 
powder  well  into  the  feathers  down  to  the 
skin  all  over  the  bird.  It  is  only  thorough 
work  that  will  do  any  good. 

If  you  would  prefer  to  use  a  liquid  lice 
killer,  make  one  by  dissolving  in  kerosene  all 
it  will  take  up  of  naphtalene  or  tar  camphor 
flakes,  or  use  one  of  the  good  ready  made 
killers.  The  easiest  way  to  use  a  liquid  lice 
killer  is  to  make  a  bottomless  box  that  will 
accommodate  several  birds  at  one  time.  Have 
a  one  thickness  burlap  top  to  the  box,  and  set 
the  box  on  the  droppings  board,  making  the 
droppings  board  serve  as  the  bottom  for  the 
box.  Paint  the  sides  and  bottom  of  the 
enclosure  so  made  with  your  liquid  killer, 
and  put  iu  the  birds  to  be  treated,  covering 
them  in  with  the  burlap.  It  is  important  to 
use  only  one  thickness  of  burlap,  so  that  the 
birds  will  have  fresh  air  to  breathe,  and  will 
not  be  smothered  by  the  fumes  of  the  killer. 
The  birds  should  be  confined  for  nearly  half 
an  hour.  When  they  are  taken  out  the  dead 
ice  will  be  found  on  the  bottom  of  enclosure. 
The  liquid  lice  killer  will  be  found  valuable 
for  getting  rid  of  mites  in  the  cracks  and 
joints  about  the  roosts  and  droppings  boards. 
Paint  it  on,  and  work  it  into  all  suspected 
places  once  a  month.  It  will  kill  all  the  mites 
it  reaches,  and  the  odor  will  drive  the  others 
away.  Mites  will  not  breed  where  a  good 
liquid  lice  killer  is  used. 

Supply  the  birds  with  a  good  dust  bath. 
With  a  good  place  to  wallow  in  the  dust,  the 
birds  will  help  you  in  your  war  against 
vermin.  A  bird  that  takes  every  opportunity 
to  roll  and  wallow  iu  the  dirt  and  fill  her 
feathers  full  of  dust,  is  seldom  lousy  enough 
to  cause  trouble.  The  lice  cannot  stand  being 
showered  with  dust  at  frequent  intervals. 

It  is  never  too  early  or  too  late  to  fight  lice; 
begin  now.  Dr.  Woods. 


A  Hundred  Pullets. 

I  set  out  this  season  to  raise  one  hundred 
pullets  to  maturity,  and  have  succeeded,  not- 
withstanding all  the  setbacks  which  accom- 
pany such  an  undertaking  on  a  small  plant. 
It  may  be  of  interest  to  know  what  effort  was 
required  to  accomplish  this  end.  It  took  one 
thousand  and  one  eggs,  three  incubators  and 
thirteen  hens  to  produce  two  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  chicks.  When  the  cockerels  and 
scrubs  are  deducted  from  the  number  which 
ran  the  gauntlet  of  chicken  troubles,  cats,  dogs, 
and  rats,  I  find  I  havej  l  one  hundred  and 
three  choice  pullets  for  my  next  season's  egg 
production —  say  thirty-nine  White  Plymouth 
Rocks,  fourteen  Anconas,  sixteen  White  Leg- 
horns, eight  Black  Orpingtons,  six  Buff 
Orpingtons,  five  White  Wyandottes,  ten  Silver 
Wyandottes,  five  Black  Miuorcas.  In  addition, 
I  have  of  course  some  very  choice  cockerels, 
pedigreed  by  automatic  nests,  but  raise  nothing 
for  sale.  Also  have  been  living  on  broilers 
right  along;  but  with  my  present  knowledge 
of  incubators  and  brooders,  which  I  use  almost 
exclusively,  I  think  from  one  thousand  to 
twelve  hundred  eggs,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
to  three  hundred  chicks,  one  hundred  choice 
pullets  at  maturity,  is  about  the  right  pro- 
portion to  count  upon.  The  twelve  hundred 
eggs,  at  twenty-five  cents  per  dozen,  is  $30. 
The  cockerels  and  scrubs  will  almost  pay  for 
their  own  and  the  feed  of  the  one  hundred 
pullets  to  maturity;  and  the  one  hundred 
pullets  like  mine  are  worth  at  least  $100  as 
egg  producers.  It  would  hardly  pay,  how- 
ever, to  buy  the  twelve  hundred  eggs  at  fancy 
prices;  but  there  is  hardly  a  poultry  lover 
so  poor  that  he  cannot  afford  to  buy  one  or  two 
sittings  of  §2.50  to  §3  eggs  in  the  season,  and 
work  up  to  the  twelve  hundred  egg  production 
of  choice  eggs  from  his  own  stock.  — Wallace 
P.  Willett,  in  Country  Gentleman. 


Missouri  Poultry. 

The  surplus  poultry  shipped  by  rail  in 
Missouri  last  year  exceeded  in  value  the  zinc 
ore,  while  the  surplus  eggs  went  the  lead  ore 
§250,000  better.  Missouri  is  proud  of  its  out- 
put of  zinc  and  lead,  but  it  is  now  enthusing, 
as  was  Kansas  a  few  years  ago,  over  the 
wealth  producing  possibilities  of  the  humble 
hen.  The  figures  are  surprising,  indeed.  The 
poultry  product  shipped  and  sold  last  year 
amounted  to  over  70,000,000  pounds.  It  real- 
ized the  producers  at  first  price  $4,900,000. 
The  eggs  shipped  were  33,035,000  dozen,  and 
they  brought  to  the  people  who  gathered  them 
from  the  nests  $3,393,000.  Poultry  and  eggs 
together  yielded  to  the  farmers  of  Missouri, 
after  their  own  tables  had  been  supplied, 
$8,298,000.  The  two  great  items  of  agricul- 
tural gain  for  Missouri  last  year,  cattle  and 
hogs,  realized,  respectively,  $34,000,000  and 
$36,000,000  each,  only  about  four  times  what 
the  poultry  did. — Boston  Evening  Tran- 
script. 

HOUGHTON'S— AV IRE  EGG  CARRIER 

Leads  t  he 
list.  Send 
stamp  for  re- 
«duceu  price 
list  and  testi- 
monials from 
people  who 
use  litem. 
SAMUEL  H. 
JHO  UGH- 
TON,  H  a  r- 
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t  HENS  LAY  MORE  EGGS? 

in  the  winter  when  fed  on  green  sue-  \ 
eulent  food.     Nothing:  supplies  it 
better  than  roots  and  vegetables  if  they 
are  properly  prepared. 

THE  BANNER  JUNIOR  < 

Root  and  Vegetable  Gutter4 

prepares  all  roots  and  vegetables  in  the  " 
best  form  for  poultry  food.  Cuts  them  i 
into  fine  shavings,  easy  to  cousume  by 
chicks  or  fowls.  Makes  hens  lay  double  \ 
the  eggs;  makes  early  layers  of  pullets; 
makes  chicks  and  broilers  grow.  Our  ( 
booklet  "WINTER  EGGS"  Free. 

j  0.  E.  THOMPSON  &  SONS,  Ypsilanti,  Mich. 

Jos.  Breek  &  Sons,  New  Eng.  Agl».,  Boston,  Mass. 


Poultry  is  growing  cheaper;  yet  now,  as 
always,  the  man  who  sends  the  best  birds  to 
market  gets  the  highest  price.  Quality  counts 
with  the  commission  dealer,  but  not  always 
with  the  roadside  peddler.—  Maine  Farmer, 


BUFFBTWS  BUFFS 

Buff  Wyandottes,  Huff  and  Barred  Plymouth  Bocks, 
Jiuffaiid  While  Leghorns.  Buff  Cochins.  RlK.de  Island 
Beds,  Buff,  Black  aud  White  Cochir.  Bantams.  We 
have  stock  for  sale.  Write  and  see  if  we  have  what 
you  want.  Sampson's  method  of  feeding  hens  for 
eggs  has  been  worth  several  liundred  dollars  to  us. 
Mr.  Sampson  Is  poor,  and  has  heen  sick  a  long  time: 
we  want  to  help  him.    Send  $1  for  the  receipt. 

Send  for  circular. 

„     „„     ROWLAND  G.  BUFFI NTON, 
L*ox67<,  Fall  River,  Mas*. 


PEKIN  DUCKS. 

High  Grade  Market  Breeders. 

Market  ducklings  average  over  10J  pounds  per  pair. 
Young  stock  for  sale  at  prices  according  t«>  quality, 
from  $1.50  to  $5  each.    Good  drakes,  $o. 

A.  C.  LEWIS,  West  Kingston,  R.  I. 


EXCLUSIVELY. 

Bred  from  Prolific  Laying  Strains. 

Stock  aud  eggs  for  sale  in  season. 

WM.  S.  HICKS, 

Selkirk,  Albany  Co.,  N.  Y. 

YOU  WANT  FENCE— 
KjijjWE  WANT  MONEY. 

hSS9  ^  e  will  exchange  our  fen  ce  for  your 
■JjSjl  money. 
559 We  Make  an  Honest  Fence 
■■Tmi  i         at  a  reasonable  price. 

WE  SELL  DIRECT  TO  FARMERS  AT  WHOLESALE  PRICE. 

Inat  saves  you  the  dealer's  profit  which  amounts  to  a  nice  thing 
on  a  bill  of  fencing.  No  loose  ends — can't  slip,  nntwtst  or  unray- 
el.  All  cross  wires  interwoven.  Prices  ent  to  rock  bottom.  Get 
our  special  discount  circulars  before  you  buy.  They  are  Free. 
ADVANCE  FENCE  CO.,    1X9  Old  St.,  Peoria,  IU. 

BROILERS  FOR  PROFIT,  50  cents. 

Farm-Poultry  Doctor,  50  cents. 

Profitable  Poultry  Farming,  25  cents. 
A  Living  From  Poultry,  25  cents. 
A  Few  Hens,  monthly,  one  yr.  25  cents. 

AUtheabove  for  $1.00.  Address 

MICHAEL  K.  BOYER,  Hammonton,  N.  J. 

THE  POULTRY  ARCHITECT.  tSiSSnSgE 

for  poultry  houses,  coops,  roosts,  nest  boxes,  and 
other  necessaries  for  the  poultry  yard,  with  practical 
information  on  their  construction.    Price  25  cents. 

Ffifi  RCOnfin  and  Poultry  Account  Book.  Most 
LUU  nLUUnU    simple,    practical,  and  easily  kept 

hook  of  the  kind:  for  one  or  ten  yards.  Trice  25" cents. 
GUIDE  and  catalogue  of  other  books  free. 

H.  A.  KUHNS,  Box  400  C.  Atlanta,  Ga. 

English  Books 

FOR  FANCIERS. 

These  hooks  are  not  carried  in  stock,  hut 
ordered  from  .publishers  same  day  order  is  received, 
and  sent  direct  from  publishers  in  England  to  pur- 
chasers. 


Prices  Postpaid. 

Andaluslan,  The  Blue  (Silver  Dun)   $  .60 

Artificial  Incubation  and  its  Law  (Sutcliffe)  50 

Avlcultural  Magazine  25 

Bantams  (Entwisle)   1.75 

Brahmas  and  Cochins,  (Morris  Clye)  60 

Breeding  for  Exhibition  (E.  Cobb)  20 

British  Birds  (Dr.  Bradhurn)  30 

Canary  Breeding,  etc.,  (Jerome)   .30 

Carriers  and  Barbs  (J.  B.  Broad  &  J.  Firth)  30 

Ditto  (Cloth)  .60 

Chickens,  The  Rearing  and  Feeding  of  (E.  Cobb)  .20 

Crested  Canary  (Greeves)   20 

Dragoon  Pigeons,  (R.  M'oods)  75 

Duck  Farming  (J.H.  Sutcliffe)   20 

Ducks  (H.  Digby)   30 

Fancy  Poultry  (Alex.  Comyns)   30 

Fattening  Fowls  (E.  Cobb)  30 

Feathered  World,  weekly ,  per  year   2.50 

Foreign  Bird  Keeping,  (Dr.  Butler)  80 

Foreign  Bird  Keeping,  (A.  G.  Butler)  85 

Hamburgs  Up  to  Date  (Chas.  Holt)   30 

Hiutson  Yorkshires,  f J. Knight)  30 

Housingand  Management  of  Stock  (E.  Cobb)  20 

Incubation  (E.  Cobb)  20 

Jacobin  (J.  Waters)   i  30 

Leghorns  (H.  Hesford)   45 

Minorca  Fowl  (Fred  Biggs)  ,..  .30 

Mules  (W.  H.  Vale)    .30 

Norwich  Canary  (Payne)  20 

Our  Feathered  Pets  (Dr.  Greene,  M.A.)  30 

Pet  Bird,  A  (H.  B.  Rutt)   20 

Pigeons:  Their  Origin  and  Variation,  Housing 

aud  Management,  2d  edition  65 

Pigeons:  Their  Origin  and  Variation,  Housing 

and  Management,  2d  edition,  (Cloth)  90 

Poultry,  Diseases  of,  (Woodroffe  Hill)  30 

Poultry  Farming  Up  to  Date  (E.  Cobb)  20 

Preparing  Poultry  for  Exhibition  (E.  Cobb)  20 

Scotch  Fancy  and  Belgian  Canary   JU 

Show  Homer,  The  (V.  Woodfleld)  50 

Suburban  Poultry  Keeping   (Paper)  .30 

(T.H.Harrison)   (Cloth)  .60 

Tippler  Pigeon  Up  to  Date  (Hepworth)  30 

Tumbler,  Long-faced  (Child)   30 

Waxhills.  Grass  Finches,  and  Mannikin9 

(Horatio  R.  Fillmer)   (Paper)  .30 

Ditto   (Cloth)  .60 

Wyandotte,  The  (Raines  &  Marx)   45 

Yorkshire  Canary  (Broadley)  20 

Send  all  orders  for  the  above  with  remittance  in 
cash  or  postage  stamps  to 

FARM= POULTRY, 

22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

IF  YOU  WANT  SOME 

Very  fine  or  good  breeding  birds  in 

WHITE  INDIAN  GAMES, 
WHITE  WYANDOTTES, 

LIGHT  BRAHMA  BANTAMS 

I  can  furnish  them  to  you.   I  have  the  best  stock  I 
ever  had  :  prices  low. 

Also  Clear  <;rit.  Shell*  and  Meat  Meal  ;  Sland- 
ard  for  ipialitv.   Send  for  prices. 
D.  LINCOLN  OKR,  Box  I,  Orr'e  Mills,  N.Y. 
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Why  Some  Fail. 


The  writer  having  a  vacation,  started  out 
1  with  some  companions  for  camp.  He  wanted 
to  fish,  and  he  did.  I  am  not  going  to  tell  you 
how  many  or  how  large  the  fish  I  caught,  for 
you  may  say,  "  that  sounds  to  me  like  a  fish 
story,"  uut  I  wish  to  relate  what  I  have  seen 
and  heard  about  poultry. 

We  traveled  through  the  country  from 
Cincinnati  to  Hamilton,  Ohio.  We  bunked 
one  night  in  a  wagon,  three  nights  in  barns, 
and  the  rest  of  ten  days  in  camp  along  the 
Miami  river.  While  in  the  wagon  we  were 
suddenly  awakened  by  the  noise  of  chickens, 
aud  on  arising  beheld  two  men  with  chickens 
in  their  hands.  Then  one  of  our  party  threat- 
ened to  shoot  if  they  did  not  disperse,  and 
I'll  bet  they  are  still  running.  Here  is  a  good 
lesson  for  those  who  allow  their  poultry  to 
roost  on  fences  or  trees.  They  are  all  liable 
to  be  disturbed  by  chicken  thieves. 

There  is  scarcely  any  stock  on  the  farm 
which  is  so  poorly  managed  as  the  poultry. 
If  the  farmer  cannot  attend  to  the  poultry 
himself,  he  should  give  it  in  charge  of  one  of 
the  family  who  will  look  after  the  poultry, 
and  see  that  they  are  properly  housed  for  the 
night.  One  farmer  told  me  he  could  not  get 
his  hens  aud  pullets  to  sleep  or  lay  in  the  hen 
house,  so  he  made  nest  boxes  and  placed 
them  in  the  trees.  He  said  the  hens  lay 
there.  I  then  asked  to  see  the  hen  house,  and 
I  could  not  blame  the  hens  for  not  wanting  to 
roost  in  it.  It  looked  as  if  it  had  not  been 
cleaned  since  it  was  built.  If  profit  is  the 
chief  object  of  poultry  keeping,  and  this  cer- 
tainly is  the  purpose  for  most  of  us,  then  have 
good  clean  houses,  and  train  your  poultry  to 
sleep  in  them.  The  houses  should  be  cleaned 
every  morning,  or  at  least  three  times  a  week. 

Another  complained  that  he  had  poor  luck 
with  his  young  chicks,  as  the  rats  were  so 
numerous,  and  he  had  tried  to  poison  them, 
but  killed  his  old  hens  instead.  Another 
example.  Do  not  try  to  poison  the  rats,  cats, 
foxes,  etc.  The  safest  way  I  have  found  is  to 
set  traps  at  night.  You  will  be  surprised  to 
see  how  many  you  will  catch  in  one  night. 

Another  gentleman  told  me  that  he  had 
tried  to  raise  chickens  last  spring,  and  bought 
six  hens  aud  six  roosters,  a  rooster  for  each 
hen,  but  somehow  the  roosters  were  always 
fighting.  They  were  not  worth  the  trouble  of 
keeping.  I  told  him  that  was  not  the  fault 
of  the  birds,  but  of  the  owner,  as  he  did  not 
have  the  right  idea,  and  lacked  experience. 

Another  place  I  saw  three  sick  hens  stand- 
ing around.  No  precaution  was  made  to 
ward  off  disease  from  the  rest  of  the  flock. 
The  poultryman  should  know  how  to  use  the 
axe  in  case  of  severe  sickness.  He  will  have 
healthier  poultry  than  the  man  who  is  always 
drugging  a  sick  fowl. 

At  another  place  I  visited  a  new  poultry 
plant,  and  at  the  time  of  my  visit  the  gentle- 
man in  charge  had  four  incubators  in  opera- 
tion, and  a  good  many  chicks  on  hand.  He 
said  this  was  his  first  experience.  He  told 
me  that  he  had  very  poor  success  in  hatching, 
as  there  were  so  many  infertile  eggs. 

I  then  asked  him  if  he  raised  his  own  eggs, 
and  the  reply  came:  "No;  I  buy  them  from 
the  farmers  up  through  the  country."  I  then 
told  him  I  did  not  come  to  criticise  or  discour- 
age him,  but  I  thought  I  could  help  him  out 
of  his  troubles.  I  then  related  to  him  of  two 
brothers  whom  I  knew  personally  who  failed 
from  that  very  point  of  buying  eggs  from  the 
farmers;  how  these  two  brothers  bought  eggs 
time  and  again  after  being  warned  of  the 
danger.  They  may  have  bought  eggs  from  a 
dozen  or  more  farmers,  some  of  whom  have 
no  cocks  with  their  hens;  others  have  thirty, 
forty,  or  more,  with  only  one  cock.  Then  look 
at  the  disease  in  some  of  those  flocks,  and  the 
inbreeding,  and  eggs  from  the  deformed  birds 
—  no  two  eggs  alike.  Some  of  them  may 
hatch  well,  but  how  would  the  purchasers 
kuow  who  they  bought  the  eggs  from,  as  they 
generally' mixed  them,  so  they  could  not  tell 
one  from  another?  It  is  not  surprising  that 
those  two  brothers  were  discouraged  and 
failed,  and  their  failure  was  due  to  having 
bought  poor  eggs  to  incubate.  This  is  the 
consequence  of  neglect,  or  of  buying  poor 
stock. 

I  have  another  case  in  mind,  which  is  an 
excellent  example.  Last  winter,  while  at  a 
poultry  show,  a  man  came  up  to  me  and  said  : 


"  You  seem  to  be  very  much  interested  in 
poultry?"  "  Yes,"  was  my  reply.  "Well," 
said  he,  "  I  don't  see  anything  here  that  could 
interest  me.  My  boss  sent  me  here  to  learn 
all  about  the  poultry  business,  as  he  is  going 
to  start,  and  wants  me  to  take  charge.  I  have 
been  in  here  about  fifteen  minutes,  and  have 
had  all  I  want  of  it.  He  is  going  to  buy  me 
an  incubator,"  he  added,  "and  has  already 
turned  a  fine  stable  into  a  hen  house." 

How  can  such  a  man  make  a  success  with 
poultry  if  he  has  no  love  for  the  work,  no 
enthusiasm,  no  ambition?  As  he  said,  "I 
have  been  in  here  about  fifteen  minutes,  and 
have  all  I  want  of  it."  I  only  regret  that  I 
did  not  ask  him  his  employer's  name  and 
address,  so  I  could  visit  the  place  and  see  the 
results. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  say,  make  the  poultry 
pay  their  rent,  also  for  their  food.  Spot  out 
the  deadheads,  deformed,  or  sick  fowls. 
There  is  no  profit  or  sense  in  keeping  them. 
Also,  get  rid  of  the  spare  cocks  or  cockerels, 
for  they  will  only  eat  their  heads  off;  and  get 
rid  of  the  loafers  as  soon  as  possible.—  Jos. 
Eveslage,  in  Ohio  Poultry  Journal. 


Quality  Makes  the  Price. 

Did  you  notice  the  quotations  in  the  last 
Maine  Farmer,  of  eggs  in  the  Boston  market? 
If  so,  the  fact  must  have  been  noticed  that 
there  was  a  wide  variation  between  prices  for 
"  eastern  "  and  "  nearby."  The  first  was 
quoted  at  19  to  21  cents,  and  the  latter  at  26  to 
28  cents  per  dozen.  Neither  term  applies 
strictly  to  location,  but  to  grade.  The  eastern 
eggs  may  come  from  Ohio,  aud  the  nearby 
from  Maine,  provided  the  quality  was  in  the 
stock  sent  forward.  Profit  lies  in  the  "  near- 
by "  basket,  and  this  means  absolutely  fresh 
uniform  goods.  Of  all  grades  this  is  the 
hardest  to  find,  aud  for  which  the  demand  is 
always  sharpest.  Why  not  get  into  the 
"  nearby  "  class,  and  stand  up  alongside  the 
best?  Many  Maine  poultrymen  are  doing 
this,  and  they  are  satisfied  with  the  results. 
There  is  no  reason  why  thousands  more  can- 
not pick  up  the  same  plums.  Try  for  the 
highest  price  in  every  shipment.  —  Maine 
Farmer. 


He  who  studies  the  poultry  exhibits  at  the 
larger  fairs  this  season  will  find  that  the  four 
varieties  which  excel  all  others  in  point  of 
numbers,  Brahmas,  P.  Rocks,  Wyandottes, 
and  Leghorns,  are  also  the  ones  most  carefully 
bred.  The  poultry  breeders  of  Maine  are 
clinging  fast  to  the  reliable  breed,  and  their 
stock  shows  the  result  of  skill  and  application. 
Never  were  better  birds  seen  of  these  four 
breeds  than  the  present  season  at  Bangor  and 
Lewiston,  and  it  will  be  many  a  year  before 
better  breeds  are  evolved.  Others  are  mer- 
itorious, but  these  are  peculiarly  adapted  to 
New  England  soil  and  climate.  Keep  on 
improving,  keep  on  multiplying,  keep  on 
studying,  for  there  are  better  things  in  store. — 
Maine  Farmer. 


Now  is  the  time  to  make  certain  that  all 
unprofitable  birds  are  rapidly  moving  towards 
the  market.  No  matter  how  valuable  they 
may  have  been,  if  they  are  not  valuable  now 
the  sooner  they  go  out  to  return  no  more,  the 
better.  The  trouble  with  a  great  many  poul- 
try keepers  is  that  they  carry  over  a  lot  of 
dead  wood  yearly,  sufficient  to  eat  up  the 
profits  of  the  workers  of  the  flock.  Get  rid 
of  the  drones,  and  find  more  dollars  thereby. 
In  every  flock  there  is  a  per  cent  incapable  of 
paying  a  profit.  Hunt  them  out  and  sell  them 
without  delav.— Maine  Farmer. 


MARKET  REVIEW. 

Eggs.— Eggs  have  further  advanced.  The 
best  marks  of  western  sell  at  19<a>20c,  but  for 
the  bulk  of  receipts  17@18c.  is  a  full  rate,  as 
the  quality  is  not  satisfactory.  Fresh  gathered 
eastern  sell  at  19ffi20c,  and  fancy  new  laid  at 
22@28c. ;  jobbing  prices,  one  cent  higher.  For 
the  best  of  the  held  stock  17c.  is  obtained,  but 
buyers  prefer  fresh  arrivals  at  current  rates. 

Poultry.— Poultry  continues  easy,  with 
iced  lower.  Northern  chickens,  fresh,  are 
unchanged  at  12®18c.  Fresh  fowls,  12@14c. ; 
western  iced  chickens,  9£@12c. ;  fowls,  9.^ia> 
11c.  Iced  turkeys,  14@16c.  Fresh  dueks> 
ll®15c, 
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The  best  spring  steel  wires,  twisted  main  cables,  well  woven  cross  wires.  Heavy 
enough  for  all  purposes,  yet  low  in  price.  Heavy  galvanizing,  expansion  and 
contraction  provided  for.   Once  properly  put  up  will  last  practically  forever. 

THE  ELLWOOD  FENCES 

Sold  by  our  agents  everywhere.     If  no  agent  in  your  town  write  direct  to 
AMERICAN  STEEL  &  WIRE  CO.,        =       Chicago  or  New  York. 


If  you  want  the  best  Clover  Meal  that  is  manufactured,  write  the  Jordan 
Milling  Co. 

The  Jordan  Milling  Co.  manufactures  this  Brooder.  Write  for  Catalogue  and 
sample  of  Clover  Meal.  JORDAN  MILLING  CO.,  Jordan,  N.  Y. 


A   Bright  Idea. 

The  New 

Prairie  State 

Incubator. 

New  Patent  flachine. 

New  Patent  Regulator. 

New  Patent  Egg  Turner,  etc. 

Used  exclusively  by  the  Largest  Poul- 
try Breeders  in  the  World. 

310--FIRST  PREMIUMS— 310 

SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE. 

Prairie  State  Incubator  Co., 

HOMER  CITY,  PA. 


jlest  Incubator  for  the  Money. 

J  .  THE  RELIABLE  BANTLING  SPECIAL  50-Egg 

L1        -^nwiStt-a.   "Kn4-.it  ap  nlovt.hincr    Mnr1pwit.il  Relmhlw  AVn  Ar.ness  i 
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SORBS 


Egg  Size. 

_  t  a  toy  or  plaything.  Made  with  Reliable  exactness  and  care. 
The  equal  of  any  hatcher  made,  only  smaller.  Just  the  thing 
for  those  needing  moderate  capacity.    Results  guaranteed 

nstructions  are  followed.    Full  description  Qfltk   PrilTIIQV  0(1111  TDV  RAMf  I 
these  and  our  full  line  of  incubators  in  our  fcUM   Utll  I  UM    rUULIIll  DUUfc, 
sent  for  lOe.   Tells  all  about  the  poultry  business.   Worth  many  dollars  to  every  breeder 

large  or  smaii.  send  for  it  now.  Renah|e  incubator  and  Brooder  Co.  BoxA-169  Qulncjr,  III 


Extraordinary  Offer ! 

The  Youth's  Companion,  Per  Year,  $1.75, 

to  1 901,  including  the  Thanksgiving,  Christmas  and  New 
Year's  Double  Numbers  for  two  years.  The  Twelve  Color 
Companion  Calendar  for  1900  (an  exquisite  and  dainty 
gift)  and 

FARM-POULTRY,  Per  Year,  $1.00. 

Both  papers  to  Jan.  i,  1901,  for  only  $2.25  in  advance. 

Address  I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  Boston,  Mass. 
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Farm=  Poultry 


October  15 


FARM-POULTRY 

PRACTICAL  EXPERIMENT  CLUB. 

In  this  department  all  published  matter  pertaining  to 
the  Experiment  Club  and  its  work  will  appear.  We 
vanl  every  member  to  feel  perfectly  free  to  ask  ques- 
tions and  make  suggestions.  Discussions  of  topics  sug- 
gested to  members  by  their  own  record  sheets  are 
especially  desired. 

Summary  of   Hatching  Records 
Returned  by  Club  Members. 

Introductory 

A  large  number  of  hatching  records  have 
already  been  sent  in,  and  although  all  the 
records  are  not  yet  in,  we  have  sufficient  to 
give  a  presentable  summary  of  this  season's 
work.  Most  of  the  records  are  very  well 
kept,  and  we  have  found  a  study  of  them 
very  interesting. 

Contrary  to  the  indications  early  in  the 
season,  we  find  that  the  general  run  of  hatches 
have  been  remarkably  good  this  year.  With 
a  few  notable  exceptions  the  eggs  have  shown 
good  fertility,  and  the  percentage  hatched  has 
been  also  good.  Some  of  our  members  have 
had  unusually  poor  results  with  hatching  eggs 
this  season,  and  more  have  had  very  good 
hatches.  When  the  season's  work  will  show 
that  the  chicks  hatched  represent  more  than 
fifty  per  cent  of  all  the  eggs  set,  it  can  be 
counted  good  results.  That  is,  although  we 
should  aim  to  get  much  better  results,  if  we 
succeed  in  hatching  more  than  fifty  per  cent 
of  all  the  eggs  set  during  the  season,  we  can 
count  on  a  fair  profit.  Some  of  the  records 
will  make  a  much  better  showing  than  fifty 
per  cent  of  all  eggs  set. 

Some  of  our  members  have  not  made  a  good 
showing;  some  have  made  a  very  poor  show- 
ing. In  a  few  instances,  where  cheap  incu- 
bators were  used,  the  machines  failed  to  hatch 
even  a  decent  per  cent  of  the  fertile  eggs, 
while  eggs  from  the  same  stock  hatched  well 
under  hens.  In  such  cases  part  of  the  trouble 
was  due  to  a  poor  machine.  It  was  not  all 
the  fault  of  the  machine,  for  the  operator 
being  inexperienced,  was  in  part  at  fault.  A 
poor  incubator  or  an  old  fashioned  one  is  a 
pretty  poor  article  to  own.  In  the  hands  of 
an  experienced  incubator  operator  even  a 
poor  machine  can  be  made  to  give  fairly  good 
results  if  supplied  with  good  eggs,  but  in  the 
hands  of  a  novice  it  is  worse  than  useless. 
Given  a  good  up  to  date  incubator,  the  novice 
can,  if  he  follows  directions  and  uses  good 
eggs,  hatch  as  well  as  an  expert.  So  while 
experience  is  a  good  deal,  it  is  not  everything. 
Some  failures  are  due  to  the  difficulty  some 
people  have  in  following  directions  when  they 
think  they  know  a  better  way  of  their  own. 

So  far  as  sitters  go,  almost  any  kind  of  a 
hen  that  would  sit  was  used  by  some  of  our 
members,  with  the  result  that  good,  bad,  and 
indifferent  mothers  were  fouud  iu  all  degrees 
of  broody  heudom.  The  Plymouth  Rocks 
and  Wyandottes  deserve  mention  as  furnish- 
ing the  majority  of  reliable  sitters.  As  to 
place  to  sit  the  hens,  our  members  tried  all 
sorts  of  nests  —  nests  in  very  dry  and  in  very 
moist  (wet  at  times)  locations, —  and  there 
was  no  apparent  difference  iu  the  resulting 
hatches.  Good  well  fertilized  eggs  with 
strong  germs  out  of  healthy  stock  would 
batch  in  almost  any  place,  while  eggs  from 
stock  not  in  good  condition  were  difficult  to 
hatch  in  any  situation.  The  most  popular 
nests  were  boxes  with  a  layer  of  sand,  ashes, 
or  earth  on  the  bottom,  and  hay,  chaff,  or 
straw  on  top  of  that  to  make  the  nest.  The 
location  or  construction  of  the  nest  seems  to 
be  a  matter  of  indifference  so  long  as  it  suits 
the  hen,  and  the  eggs  given  to  her  are  good 
hatchable  eggs.  It  is  important  that  the  hen 
be  suited  —  almost  as  important  as  the  quality 
of  the  eggs,  for  a  broody  hen  that  is  dissatis- 
fied with  her  surroundings  is  "  an  onery 
beast." 

Provided  the  breeding  stock  is  in  good 
condition,  the  season  of  the  year  that  the  eggs 
are  set  seems  to  matter  very  little.  There  is 
a  little  more  difficulty  iu  keeping  the  breeding 
stock  in  proper  condition  in  extreme  weather 
(summer  or  winter) ;  probably  the  greatest 
difficulty  is  met  in  mid-winter.  Provided 
with  good  eggs,  a  good  sitter  will  give  good 
hatches  at  any  season  if  set  in  a  place  pro- 
tected from  the  weather. 

Where  the  eggs  run  a  large  number  infer- 


tile, there  will  always  be  a  number  of  weak 
germs  and  unhatchable  fertile  eggs.  When 
eggs  are  found  to  run  low  iu  fertility,  testing 
should  not  be  neglected  if  we  are  to  get  the 
best  results  possible  from  the  eggs.  If  the 
infertile  eggs  and  dead  germs  are  allowed  to 
remain  with  the  stronger  Jive  eggs,  the  hatch- 
ability  of  the  latter  will  be  impaired.  Every- 
one ought  to  practice  testing  their  eggs, 
unless,  as  was  the  case  of  a  Connecticut 
member,  one  is  getting  hatches  representing 
90  per  cent  of  all  eggs  set  under  hens. 

Iu  nearly  all  cases  where  the  fault  was  not 
directly  the  re.>ult  of  bad  sitters,  poor  incuba- 
tors, and  poor  management,  the  poor  hatches 
of  our  members  who  failed  to  get  good  results 
were  due  to  faulty  condition  of  their  breeding 
stock.  It  is  impossible  to  put  too  much 
emphasis  on  the  necessity  of  having  breeding 
stock  in  the  best  of  health,  with  a  strong  con- 
stitution, and  an  inheritance  of  health.  They 
must  be  kept  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  it 
is  dollars  out  of  the  breeder's  pocket  every 
time  he  neglects  this  most  important  consid- 
eration. Every  bird  that  shows  a  weakness 
or  temporary  ailment,  or  lack  of  condition, 
should  at  once  be  taken  from  the  breeding 
pen,  aud  .should  not  go  back  until  it  is  certain 
that  it  is  again  in  fit  condition  for  breeding. 
Unless  the  breeder  breeds  for  health,  and  uses 
healthy  stock  for  the  foundation  on  which  to 
build  his  stock,  he  need  not  look  for  good 
results.  You  cannot  breed  health  with  the 
parentage  of  disease,  any  more  than  you  can 
make  a  bad  egg  into  a  good  oue.  Test  the 
fertility  of  your  eggs  from  the  breeding  pens 
at  frequent  intervals.  When  the  eggs  fail  to 
show  a  good  percentage  of  fertility,  look  into 
the  matter,  aud  find  out  the  condition  of  your 
birds.  If  the  fertility  is  low  something  is 
wrong,  and  it  is  almost  always  "  faulty  con- 
dition.'' The  birds  are  not  in  normal  health, 
they  lack  sufficient  exercise,  eat  too  much  or 
too  little,  are  too  much  confined,  or  have  too 
much  range;  the  water  needs  attention,  or 
some  other  thing,  trifling  in  itself,  but  great 
iu  the  ill  results  which  follow,  needs  immedi- 
ate attentiou.  There  is  only  one  way  to  keep 
posted,  and  that  is  to  study  the  fowls  and 
know  every  member  of  the  flock.  Asking- 
questions  of  some  one  who  does  not  know 
your  birds  may  help,  and  it  may  not;  but  if 
you  make  yourself  familiar  with  your  birds, 
and  learn  their  habits,  you  will  not  need  to 
ask  inany  questions.  Never  lose  sight  of  the 
fact  that  unless  the  stock  is  in  sound  health 
the  eggs  will  not  hatch  well,  and  chicks  out 
of  stock  in  poor  condition  are  poor  property. 

In  the  matter  of  keeping  eggs  for  hatching, 
some  of  our  members  followed  the  directions 
given  by  some  authorities,  and  placed  their 
eggs  on  end  iu  cases,  and  turned  them  regu- 
larly every  day.  Others  turned  the  eggs  less 
often,  and  packed  them  away  lying  on  their 
sides.  Some  simply  placed  the  eggs  in  boxes 
or  baskets,  and  covered  them  with  flannel  laid 
lightly  over  the  top  of  box  or  basket,  the  eggs 
remaining  undisturbed  until  wanted  for  a 
hatching.  If  there  was  any  difference  in  the 
effect  of  the  means  employed,  it  was  in  favor 
of  the  eggs  which  were  allowed  to  remain 
undisturbed.  Eggs  simply  laid  in  a  basket, 
and  covered  with  a  flannel  cloth,  were  kept 
for  three  weeks  undisturbed,  and  hatched 
fully  as  well  as  the  same  quality  of  eggs  but  a 
few  days  old.  Eggs  packed  in  dusty  material 
like  clover  meal,  and  shut  out  from  the  air, 
gave  the  poorest  hatches. 

Hatching  eggs  seems  to  be  pretty  much  the 
same  all  over  the  country,  as  the  following 
brief  summaries  of  the  hatching  records  from 
various  parts  of  the  states  aud  Canada,  will 
show.  Eor  convenience  we  have  given  the 
briefs  of  the  reports  received  thus  far,  under 
the  headings  of  the  states  represented. 

Massachusetts. 

Arlington  member  reports  hatches  of  Silver 
Wyandotte  eggs.  Hens  were  set  in  boxes 
and  barrels,  on  nests  made  of  sawdust  and 
hay.  March,  110  eggs  set, 83  fertile,  50  chicks ; 
April,  14  eggs,  9  fertile,  7  chicks.  About  62 
per  cent  of  the  fertile  eggs  were  hatched. 

Bridgewater  member  reports  results  with 
Black  Cochin  eggs.  Hens  were  set  in  deep 
boxes  and  butter  firkins,  on  hay.  February, 
94  eggs  set  gave  46  chicks;  March,  102  eggs, 
51  chicks;  April,  171  eggs,  131  chicks;  May, 
155  eggs,  95  chicks.  About  62  per  cent  of  all 
eggs  set  were  hatched. 

Cambridge   member   reports   hatches  of 


White  Wyandotte  eggs.  Hens  were  set  in 
regular  laying  boxes.  March,  26  eggs  set,  15 
chicks;  April,  39  eggs,  30  chicks.  Over  69 
per  cent  of  all  eggs  set  were  hatched. 

Foxboro  member  reports  for  White  Ply- 
mouth Hock  eggs  set  under  P.  Rock  hens  set 
in  regular  box  nests.  No  tests.  January,  13 
eggs  set,  10  chicks;  February,  57  eggs,  33 
chicks;  March,  104  eggs,  69  chicks;  April,  52 
eggs,  40  chicks;  June,  26  eggs,  24  chicks. 
About  70  per  cent  of  all  eggs  set  under  hens 
were  hatched.  Report  of  a  small  incubator  — 
March,  30  eggs  set,  12  chicks;  April,  50  eggs, 
10  chicks;  27.5  per  cent  of  all  eggs  set  iu  toy 
machine  were  hatched. 

Greenfield  member  reports  hatches  of  Buff 
Wyandotte  eggs  set  under  hens.  Hens  were 
set  in  boxes  of  sawdust,  aud  located  in  aud 
under  hen  house.  February,  18  eggs  set,  9 
chicks;  March,  10d  eggs,  43  chicks;  April,  40 
eggs,  no  chicks;  May,  84  eggs,  65  chicks; 
June,  37  eggs,  33  chicks.  Over  53  per  cent  of 
all  eggs  set  were  hatched. 

Lynn  member  reports  as  follows:  March, 
22  White  Wyandotte  eggs  set  under  hens,  on 
ashes  and  straw,  gave  11  chicks;  April,  40 
eggs,  W.  W.,  B.  P.  R.,  and  Lt.  Brahma,  under 
heus,  gave  21  chicks;  May,  12  W.Wyandotte 
eggs,  10  chicks.  About  57  per  cent  of  all  eggs 
set  under  heus  were  hatched.  Incubator 
record  —  March,  79  eggs,  14  chicks;  April, 
116  eggs,  49  chicks.  Less  than  33  per  cent  of 
all  eggs  set  in  incubator  were  hatched.  Chief 
fault  was  the  breeding  stock  was  not  in 
proper  condition.  Iucubator  was  located  in  a 
damp  cellar. 

Pottersville  member  reports  hatches  for 
several  varieties.  Hens  were  set  in  nest 
boxes  out  of  doors,  aud  protected  from  the 
weather  by  an  improvised  shed  of  Neponset 
paper  aud  larger  boxes.  No  tests.  March, 
111  eggs  set,  76  chicks;  April,  100  eggs,  37 
chicks  —  many  eggs  broken  by  sitters;  May, 
29  eggs,  25  chicks ;  57.5  per  cent  of  all  eggs 
set  were  hatched. 

Rochdale  member  reports  hatches  of  Wyan- 
ilottes  and  crosses.  All  hatched  under  hens, 
box  nests  filled  with  hay.  December,  33  eggs 
gave  17  chicks;  January,  88  eggs,  46  chicks; 
February,  110  eggs,  52  chicks;  March,  153 
eggs,  64  chicks;  April,  273  eggs,  119  chicks; 
May,  143  eggs,  93  chicks.  About  49  per  cent 
of  all  eggs  set  were  hatched.  Several  hens 
were  poor  sitters. 

Westboro  member  reports  hatches  of  White 
Plymouth  Rock  eggs.    February,  13  eggs  set 

—  9  fertile,  9  chicks;  March,  66  eggs  —53  fer- 
tile, 42  chicks  ;  April,  91  eggs  — 85  fertile,  60 
chicks.  Over  75  per  cent  of  fertile  eggs  were 
hatched. 

Winchester  member  reports  for  several 
varieties,  including  Black  Langshans,  Black 
and  Silver  Hamburgs,  and  Black  Miuorcas  — 
April,  110  eggs  set,  58  chicks  hatched;  May, 
87  eggs,  52  chicks;  June,  104  eggs,  86  chicks. 
About  65  per  centof  all  eggs  set  were  hatched. 

Maine. 

Maine  member  reports  for  grade,  cross, 
White  Wyandottes,  and  Barred  Plymouth 
Rock  eggs  hatched  under  hens.  Nests  were 
made  in  boxes  Of  hay.  No  record  was  made 
of  tests  for  fertility.  March,  177  eggs  set,  131 
chicks;  April,  355  eggs,  208  chicks;  May,  106 
eggs,  55  chicks.  About  62  per  cent  of  all  eggs 
set  were  hatched. 

Vermont. 

Vermont  member  reports  incubator  hatches 
as  follows:  March,  100  White  Wyandotte 
eggs  —78  fertile,  68  chicks;  April,  100  White 
Wyandotte  and  Barred  Plymouth  Rock  eggs 

—  80  fertile,  72  chicks;  60  White  Wyandotte 
eggs— 52  fertile,  48  chicks;  June,  125  Rhode 
Island  Red  eggs  — 110  fertile,  98  chicks;  100 
Buff  Wyandotte  eggs  — 91  fertile,  83  chicks; 
July,  125  R.  I.  Red  eggs— 92  fertile,  80  chicks. 
Incubator  record  over  89.2  per  cent  of  the  fer- 
tile eggs  hatched. 

Same  member  reports  following  hatches 
made  with  hens  in  nests  made  of  boxes  filled 
with  straw  or  hay,  and  with  earth  bottoms: 
March,  20  White  Wyandotte  eggs  — 13  fertile, 
9  chicks ;  April,  13  B.  P.  Rock  eggs— 10  fertile, 
9  chicks;  May,  13  White  Wyandotte  eggs— 10 
fertile,  10  chicks ;  15  R.  I.  Red  eggs— 13  fertile, 
12  chicks.  With  heus  about87  per  centof  the 
fertile  eggs  were  hatched.  With  this  member 
the  incubator  hatched  better  than  the  hens. 
Machine  uS3d  was  a  first  class  high  grade 
incubator. 


Poultry 

to  be  profitable,  must 
lay  well  in  winter  when 
eggs  are  high.  To  in- 
duce winter  laying  you 
should  feed  liberally  of 
the  greatest  egg  pro- 
ducer known,  green  cut 
bone — not  dried  bone. 
Webster  &  Hannum 

BONE  CUTTER 

is  the  most  popular 
among  practical  poul- 
try-men. It  runs  with 
half  the  power  of  others,  requiring  but  one 
hand  to  operate  and  is  the  only  one  which 
cuts  bone  fine  enough  for  young"  chicks.  It 
also  cuts  meat,  gristle  and  vegetables  with- 
out clogging.  This  is  why  it  received  the 
only  award  at  World's  Fair,  Chicago. 

Read  what  F.  E.  Dawley,  Director  of 
Farmers'  Institutes  of  New  York  State, 
says  : 

"  I  would  urge  every  one  who  keeps  fowls  to 
feed  green  bone  if  they  are  after  profit,  and  from 
experience  would  say,  get  a  Webster  &  Hannum 
Cutter  to  do  the  work  with.  I  am  not  at  all  in- 
terested in  the  sale  of  the  Webster  &  Hannum 
Cutter,  and  have  paid  full  price  for  the  one  I  use, 
so  have  no  axe  to  grind." 

Stearns  Clov- 
er Cutters  and 
Grit  Crushers 
are  a  necessity 
to  every  poultry 
yard.  A  scien- 
tific treatise  on 
poultry  feeding,  with  catalogue  of  bone  cutte.s,  clover 
cutters,  grit  crushers,  etc.,  will  be  mailed  free  to  all 
applying  for  it. 

E.  C.  STEARNS  &  CO.,  Box  4  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

"We  are  in  Line 
For  Your  Fall 

PRINTING 

Our  line  new  catalogue  gives  you  some  new  ideas. 
Write  us  for  your  wants.   We  print  everything. 
EAGLE  PUB.  CO.,  Job  Dept.,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 
Catalogue  free. 

Ma*  e  Yaw  fggnS  p&y 

You  can't  afford  to  feed  hens  all  winter 
without  some  adequate  returns.  Hens 
_  Vwv'iWl  will  lay  just  as  well  in  winter  as  in 
^■J\^?V;'[V1m  summer  if  they  are  fed  properly 

-M  EVAN'S... 

Vegetable  and  Root 

GUTTERS 


^  come  to  the  relief  of  all 
poultrymen  at  this  point. 
They  cut  all  roots  and 
vegetables  into  fine  poul- 
Ltry  food.  Relished  by  all 
■fowls  and  is  profitable  as 
"toresults.  Beats  dried  clo- 
ver, clover  meal,  &c. 
Machines  greatly  improv- 
ed this  season.  Remem- 
ber, It  will  double  the 
oire-  thU  winter.  Write  for  catalogue  prices.  &c. 
EVANS  MFG.  CO.  Dept.  J.  231  River  St.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

DO  YOU  WANT  LAYERS? 

Cox's  Barred  Ply.  Rocks 

Are  as  good  as  the  best,—  strong,  healthy,  vigorous 
nicely  barred,  farm  raised  birds,  selected  year  by  war 
for  eggs  fur  nine  years;  194  eggs  per  lien,  yearly. 
Strictly    fresh,  highly    fertile   eggs  for  hatching 

Every  Day  in  the  Year, 

at  $2  per  13;  So  per  39;  $10  per  100. 

Cockerels,  $3,  $4,  $5  ea. 

H.  F.  COX.  Sabbath  Rest,  Pa. 


SIX 
8  FREE 


6  PLANTS  OF  NEW 
RED  CROSSCURRANT 

We  desire  to  Introduce 
Green's  Fruit  Grower,  (a 
montbly.established  issi ;  into 
50,000  new  homes.  We 
offer  to  send  it  six  months  on 
trial  for  20c.  and  mail  each 
subscriber  ti  strong  plants 
of  Red  Cross  Currant 
FREE. 

Experiment  Sta.  Report 
says:  ''Red  Cross  Currant 
is  our  choice  for  main  crop. ' 
Largest,  sweetest  most  pro- 
duclive.    Send  only  20c.  to 

EEN'S  FRUIT  GROWER,  Rochester,  N.  T 


FREE  RANGE. 

My  young  While  Wyandotte  slock  has  free  range. 
I  ullets.  cocks  and  cockerels  for  sale   No  heus.  BrM 
for  meal  and  cgL's  ;  also  as  m  ar  standard  as  possible 
W.  W.  BOHN,  Robesonla,  Pa. 
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Rhode  Island. 

Member  from  Rhode  Island  reports  hatches 
of  White  Wyaudotte  eggs.  Heus  were  set  in 
boxes;  bottom  of  box  covered  with  sifted 
ashes,  then  tobacco  dust  and  naphtaline  flakes, 
then  straw  or  hay.  Hens  were  dusted  with 
lice  powder  three  times  during  hatch.  Chicks 
were  practically  free  from  lice  when  taken 
from  nests.  Eggs  for  hatching  were  kept 
from  two  days  to  three  weeks  in  common 
grape  basket,  and  were  covered  with  light 
flannel  cloth.  They  were  not  turned  or  dis- 
turbed until  wanted  for  hatching.  March,  78 
eggs  set  —  TO  fertile,  58  chicks;  April,  67  eggs 
— all  fertile,  60  chicks.  About  87  per  ceut  of 
the  fertile  eggs  hatched. 

Connecticut. 

Connecticut  member  reports  following 
results  from  incubators:  March,  576  cross 
eggs  set  — 447  fertile,  267  chicks;  April,  960 
cross  eggs  —  796  fertile,  370  chicks;  May,  935 
mixed  eggs— 767  fertile, 362  chicks;  332  mixed 
eggs — no  test,  185  chicks.  Over  55  per  cent  of 
fertile  eggs  hatched. 

Same  member  reports  for  hatches  with 
heus  set  in  hay  nests.  March,  10  eggs  —  5 
fertile,  1  chick;  April,  183  eggs,  149  chicks; 
May,  40  eggs,  28  chicks.  About  76  per  cent 
of  all  eggs  set  under  hens  hatched. 

Another  member  in  same  state  reports  as 
follows- for  home  raised  Rhode  Island  Red 
eggs.  Incubator  hatches :  March,  32  eggs  — 
all  fertile,  14  chicks;  April,  50  eggs  — 48  fer- 
tile, 14  chicks;  50  eggs  —  all  fertile,  14  chicks. 
About  32.3  per  cent  of  fertile  eggs  were 
hatched.  Hatches  under  hens :  September, 
'98,  32  eggs,  21  chicks;  January,  20  eggs,  2 
chicks;  February,  15  eggs,  8  chicks;  March. 
33  eggs,  16  chicks;  April,  41  eggs,  13  chicks; 
May,  90  eggs,  66  chicks;  June,  15  eggs,  14 
chicks.  About  49  per  cent  of  all  eggs  set 
under  hens  were  hatched.  It  is  almost  certain 
that  these  poor  hatches  were  due  to  fowls  not 
being  in  fit  breeding  condition  until  late  in 
April.  The  poor  incubator  results  were  prob- 
ably due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  a  cheap  50-egg 
incubator  was  used.  It  is  queer  that  the  three 
hatches  with  the  machine  gave  fourteen  chicks 
each  time.  Was  it  only  coincidence,  or  does 
it  indicate  some  peculiar  fault  in  the  machine 
itself? 

A  Barred  riymouth  Rock  member  of  the 
same  state  reports  incubator  and  hen  hatches. 
Incubator  hatches :  March,  160  eggs,  79  chicks. 
About  49  per  cent  of  all  eggs  set  were  hatched. 
Report  for  hens  set  in  barrels  and  boxes  on 
hay  :  February,  52  eggs  set,  48  chicks ;  March, 
84  eggs,  82  chicks;  April,  65  eggs,  58  chicks; 
May  75  eggs,  75  chicks.  Nearly  96  per  ceut 
of  all  eggs  set  under  hens  were  hatched.  No 
tests  were  made  for  fertility.  This  member 
did  wisely  to  give  up  her  incubator, —  a  back 
number  machine,  and  which  she  did  not 
understand.  She  knows  how  to  hatch  with 
hens  —  there  is  no  doubt  about  it. 

White  Wyaudotte  member  of  same  state 
reports  hatches  with  heus,  and  a  toy  incuba- 
tor. Incubator  record:  March,  24  eggs  set, 
8  chicks;  April,  24  eggs,  14  chicks.  About 
46  per  cent  of  all  eggs  set  were  hatched. 
Results  with  hens  —  hens  were  set  in  nests 
made  in  boxes,  with  earth  covered  with  hay. 
March,  11  eggs  set,  11  chicks;  April,  78  eggs, 
70  chicks;  May,  65  eggs,  55  chicks.  Over  88 
per  cent  of  all  eggs  set  under  hens  were 
hatched.  This  member  also  made  better 
returns  by  sticking  to  hens. 

New  York. 

New  York  member  reports  for  White 
Wyandotte  eggs  .set  under  Wyandottes. 
Nests  used  were  boxes,  and  tubs  of  hay. 
February,  26  eggs,  15  chicks,  4  eggs  chilled 
when  hatching;  March,  52  eggs  gave  42 
chicks;  April,  65  eggs  gave  52  chicks;  May, 
39  eggs  gave  30  chicks.  Early  hatches  required 
twenty-three  days  incubation.  No  record  of 
test  for  fertility.  About  77  per  cent  of  all 
eggs  set  were  hatched. 

Barred  Plymouth  Rock  member  of  New 
York  reports  following  hatches  of  home  eggs 
in  a  home  made  hot  water  incubator:  March, 
252  eggs  set' — 188  fertile,  77  chicks;  356  eggs 
>et—  209  fertile,  97  chicks;  April,  370  eggs  set 
—  329  fertile,  180  chicks.  Machiue  was  used 
for  the  first  time,  and  moisture  and  ventilation 
were  a  puzzle  to  operator.  Average  temper- 
ature was  103°.  The  incubator  holds  about 
a  barrel  of  water,  and  is  run  by  drawing  off 
pooled  water  in  tank,  and  adding  hot  water. 


About  4S.76  per  cent  of  fertile  eggs  were 
hatched. 

New  York  member  reporting  for  White 
Cochins,  set  all  hens  in  boxes  of  hay.  Feb- 
ruary, 11  eggs,  3  chicks;  March,  26  eggs,  22 
chicles;  April,  29  eggs,  19  chicks.  About  66.7 
per  ceut  of  all  eggs  set  were  hatched.  Feb- 
ruary eggs  were  about  half  infertile. 

New  Jersey. 

Member  in  New  Jersey  who  keeps  several 
varieties,  reports  following  results  from  incu- 
bator hatches:  February,  (all  in  same  incu- 
bator) White  Plymouth  Rocks,  93  eggs  set  — 
91  fertile,  2S  chicks;  Silver  Wyandottes,  18 
eggs  set — 14  fertile,  4  chicks;  White  Wyan- 
dottes, 14  eggs  set— 14  fertile,  1  chick;  March, 
Auconas,  55  eggs  set  —  48  fertile,  6  chicks; 
White  Leghorns,  45  eggs  set  —  42  fertile,  12 
chicks;  all  set  in  one  machiue.  March—  later 
hatch  in  first  machiue  —  102  White  Plymouth 
Rock  eggs  —  91  fertile,  59  chicks ;  29  Silver 
Wyandotte  eggs  —  21  fertile,  10  chicks;  12 
White  Wyaudotte  eggs  —  3  fertile,!  chick; 
37.3  per  cent  of  fertile  eggs  hatched.  This 
member  lays  his  poor  luck  to  inexperience 
with  machines  used>. 

Another  member  in  same  state  reports  for 
hatches  from  home  raised  eggs:  February, 
13  White  Plymouth  Rock  eggs  —  13  fertile, 
7  chicks ;  March,  39  W.  P.  R.  eggs  set  —  28 
fertile, 28  chicks;  April,  70  eggs  set— 56  fertile 
55  chicks;  13  Black  Minorca  eggs  set  —  7  fer- 
tile, 7  chicks;  May,  45  W.  P.  R.  eggs  set—  34 
fertile,  33  chicks.  W.  P.  Rock  and  Buff 
Cochin  hens  used  as  sitters,  set  in  boxes  of 
hay.  Over  94  per  ceut  of  fertile  eggs  were 
hatched. 

New  Jersey  member  reporting  for  hatches 
of  eggs  of  crosses,  pure  Barred  Plymouth 
Rocks,  and  White  Wyandottes,  set  his  hens 
in  bottomless  boxes  placed  on  the  grouud, 
and  bedded  with  straw.  March,  13  eggs  set — 
10  fertile,  9  chicks ;  April,  170  eggs  —  127  fer- 
tile, 101  chicks;  May,  60  eggs  —  54  fertile,  47 
chicks.  Over  82  per  cent  of  fertile  eggs 
hatched.  Dipping  the  eggs  in  warm  water 
on  the  nineteenth  day  was  practiced. 

Michigan. 

Member  in  Michigan  reports  experience 
with  new  incubators,  which  he  apparently 
did  not  run  strictly  according  to  directions. 
Machines  were  run  in  brooder  house.  Eggs 
of  four  breeds  were  set  at  one  time,  including 
Light  Brahmas,  White  Plymouth  Rocks, 
Brown  Leghorns  and  Black  Minorcas.  (We 
question  the  advisability  of  mixing  white  and 
brown  eggs  for  incubator  use.  Leghorn  and 
Brahma  eggs  in  one  nest  do  not  hatch  as  well 
under  hens  as  do  Leghorn  and  Brahma  eggs 
set  in  separate  nests) ;  March,  850  eggs  were 
set  —  500  were  fertile,  50  hatched  ;  April,  1050 
eggs  were  set  —  650  were  fertile,  125  hatched  ; 
May,  385  eggs  set  —  250  fertile,  75  hatched. 
The  poor  hatches  were  probably  due  quite  as 
much  to  poorly  fertilized  and  debilitated  eggs 
as  to  inexperienced  handling  of  machines. 
About  18  per  cent  of  fertile  eggs  were  hatched. 

Another  Michigan' member  reports  hatches 
of  home  raised  White  Wyandotte  eggs.  Hens 
were  all  set  in  boxes,  with  sand  on  bottom, 
and  then  straw.  March,  13  eggs,  9  chicks; 
April,  29  eggs,  22  chicks;  May,  56  eggs,  45 
chicks;  June,  32  eggs,  26  chicks.  No  test 
made  to  ascertain  fertility.  About  78.5  per 
ceut  of  eggs  set  were  hatched. 

Wisconsin. 

Wisconsin  member  reports  hatches  from 
eggs  of  home  raised  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks. 
Cocks  were  hatched  in  April  and  May,  1898, 
and  hens  were  hatched  in  April,  1S98.  April 
hatches  were  from  eggs  of  heus  in  confine- 
ment; other  hatches  from  eggs  of  hens  on 
range.  Several  hens  are  noted  on  report  as 
leaving  the  nest  after  sitting  a  few  days,  and 
these  are  not  included  in  our  summary.  Hens 
used  for  sitters  were  B.  P.  Rocks  and  crosses. 
April,  26  eggs  in  hanging  nest  filled  with  hay, 
gave  11  chicks;  May,  26  eggs  on  dry  hay,  18 
chicks;  12  eggs  out  of  doors  on  ground,  heavy 
rains  during  hatch,  11  chicks ;  35  eggs  in  nests 
of  dry  hay  and  corn  husks,  gave  30  chicks: 
June,  50  eggs  in  hay  nests  in  corn  crib  and 
hen  coop,  gave  40  chicks;  July,  19  eggs  in 
stolen  nests  out  of  doors,  gave  9  chicks; 
August,  26  eggs  in  nests  in  hen  coop,  gave  13 
chicks;  15  eggs  in  out  door  nest  on  ground 
among  weeds,  gave  14  chicks.  Apparently  the 
location  of  nests  made  no  difference  in  the 
hatching.    No  test  of  fertility  was  made. 


THE  MODERN  ^JOVE  POLISH 


PASTE 
CAKE  OF^ 
LIQUID, 


Every  Package  Guaranteed. 

«J«L«PReSCOTT  &  CO.,NELWYORK^ 


About  70  per  cent  of  all  eggs  set  under  hens 
which  completed  incubation,  were  hatched. 
Minnesota. 
Minnesota  member's  hatching  records  show 
some  excellent  hatches.  Eggs  used  were  all 
home  raised  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks.  Two 
sittings  set  the  latter  part  of  April,  15  eggs  in 
each  sitting,  hatched  26  strong  chicks,  13 
chicks  to  each  sitting;  28  eggs  set  under  two 
heus  in  May  gave  18  chicks;  one  of  these  sit- 
tings was  considerably  damaged  by  an  uneasy 
sitter;  15  June  eggs  gave  11  chicks.  Hens 
were  all  set  in  a  box  nest,  bottom  of  box 
covered  with  a  layer  of  sand,  and  then  straw. 
Two  of  the  hens  giving  the  best  hatches  were 
off  the  nest  for  ten  and  sixteen  hours  respec- 
tively during  one  day  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
hatch,  owing  to  an  error  of  the  owner;  82  per 
cent  of  fertile  eggs  were  hatched. 

Montana. 

White  Wyandotte  member  in  Montana 
reports  hatches  of  home  raised  eggs ;  Febru- 
ary, 14  pullet  eggs  — 10  fertile,  2  chicks  — 
weather  very  cold;  March,  24  pullet  eggs  — 
19  fertile,  1  chick  —  weather  cold,  heus  uneasy 
sitters;  April,  13  pullet  eggs  —  11  fertile,  1 
chick  —  hen  left  nest  on  fourteenth  day  ;  some 
delay  getting  another  hen  on  eggs..  All  hens' 
eggs  set  after  this.  April,  78  eggs,  43  chicks; 
May,  20  eggs,  19  chicks;  June,  26  eggs,  13 
chicks.  Nests  used  were  boxes  tilled^  with 
straw.  About  55.6  per  cent  of  the  fertile  eggs 
were  hatched.  Poor  hatches  early  in  season 
were*  probably  due  largely  to  using  eggs  of 
imliiature  pullets. 

Ontario,  Canada. 

White  Wyandotte  member  in  Ontario,  Can- 
ada, sends  following  hatching  report.  All 
eggs  used  were  White  Wyandotte.  Wyan- 
dottes and  crosses  were  used  for  sitters. 
Nests  used  were  boxes  with  earth  bottom, 
and  straw  bed,  and  common  nests  in  the 
poultry  house.  No  apparent  difference  in 
hatch  due  to  nests ;  16  home  eggs  set  in  March, 
gave  11  chicks;  30  Pennsylvania  eggs  set  in 
April,  gave  24  chicks;  14  eggs  bought  of 
Ontario  breeder,  gave  10  chicks,  hatched  in 
April.  In  May  216  eggs  were  bought  in  the 
U.  S.  Only  85  of  these  eggs  were  fertile,  the 
other  131  testing  clear  on  the  tenth  day. 
From  the  85  fertile  eggs  69  chicks  were 
hatched.  It  was  a  bad  break  ou  the  part  of 
the  U.  S.  breeders  to  send  such  poorly  ferti- 
lized eggs  out  of  the  country  for  hatching  pur- 
poses. A  few  breaks  of  that  sort  would  soon 
ruiu  trade  in  eggs  for  hatching;  85.6  per  cent 


A  southern  member  wants  to  know  about 
feeding  broken  rice.  Broken  rice  is  about  the 
cheapest  grain  in  his  section  of  the  country. 
We  should  not  care  to  feed  much  rice  except 
for  fattening  chicks  or  fowls.  It  is  excellent 
to  tinish  off  fattening  with.  We  would  prefer 
to  feed  it  cooked  (boiled). 


WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

PRACTICAL  STRAIN. 

Cockerels  and  pullets  from  our  Boston  winners  tor 
sale;  also  a  few  yearling  liens.  We  cannot  he  beat 
for  utility  and  fancy  combined.  Write  and  see  if  our 
prices  are  not  right.  H.  M.  STOWELL, 

Box204.  Walpole,  Mass. 


LEE'S  LICE  KILLER 

with  a  free  sample,  on  request  being  sent  to  our 
Omaha  office.  We  have  always  guaranteed  it, 
but  guaranties  are  not  always  believed;  some 
are  good  and  some  are  not.  When  you  try  it, 
you  know  it,  and  need  no  guarantee. 

Lee's  Lice  Killer  sales  are  increasing  40  to  50 
per  cent  per  year.  It  is  on  sale  in  every  state  in 
the  Union,  and  in  Canada.  It  is  so  simple  to 
use,  so  certain  in  effect,  that  one  who  has  used 
iu  will  never  go  back  to  old  methods  of  dusting 
and  dipping.  Simply  painted  on  roosts,  it  kills 
body-lice  on  fowls  as  well  as  mites,  lice,  bed- 
bugs, etc.,  that  infest  the  roosting-places. 

Try  it.  Your  dealer  can  supply  you.  1  quart, 
30  cents;  y2  gallon,  50  cents;  1  gallon,  75  cents. 

GEO.  H.  LEE  CO.,  Omaha,  Neb.,  or  68  Murray  St.,  N.  Y. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES 

Bred  for  Utility. 

NOW  is  the  time  to  order  that  cockerel.  Don't 
wait  until  the  best  ones  have  been  picked  oul  by 
some  other  fellow.  Fine  early  hutched  birds  from 
brown  egg  prolific  laying  stock;  also  yearling  liens 
for  sale  now  at  reasonable  rates.  Write  your  wants 
and  get,  our  prices. 

F.  O.  PRICE,  ISridgewater,  Mass. 


VALUABLE  BOOK 


fff    ON  POULTRY  FOR  1800  FREE. 

Something  entirely  new  ;  the  largest  out ;  worth 
$25.  to  an jone.  Tells  all  you  may  want  to  know 
about  poultry.  How  to  build  poultry  house,  and 
MAKE  BIO  M0NEY»Hh  poultry.  Send  16o.  for 
postageand  JOHN  BAUSCHER.  Jr. 
mailing.        Boxl40         Freeport,  111. 


Nothing  Under  the  Sun  { 

will  Make  Hens  Lay  and  keep  them  in  Jk 
healthy  condition  all  the  year  round  like 


BANNER 

and 


EGG  FOODS 

Tonic. 


Thousands  can  testify  to  its  excellent 
merits.  A  trial  will  convince  you .  1  lb.  can 
25c. ;  5  cans  $1.00. \  For  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber only  we  will  sell  a  1  lb.  can  15c;  or  7 
cans  SSI.  Now  is  you  reliance  to  lay  in  a  sup- 
ply of  this  Food,  and  you  will  have  plenty  of 
Eggs  when  cold  weather  conies.  Our 
immense  illustrated  Catalogue  free.  Address 

Excelsior  Wire  and  Poultry  Supply  Co. 

28  Vesey  St.,  New  York  City. 
W.  V.  RUSS,  Proprietor. 

When  writing  kindly  mention  this  paper. 


THE  IMPROVED 


VICTOR 

ICUBATOR 

Hatches  Chickens  by  Steam 
Absolutely  self-regulatinxr. 

The  simplest,   most  reliable, 


J    11C       DllUUlCD^i  111 

and  cheapest  first-class  Hatcher 
jn  the  market.    Circulars  free. 
GEO.  ERTEL  CO..  Quincy.  Ill- 


_  a»  a  Farmer's  Boy    all  from  heavy  layers: 


He  can  qualify  him- 
self for  a  position  as 
a  first-class  Locomo- 
tive, Steam,  Electri- 
cal  or  Civil  Engineer 
without  leaving  the 
farm  until  lie  is  ready 
to  enter  his  new  occu- 
pation and 


S.  C.  White  Leghorn  cockerels,  half  grown.  $1.00. 
White  Wyaudotte  cockerels.  $2.  Light  Prahnia  cocks, 
year  old,  $2.  While  Plymouth  Rock  year  old  cocks, 
$2  to  £8.  . 

Come  earlv  and  get  the  choice. 
MICHAEL  K,  BOYER,  Hammonton,  N.J. 


EARN  A  GOOD  SALARY 


Our  system  of  teaching  by  mail  will  give  any  # 
boy  ateebnical  education.  Write  lor  pamphlet  g 
and  state  what  you  wish  to  sluriy.  g 
International  torrco.  fii'linols,  rtox  I*>80,Srranton,  Pa.  5. 


CAPON 

Gape-Worm  Extractor, 
25c.  Kemit  by  Money- 
Order  or  registered  letter. 
G.  P.  PILLING  &  SONS, 
1229  CallowUill  Street, 
PUiludelpUi'i,  Pa, 


Complete  set,"  with  full 
instructions,  post-paid, 
on  receipt  of  $2.i0.  28 p. 
Capon  Book  free  for  2c. 
stamp.  Poultry  Marker. 
25c.   Koup  Syringe,  luc. 

TOOLS 


3  SO 


K  arm=  Poultry 
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'    ■    Semi-Monthly,  • 
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I.  S.JOHNSON  &  CO.,  Boston,  Mass. 

A.  F.  HUNTER,  Editor. 
Price,  One  Dollar  per  year,  in  Advance. 
Six  months  50  Cents. 
Single  Copies  Five  Cents. 
One  Sample  Free. 
Add  for  postage  to  foreign  countries,  4S  Cents  extra 
to  j  early,  and  24  Cents  lo  six  months  subscription  rate. 

Reinit  by  P.  O.  or  Express  money  order, 
cash  or  postage  stamps,  in  registered  letter. 

Address  ail  letters,  and  make  all  payments  pat/able 
lo  I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 

22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Afass. 


When    You  Receive 

FAKM-PouLTitYin  a  Green 
Wrapper  your  subscription 
Therelore,  please  send  cash 


Green  Wrapper 

ends  with  that  issue. 
$1.00  to  renew— for— 

We  Shall  Always  Stop  the  Paper  when  the 
time  for  which  it  is  paid  has  expired:  so  that  to  avoid 
missing  numbers  all  should  renew  promptly. 

Change  in  Address  —When  ordering  a  change  in 
the  address,  subscribers  should  be  sure  to  give  their 
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EDITORIAL. 

The  Boston  Show  Premium  List. 

The  premium  list  for  thejiext  Boston  show, 
January  15  —  20,  is  in  active  preparation,  and 
will  be  mailed  to  intending  exhibitors  some- 
time next  month,  probably.  A  premium  list 
is  something  that  cannot  be  hurried;  the 
managers  having  to  wait  for  the  meetings  of 
the  executive  committees  of  the  specialty 
clubs,  so  as  to  get  the  decisions  as  to  what 
special  prizes  they  will  offer:  and  waiting  for 
the  specialty  clubs  holds  back  the  premium 
list. 

A  probable  new  feature  of  the  next  Boston 
show  will  be  a  "  isoviee  Class;  "  that  is,  pre- 
miums for  exhibitors  who  have  never  won  a 
first  or  second  premium  at  the  Boston  show. 
This  is  expected  to  call  out  many  new 
exhibitors,  which  is  a  consummation  to  be 
wished.  The  last  Boston  show  saw  a  remark- 
able increase  in  new  exhibitors,  amounting  in 
fact  to  over  a  third  of  the  whole,  which  was 
most  gratifying  to  the  management.  They 
waut  to  still  further  draw  new  names  to  the 
show  list,  and  intend  making  a  special  effort 
in  this  direction. 

The  outlook  for  the  next  Boston  show  is 
most  gratifying,  and  everything  promises  that 
it  will  exceed  all  previous  efforts. 

The  R.  I.  Poultry  Course. 

We  continue  to  receive  inquiries  as  to  the 
next  poultry  course  at  the  Rhode  Island 
Agricultural  College,  and  while  it  is  a  com- 
pliment that  our  readers  think  we  can  inform 
them  upon  every  possible  subject,  still,  in  this 
case,  we  are  obliged  to  refer  the  inquirers  to 
the  B.  I.  Agricultural  College,  Kingston,  R.  I. 
By  writing  to  headquarters  intending  pupils 
can  get  defiuite  and  official  information.  We 
understand  that  it  is  the  intention  to  have  a 
somewhat  longer  and  more  complete  course 
this  winter;  and  preparations  are  contem- 
plated for  finding  accommodations  for  a  larger 
number,  so  that  there  shall  be  fewer  at  least 
turned  away. 

It  is  a  remarkable  commentary  upon  the 
agricultural  colleges,  boards  of  agriculture, 


etc., of  different  states,  that  theinquiries  come 
to  us  from  so  many  different  sections.  We 
have  recently  received  letters  upon  this  sub- 
ject from  Maine  and  Vermont,  one  each;  two 
from  New  Jersey;  one  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  one  from  Ohio.  Isn't  it  remarkable,  nay, 
isn't  it  lamentable  that  young  men  from  these 
distant  states  have  to  look  to  little  (we  almost 
wrote  dear  little)  Rhode  Island  for  poultry 
instruction. 

The  blindness  of  the  blind  ! 

Wedding  Belle. 

Another  poultryman  has  joined  the  bene- 
dicts. We  are  favored  with  the  wedding 
cards  of  Miss  Lilliau  Beatrice  Woodies,  and 
Mr.  F.  A.  P.  Coburn,  who  were  united  in 
marriage  at  the  Eliot  church,  Lowell,  on  the 
evening  of  October  11th. 

Farm-Poultry  offers  the  congratulations 
of  its  readers  to  the  young  couple.  "  May 
they  live  long  and  prosper." 

A  Poultry  Conference  in  Kngland. 

Our  English  cousins  held  a  poultry  con- 
ference at  the  University  Extension  College, 
Reading,  in  July  last,  the  official  report  of 
which  has  just  come  to  hand,  a  goodly  volume 
of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  octavo  pages. 
The  delegates  to  the  conference  were  tendered 
a  reception  by  the  mayor  of  Reading,  and  the 
president  of  the  board  of  agriculture,  the 
Hon.  Walter  H.  Long,  M.  P.,  presided  at  the 
opening  meeting,  and  gave  the  inaugural 
address. 

Papers  were  read,  and  discussions  followed 
at  each  session;  one  afternoon  being  given  to 
an  excursion  to  the  college  poultry  farm,  at 
Theale;  auother  to  the  duck  district  about 
Aylesbury,  and  a  day  to  the  large  poultry 
fattening  establishment  of  C.  E.  Brooke,  Esq., 
late  master  of  the  Poulters  Company,  of  Lou- 
don, at  Baynard's,  Surrey. 

The  papers  were : — 

''  The  Science  and  Practice  of  Farm  Poultry 
Keeping,"  by  Mr.  George  A.  Palmer. 
"  The  Parasitic  Diseases  of  Poultry,"  by  Mr. 

F.  V.  Theobald. 

''How  Can  Science  Assist  in  the  Production 
of  Eggs  and  Poultry,"  by  M.  Louis  Yander 
Snickt,  of  Brussels,  Belgium. 

"  Exhibition  Poultry,  and  its  Influence  on 
the  Poultry  Industry  of  this  Country,"  by  Mr. 
O.  E.  Cresswell. 

"  Marketing  Problems  and  their  Solution," 
by  Mr.  Edward  Brown,  Mr.  Councillor  Veu- 
ner,  and  Mr.  R.  A.  Anderson. 

"  Education  in  Poultry  Keeping,"  by  Mr. 

G.  J.  Hill,  and  Mr.  Chas.  Williams. 

The  discussions  which  followed  the  papers 
presented  were  particularly  instructive  and 
helpful,  and  the  congress,  with  its  discussions, 
exhibitions,  and  demonstrations,  was  of  a 
decided  educational  value,  whieh  will  be  of 
influence  in  future  work.  We  print  Mr. 
Palmer's  interesting  paper  in  this  number. 

Fattening  Work  in  Canada. 

Our  neighbors  over  the  border  are  very 
much  in  earnest  in  pushing  the  poultry  fatten- 
ing work,  and  the  goverument  is  backing  up 
the  work  by  establishing  fattening  stations  in 
different  sections  to  serve  as  object  lessons, 
and  for  instruction.  We  clip  the  following 
item  from  the  Halifax  Herald  of  Sept.  15th  : 
"Wolfville  and  Poultry  Fattening. 

"Wolfville,  September  14.-  The  poultry  fat- 
tening station  for  the  western  part  of  the 
province  has  been  located  at  Wolfville,  and 
W.  M.  Black,  formerly  of  Halifax,  is  the 
man  who  is  to  manage  it.  Professor  Robert- 
son was  in  Wolfville  on  Monday,  and  made 
arrangements  with  Mr.  Black  to  take  over  the 
work.  His  present  house  for  laying  hens  is 
30  feet  long.  He  has  the  foundation  made  for 
extending  this  building  155  feet.  He  has  a 
feed  house  fitted  with  a  furnace,  and  other 
houses  for  raising  and  fattening  fowls.  A 
record  is  kept  of  every  egg  of  the  different 
hens,  and  consequently  only  the  best  are  kept. 
The  appointment  of  Mr.  Black  was  quite  a 
surprise  to  him,  and  he  has  not  much  time  to 
arrange  for  his  work.  The  necessary  build- 
ings will  be  erected  immediately,  and  inside 
of  a  few  days,  Mr.  Black  is  required  to  obtain 
500  chickens  for  the  government  station." 

We  congratulate  our  Canadian  friends  upon 


their  enterprise  and  push;  they  are  fortunate 
in  having  interested  a  man  like  Prof.  Robert- 
son in  this  work;  the  seed  which  he  is  plant- 
ing will  bring  forth  good  fruit  in  the  shape  of 
profits  to  Canadian  poultrymen. 

The  Express  Rates,  Again. 

It  seems  as  though  Farm-Poultry  had 
done  its  part  in  getting  the  express  rates 
tangle  straightened  out  ;  but  complaints  con- 
tinue to  come  of  the  extortionate,  (the  old), 
double  rate  being  charged.  Indeed,  the  Essex 
county  party  of  whom  we  spoke  in  September 
15th  number,  writes  us:  "  You  are  wrong 
about  the  single  rate  on  live  fowls,  and  half 
the  poultrymen  about  here  have  to  pay  the 
double  rate." 

We  cannot  believe  it;  because  poultrymen 
would  not  pay  the  double  charge  when  the 
legal  charge  is  "  single  merchandise  rate," 
which  Farm-Poultry  has  told  them  again 
and  again  that  it  is  single  rate. 

Here  is  the  printed  instruction  upon  that 
point,  copied  from  an  express  tariff  book : 

Poultry.—  Live,  O.  It.  of  injury,  death, 
or  escape.  Food  and  utensils  must  he  pro- 
vided by  shipper.  Coops  and  contents  must' 
not  weigh  over  150  pounds.  For  market, 
pound  rates,  minimum  charge,  35  cents  Mdse. 

Other  than  for  market.  Released  same  as 
live  stock,  charges  must  be  prepaid  or 
guaranteed;  enter  the  number  of  fowls  in 
each  coop  on  the  way  bill  Mdse. 

If  cloth  coveriug  is  used,  and  forms  a  - 
necessary  part  of  the  coop  I).  Mdse. 

Could  anything  be  plainer  than  that?  Every 
express  agent  has  that  printed  instructions  in 
his  office;  of  course  in  a  circular  of  instruc- 
tions as  to  everything  under  the  sun;  that  is 
simply  the  clause  relating  to  poultry. 

The  last  paragraph  applies  to  the  cloth 
coops  called  by  the  express  managers  "balloon 
coops,"  which  they  don't  want,  and  so  charge 
••I).  Mdse"  (double  merchandise)  rates  for. 
It  does  not  apply  to  the  slatted  coops,  with 
cloth  inside  the  slats  to  keep  oil'  drafts,  as  we 
explained  and  illustrated  in  F.-P.,  October  1, 
;9S.  We  gave  there  an  illustration  of  a  slatted 
coop  with  cloth  iuside  the  slats  to  exclude 
drafts,  which  more  than  half  the  express 
superintendents  in  Boston  told  us  was  "  all 
light,  would  go  at  one  rate  anywhere."  Before 
having  it  photographed  for  that  cut  we  carried 
it  to  nearly  all  the  express  offices  in  Boston  in 
order  to  "  fight  the  thing  to  a  finish,"  and  we 
know  that  coops  like  that  go  all  right  at  one 
rate. 

Just  as  we  are  writing  this  comes  a  letter 
from  a  customer  in  Colorado,  who  reports  the 
safe  arrival  of  such  a  coop  of  birds,  and  says : 

"But  you  should  have  heard  me  read  the 
riot  act  to  our  expressman.  They  had  me 
charged  double  rates,  but  I  was  loaded  with 
'Express  Rates,  Again,'  September  15th  F.-P., 
and  fired  it  at  him.  He  said,  'I  have  read  my 
instructions,  and  don't  have  to  be  told  my 
business  by  a  ranchman.'  'All  right,'  I  said, 
and  went  to  fetch  the  extra  §4, '  but  I  want 
you  to  understand  there  will  lie  a  kick  at 
headquarters.'  While  I  was  gone  he  cooled 
off,  and  when  I  presented  the  money  he  had 
dug  up  his  instructions,  and  found  he  was 
wrong.  So  you  see  I  saved  enough  by  being 
posted  to  pay  for  F.-P.  for  four  years.  Long 
live  F.-P." 

We  are  glad  to  have  saved  the  reader's  $4 
for  him,  and  know  that  we  have  saved  other 
dollars  for  other  readers.  Face  the  express- 
men with  the  indisputable  fact  that  poultry, 
properly  cooped,  goes  at  single  merchandise 
rate,  and  make  them  back  down,  if  they  claim 
double  rate. 

The  "  Hungry  Hen  "  Lottery. 

The  hungry  hen  lottery  has  been  hard  hit  by 
a  decision  at  Washington,  to  the  effect  that 
matter  relating  to  it  is  unmailable.  The 
scheme,  which  was  originated  by  a  poultry 
journal,  is  to  place  on  a  sheeta  quart  of  wheat, 
the  kernels  having  been  counted.  On  this 
sheet  are  placed  three  Plymouth  Rock  nens, 
that  have  been  kept  from  feed  for  six  hours. 
After  ten  minutes  the  hens  will  be  removed, 
aud  the  remaining  kernels  counted,  the  number 
eaten  by  the  hens  thereby  being  ascertained. 
The  subscriber  to  the  poultry  journal  who 
guesses  nearest  to  the  number  eaten  by  the 
hens  will  receive  §50.  The  decision  which  Is 
given  by  attorney  general  Griggs,  reads  ■ 

"  The  eating  propensities  of  hens,  even 
though  they  be  of  the  same  breed,  undoubt- 


edly vary,  and  the  number  of  kernels  eaten  by 
one  would  be  no  criterion  as  to  the  number 
that  would  be  taken  up  by  another  at  a  differ- 
ent time,  although  under  precisely  the  same 
conditions.  In  my  opinion  this  scheme  is  a 
lottery,  and  all  matter  relating  to  it  is  unmail- 
able."—  Boston  Evening  Transcript. 

Good  Laying  by  PuUets. 

A  Farm-Poultry  reader  living  in  Med- 
ford,  Mass.,  has  seventeen  White  Wyandotte 
pullets  hatched  the  last  of  February,  which 
have  been  doing  some  good  laying.  They 
began  August  7th,  with  two  eggs,  and  laid 
forty -four  eggs  in  that  month;  greatest  num- 
ber in  one  day  was  five,  laid  Aug.  31st. 

September  shows  a  total  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy  eggs,  an  average  of  ten  per  bird, 
and  not  quite  all  laying  at  that.  The  daily 
record  was : 

1,      4  11,   ,  4'  21,      5  ] 

•  2,      4  12,      5  22,  7. 

3,  5  13,      G  23,  5 

4,  5  14,      4  24,  8 

5,  3  15,      (i  25,  5 
fi,      4           16,      7          26,      8 .. 

7,  6  17,  27,  6-3 

8,  6  18,  7  28,  •  5 

9,  7  19,  5  29,  $9 
10,  '5  20,  8  30,  6 

Total,  170 
That  is  a  good  record  for  pullets,  aud  we 
shall  be  pleased  to  know  what  they  do 
throughout  the  year  beginning  October  1st. 
We  suspect  that  they  will  most  of  them 
moult,  aud  then  be  sluggish  layers. 

A  Chromo  for  an  Answer. 

.We  sometimes  receive  some  very  funny 
letters,  aud  some  that  it  is  very  puzzling  to 
answer;  but  now  and  then  we  receive  one 
which  is  absolutely  beyond  our  poor  ability, 
and  we  have  to  "give  it  up."  Here  is  one 
recently  received  from  Maine,  and  as  we  are 
"  stumped"  by  it,  we  print  it  here,  with  the 
offer  of  a  great  big  chromo  for  a  reasonable 
answer  to  it. 

"  ,  Me.,  Sept.  S,  '99. 

Dear  Sir:  —  I  have  some  chickens  that  act 
sick  for  about  two  days,  and  then  die.  There 
isn't  any  lice  on  them.  I  would  like  to  have 
you  write  me  (stamp  enclosed)  what  you 
think  is  the  trouble  with  them. 

Oblige,   " 

Comment  is  hardly  necessary.  The  stamp 
enclosed  for  answer  attests  the  good  faith  of 
the  writer,  and  while  we  have  wrestled  with 
some  pretty  difficult  problems  in  the  past  ten 
years,  we  are  compelled  to  confess  our 
inability  to  cope  with  this. 

Will  some  one  help  us? 

A  Poultry  Thief  Shot. 

A  poultryman  in  Rhode  Island  who  had 
had  trouble  with  poultry  thieves  decided  to 
protect  his  buildings  by  electric  burglar 
alarm,  and  was  awakened  the  other  night  by 
the  alarm  ringing.  Going  out  towards  the 
poultry  house,  he  discovered  two  men  escap- 
ing through  the  orchard.  He  called  upon 
them  to  stop,  which  only  quickened  their 
steps,  and  he  fired  a  charge  at  them  to  "  bring 
them  to."  One  of  the  men  dropped,  and  the 
other  escaped.  An  examination  revealed  that 
the  escaping  thief  had  been  shot  dead,  and 
that  he  was  an  Italian,  living  in  an  adjoining 
town. 

The  report  says  he  leaves  a  widow  and 
three  children,  aud  it  is,  of  course,  unfor- 
tunate that  the  husband,  aud  father  should 
lose  bis  life,  but  what  could  the  poultryman 
do?  He  would  be  foolish  to  let  the  thieves 
escape  him,  and  a  man  is  certainly  justified  in 
protecting  his  property,  even  to  the  point  of 
taking  human  life  if  necessary;  and  with  two 
to  one,  and  presumably  desperate  men  at  that, 
we  think  he  would  bejustified  in  shooting. 

Our  account  tells  us  only  that  the  poultry- 
man  surrendered  himselt  to  the  sheriff,  and 
was  released  on  nonuna  bail,  ponding  the 
aution  of  the  grant!  airy.  We  shall  watch 
for  the  outcome  of  the  case  with  interest. 


Helps  Over  riard  Spots. 

1  have  been  a  reader  of  Farm-Poultry 
for  some  time,  and  like  it  very  much.  1  know 
it  has  given  me  a  hand  over  many  hard  spots. 

Lowell,  Mass.  A.  C.  II. 


> 
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Answers  to  Correspondents. 

Correspondents  who  enclose  stamps  for  reply  receive 
'•immediate  answers  by  mail.  When  no  stamps  are 
inclosed  questions  which  are  of  general  interest  and 
have  not  recently  appeared  here  are  printed  with 
answers  in  I  his  department.  Several  correspondents 
sometimes  write  at  about  the  same  lime  to  ask  the  same 
question.  Of  course  only  one  inquiry  is  printed.  Look 
for  the  answer  to  your  question,  not  for  your  initials 
and  residence. 


Questions  Briefly  Answered. 

[Any  of  the  numbers  of  Farm-Poultry  referred 
to  below,  vvill  be  supplied  at  the  rate  of  five  cents 
each  J. 

Making  a  Mash.  (C.  A.  B.,  Yonkers,  N. 
Y.) :  You  vvill  find  all  of  your  questions 
considered  in  the  article,  "Feeding  Fowls  for 
Eggs,"  Nov.  15th,  '97,  F.-P.  That  article 
fully  describes  the  materials  used  in  making 
the  mash. 


Scaly  Leg.— (H.  A.  B.,  Somerset,  Mass.) : 
For  scaly  leg,  cleanse  the  fowl's  legs  thor- 
oughly with  warm  soapy  water.  Dry  thor- 
oughly, and  apply  sulphur  ointment.  Repeat 
frequently  until  the  logs  are  clean  and  smooth. 


Substitute  for  Cut  Bone. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Kindly  tell  me  what  to  feed 
in  place  of  fresh  cut  bone,  which  I  cannot 
obtain  here.  I  know  that  you  recommend 
meat  meal  and  beef  scraps,  but  I  thought 
perhaps  fowls  would  not  need  them  if  the 
mash  was  made  up  with  boiled  milk,  and  they 
were  fed  chopped  raw  meat  twice  a  week, 
about  a  half  ounce  to  each  fowl.  Would  the 
prepared  foods  be  preferable? 

Our  pullets  are  laying,  and  we  want  to  keep 
them  at  it.  J.  T.  J . 

Metuchen,  N.  J. 

They  would  be  well  supplied  with  animal 
food  with  the  mash  mixed  up  with  milk  aud 
chopped  raw  meat  twice  a  week,  half  an 
ounce  to  each  fowl.  Milk  is  a  perfect  food  in 
itself. 

The  great  advantage  of  the  meat  meals  is 
that  they  are  always  ready,  and  can  be  kept 
any  length  of  time  if  kept  dry. 


An  Early  Crow. 

Mr.  Editor :—  I  have  bred  Barred  P.  Blocks 
for  three  years,  but  never  before  had  cock- 
erels crow  before  three  months  old.  This 
summer  my  wife  set  a  hen  on  the  22d  day  of 
July,  and  seven  chicks  were  hatched.  When 
they  were  five  weeks  old  one  of  the  cockerels 
began  to  crow.  He  is  a  very  dark  specimen, 
and  grows  splendidly,  Can  any  F.-P.  readers 
beat  that  for  early  crowing? 

Would  you  breed  from  such  a  bird?  He 
has  dark  beak  and  yellow  shanks.       O.  H. 

Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. 

That  is  certainly  very  early  crowing  for  a 
P.  Rock.  Hasn't  he  some  Leghorn  blood  in. 
him? 

Whether  to  breed  from  him,  would  depend 
upon  several  things.  He  is  very  late  hatched, 
and  won't  be  mature  before  late  winter,  or  in 
spring;  we  wouldn't  like  to  breed  from  so 
late  hatched  a  bird.  He  may  be  too  dark  for 
good  results.  Generally  speaking,  P.  Rock 
breeders  prefer  that  the  male  bird  be  lighter 
in  color  than  the  females.  His  dark  beak  is 
against  him,  too.  In  Silver  Wyandottes, 
another  parti-colored  variety,  horn  color  in 
beak  is  allowed  by  the  Standard,  and  we 
never  could  see  any  good  reason  why  P. 
Rocks  shouldn't  be  similarly  favored. 

'Tis  too  early  to  decide  about  a  breeding 
bird,  when  he  isn't  half  grown.  Wait  till  the 
birds  are  mature,  then  select  the  best. 


inbreeding,  and  that  inbreeding  may  account 
for  the  delicacy  of  the  chicks,  and  the  fact 
that  the  Dorkings  are  rather  poor  layers. 
As  the  Dorkings  have  white  skin,  they  are 
less  desirable  for  market,  and  both  chicks  and 
fowls  fetch  a  lower  price  in  the  market;  "are 
harder  to  sell,  and  consequently  have  to  be 
sold  for  less,"  as  a  marketman  of  our 
acquaintance  expressed  it. 

The  Javas  are  an  American  breed;  indeed, 
the  Black  Javas  were  one  of  the  varieties 
used  in  making  the  Barred  P.  Rocks.  They 
are  a  good  all  purpose  breed,  and  it  is  sur- 
prising that  they  haven't  met  with  greater 
popular  favor;  but  very  few  of  tbem  are 
seen  at  the  shows,  and  they  are  almost  never 
seen  on  poultry  farms. 

For  all  around  every  day  merit  you  can- 
not beat  the  Rocks  and  'Dottes.  They  are 
the  best  of  layers,  especially  in  winter  when 
eggs  pay  the  creamy  profit;  and  they  are  the 
size  to  just  hit  the  popular  taste.  Add  to 
these  merits  the  fact  that  they  are  so  widely 
distributed  in  this  country  that  there  is  no 
lack  of  fresh  blood,  and  you  can  see  why  you 
will  probably  do  better  with  either  Rocks  or 
'Dottes  than  one  of  the  other  varieties  you 
name. 


Probably  Poor  Stock. 

Mr.  Editor :— My  father  bought  some  White 
'Dotte  eggs  from  one  of  F.-P.  advertisers, 
and  though  they  hatched  fairly  well  yet  he 
seemed  to  be  unable  to  raise  them.  They 
failed  to  eat,  and  one  after  another  died,  till 
now  he  has  only  three  left  out  of  fifteen.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  had  no  trouble  whatever 
raising  White  Leghorns  from  bis  own  stock. 
This  led  me  to  think  that  the  'Dottes  were  of 
a  rather  delicate  constitution. 

Do  you  experience  any  trouble  bringing 
them  up  after  hatching?  R.S.J. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  . 

Probably  you  got  eggs  of  poor  stock,  or 
stock  constitutionally  weak  through  inbreed- 
ing, or  that  was  diseased. 

Such  conditions  obtain  in  all  breeds  of 
fowls,  aud,  indeed,  in  all  animal  life,  and  if 
nature's  laws  are  violated  a  penalty  is  exacted 
in  the  shape  of  lowered  vitality,  or  physical 
weakness.  This  may  manifest  itself  in  low 
fertility  of  eggs,  or  in  weak  germs  which  die 
at  different  stages,  and  fail  to  come  to  exclu- 
sion; or  there  may  be  vitality  enough  to 
batch  fairly  well,  but  the  chicks  are  weak 
and  feeble,  and  fail  to  grow. 

This  does  not  apply  to  one  breed  or  variety 
of  fowls  only,  but  applies  to  all,  and,  indeed, 
to  all  animal  and  vegetable  life,  and  is  voiced 
in  the  verse  of  scripture:  —  "  The  sins  of  the 
fathers  shall  be  visited  upon  the  children 
even  unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation." 


will  penetrate  cracks.  Scald  the  nest  boxes, 
roost  poles,  and  supports,  and  after  they  are 
dry  treat  the  cracks  to  a  bath  of  kerosene  oil, 
letting  the  oil  dry  in  or  evaporate  before 
using  again.  Thorough  work  will  rid  the 
house  of  mites,  but  the  lice  which  inhabit  the 
fowl  itself  are  altogether  different,  and  you 
have  got  to  fight  them  on  the  fowl,  by  dusting 
with  a  good  insect  powder,  say  three  times, 
each  dose  a  week  apart. 


Dorkings  and  Javas. 

Mr.  Editor:— Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to 
answer,  are  the  Dorkings  and  Javas  good  all 
around  breeds  of  fowls?  Are  they  bred  in 
more  than  one  color?  Are  they  as  good  for 
all  purposes  as  the  White  Rocks  or  'Dottes? 

Monongahela,  Pa.  G.  H.  McK. 

Yes;  the  Dorkings  and  Javas  are  good 
breeds  of  fowls,  but  we  would  consider  them 
considerably  below  the  Rocks  and  'Dottes  for 
all  around  merits,  for  both  eggs  and  meat. 

There  are  three  varieties  of  each  breed, 
namely  : —  of  Dorkings,  Colored,  Silver-Gray, 
and  White;  of  Javas,  Black,  Mottled,  and 
White.  The  Colored  Dorking  is  the  largest 
variety  of  that  breed. 

The  Dorkings  have  the  reputation  of  being 
delicate  as  chicks,  and  somewhat  difficult  to 
raise  in  this  country.  This  may  partially 
account  for  there  being  so  few  of  them  raised 
here,  and  the  fact  that  there  are  few  raised 
here  makes  it  very  difficult  to  get  new  blood. 
That  difficulty  has  possibly  caused  much 


House  Walls  Frosty. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  am  building  a  poultry 
house  after  the  plans  given  in  June  15tb,  '98, 
F.-P.  In  it  you  advise  having  the  north  wall 
of  roosting  pen  boarded  up  on  inside  of 
studs.  How  far  should  this  inside  boarding 
extend?  Should  it  go  above  the  plate? 
Would  you  board  upon  the  rafters  any? 

I  have  had  trouble  with  my  houses  being 
very  frosty  on  back  walls  and  roof.  Is  one 
thickness  of  boards  for  partition  between 
roosting  room  and  scratching  shed? 

Salem  Depot,  N.  H.  D.  W.  C. 

We  advise  that  the  boarding  inside  of  studs 
and  rafters  be  carried  up  to  a  point  about 
eight  inches  beyond  front  edge  of  droppings 
boards,  and  that  a  curtain,  tacked  to  a  swing- 
ing frame,  be  hinged  to  front  edge  of  this 
inside  boarding;  this  swinging  curtain  to  be 
let  down  at  night  in  zero  weather,  making  a 
snug  enclosed  sleeping  room  of  the  roost 
apartment. 

The  frost  on  roof  and  walls  was  caused  by 
lack  of  ventilation.  The  best  remedy  is  a 
thorough  airing  out  in  the  middle  of  the  day 
every  sunny  day  in  winter. 

Yes;  one  thickness  of  boards  is  sufficient 
between  roosting  room  and  scratching  shed. 
Our  partitions  are  unmatched  hemlock  boards, 
one  thickness,  covered  with  Neponset  red 
rope  roofing. 


Green  Legged  White  Wyandottes. 

Mr.  Editor : — I  am  a  reader  of  your  valuable 
paper,  and  think  it  is  the  best  of  them  all.  I 
have  about  forty  White  Wyandotte  chicks 
hatched  from  good  stock,  but  a  few  of  them 
have  a  greenish  tint  to  their  legs.  Are  they 
all  right  to  breed  from?    What  is  the  cause"? 

Waterbury,  Ct.  C.  L.  O. 

The  cause  is  the  mixed  ancestry  of  the 
Wyandottes;  they  are  a  "made"  variety. 
See  "  White  Wyandottes,"  October  1st,  1895 
F.-P. 

The  White  Wyandottes  originated  as  sports 
from  the  Silver  Wyandottes,  and  the  latter 
are  of  decidedly  mixed  origin.  That  is  suf- 
ficient to  account  for  an  occasional  single 
combed,  or  green  legged  chick. 

We  would  not  use  them  to  breed  from; 
they  are  disqualified  birds. 
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they  originated  in  sports  from  the  Barred 
Rocks.  Your  white  chickens  are  while 
sports,  and  if  you  breed  a  white  cock  on  your 
white  pullet  you  will  probably  get  mostly 
white  chickens,  but  some  of  them  will  come 
barred,  or  maybe  black;  the  Barred  Rock 
blood  is  still  strong  in  your  pullet,  and  it 
will  take  some  generations  to  breed  it  out. 

Would  think  your  ration  a  prett/rich  one, 
and  that  P.  Rocks  would  be  likely  to  get  over- 
fat  on  it,  if  you  fed  all  tbey  would  eat  up 
clean.  Plymouth  Rocks  are  likely  to  get  over- 
fat  if  well  fed.— Ed.] 

100  BARRED  P.  ROCK  PULLETS. 

Best  of  breeding,  $8,  $10  and  $12  per  dozen.  Cocker- 
els free  if  lot  is  taken. 

E.  A.  BRADLEY,  Lenox  Dale,  Mass. 

WATCHES,  HARNESS, 

INCUBATORS,  &c.  given  as  premiums 
for  subscribers.  For  sample  copy  ami  par- 
ticulars, address  THE  POULTRY  ITEM, 
Box  200,  Fricks,  Pa.  f£7*Agents  wanted. 

THREE  CENTS  EACH  for  NAMES 

Send  ten  cents  and  the  names  of  five  neighbors  who 
raise  Poultry,  and  we  will  send  you  our  montlil  y  20- 
page  paper  for  one  year.  Regular  price  25  cents  a 
year,  sample  copy  free.  Mention  Farm-Poultry 
when  writing. 

INLAND  POULTRY  JOURNAL,, 
Indiauapolis,  Ind. 

NIAGARA  FARM 

White  Wyandottes  and  Mammoth  Pekin  Ducks  are 
strictly  up  to  date.  Youug  or  old.  SI. 50  each; 
White  Holland  Turkeys,  S3  each;  Belgian  Hares, 
SI  each;  Niagara  Green  cut  clover,  SI. 50  per  100 
pounds.   Poultry  supplies.  Prices  to  the  trade. 

Circulars.  \V  .  R.  CURTISS  &  CO., 

Eansomville,  N.  Y. 


Colds  With  Rattling  in  Throat. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  My  young  Light  Brahmas 
are  all  down  with  colds  and  rattling  in  their 
throats.  They  range  all  the  way  from  a  slight 
glairy  discharge  from  the  nostrils  to  rattling 
in  throat,  and  nose  caked  with  thick  opaque 
matter.  The  sick  birds  have  been  by  them- 
selves the  last  few  days,  and  I  have  given 
them  various  remedies.  They  do  not  seem  to 
get  any  better.    What  shall  I  do  for  tbem? 

St.  Paul,  Minn.  A.S.N. 

Get  some  tablet  triturates  representing  one 
one-thousandth  of  a  grain  of  arsenite  of 
antimony,  each.  Put  ten  of  these  tablets  in  a 
pint  of  drinking  water,  and  allow  the  birds 
no  other  drink  while  under  treatment.  Do 
not  expect  results  from  the  treatment  until 
you  have  given  the  remedy  a  chance  to  act. 
Avoid  crowding  the  birds,  and  see  that  they 
have  plenty  of  room  in  their  sleeping  quarters. 
Feed  easily  digested  food,  preferably  cooked, 
and  fed  when  cool,  while  under  treatment. 


Exterminating  Lice. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Can  you  advise  me  as  to  the 
length  of  time  in  which  a  hen  house  will  at 
this  season  of  the  year  become  free  from  lice, 
after  the  hens  are  removed  to  other  quarters? 
Would  it  be  necessary  to  take  other  steps 
toward  the  extermination  of  the  pests? 

Boston.  Dr.  W.  P.  E. 

"  It  may  be  for  years,  and  it  may  be  for- 
ever." We  don't  know  that  the  question 
was  ever  tested.  If  you  mean  "  mites " 
which  inhabit  the  cracks  and  crevices  of 
walls,  roosts,  nests,  etc.,  it  is  probable  they 
live  a  long  time  in  an  empty  house.  We  have 
seen  them  in  a  house  not  used  for  three 
months,  and  Dr.  Woods,  in  the  interesting 
and  valuable  articles,  "  Insects  AffecBing 
Poultry,"  published  in  F.-P.  early  in  '98,  tells 
of  finding  them  in  a  pigeon  house  in  East 
Foxboro,  which  bad  not  been  used  for  years. 

We  would  advise  that  the  house  be  thor- 
oughly cleaned  out  and  whitewashed,  the 
whitewash  being  '"sloshed"  on  thick,  so  it 


SOME  QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 

No.  1.  Which  is  the  largest  and  most  success- 
ful Poultry  Plant  in  existence? 

The  PURITAN  POULTRY  FARMS,  of 
Stamford,  Conn.  Why?  Because  it  lias  smashed 
all  records  in  poultry  culture  on  a  large  scale, 
lias  marketed  during  the  past  season  more  birds 
than  have  auv  three  other  plants  combined. 
•  No.  2.  How  does  the  general  appearance  of 
this  plant  compare  to  that  of  others?  Well,  any 
one  of  its  buildings  and  yards  cost  more  to  erect 
than  the  entire  outlay  of  the  average  poultry 
plaut. 

No.  8.  Why  does  it  pay  to  place  an  order  with 
them?  Because  they  are  entirely  reliable,  and 
they  guarantee  everything  that  they  sell  to  be  as 
represented. 

No.  4.  Does  this  guaranty  mean  that  the  buyer 
will  be  fully  protected?  If  it  did  not  this  adver- 
tisement would  not  be  allowed  in  this  paper. 

No. 5.  How  can  I  catch  a  glimpse  of  this  estab- 
lishment? Send  for  their  beautiful  catalogue, 
which  will  be  sent  on  receipt  of  8  cents  in  stamps. 
To  say  that  you  will  be  surprised  that  such  a 
plant  exists,  is  to  say  it  mildly— acres  of  build- 
ings, acres  of  fowl. 

PURITAN  POULTRY  FARMS, 
of  Stamford,  Conn. 


White  P.  Rock  Sports. 
Mr.  Editor:— Can  you  tell  me  when  or  how 
White  Plymouth  Rocks  originated?.  I  am 
quite  a  poultry  crank,  and  keep  Barred  P. 
Rocks,  and  have  for  three  years  in  succession 
had  one  white  chick.  Two  years  ago  I  had 
a  nice  clean  white  chicken,  which  grew  to  be 
a  good  size,  a  pullet,  but  I  lost  it.  Last  year 
I  had  one  that  was  not  quite  clear,  was  a 
dirty  white,  which  grew  to  be  a  hen.  This 
year  I  have  one  white  one,  a  perfect  beauty, 
clear  white  excepting  one  feather  that  is  just 
tipped  with  black. 

Now  there  are  not  any  white  hens  about 
here  anywhere.  I  have  changed  roosters 
each  year  to  get  new  blood  to  try  and  improve 
my  stock.  Can  you  give  me  any  reason  for 
the  white  chicken?  I  thought  perhaps  that 
was  the  way  White  P.  Rocks  originated,  and 
I  intend  to  keep  this  one,  and  get  a  White  P. 
Rock  rooster  and  see  what  I  will  get  from  it. 
What  do  you  think? 

My  hens  are  doing  very  well,  indeed,  and 
pay  me  well  for  my  trouble.  I  feed  them 
corn,  wheat,  or  oats  early  in  the  morning; 
about  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  I  give  them  a  mash 
of  stale  bread,  (not  mouldy J,  soaked  in  milk 
or  water,  mixed  with  corn  meal  and  wheat 
bran  in  about  equal  parts.  About  two  P.  M. 
I  give  them  green  cut  bone,  what  they  will 
eat  up  clean  ;  at  night  I  give  them  what  corn 
or  wheat  tbey  want.  I  get  fine  large  eggs, 
and  I  am  satisfied  that  the  green  cut  bone 
does  more  to  help  the  size  and  number  of 
eggs  than  any  one  thing  else.        G.  W.  H. 

Detroit,  Mich. 

[The  October  1st  F.-P.,  printed  just  as  your 
letter  was  being  written,  tells  you  all  that  we 
know  about  White  P.  Rocks,  and  tells  that 


DEATH  TO  LICE  REMEDIES. 


WHEN 

Your  little  chickens  don't 
grow,  look  dull  and  sleepy,  ex- 
amine the  top  of  their  heads 
for  lice.  When  you  want  to 
fix  them  nicely,  quickly  and 
well,  use  Lambert's  Death  to 
Lice  Ointment.  It  is  also  good 
for  head  lice  on  children,  or 
scaly  shanks  on  fowls ;  10  and 
25c.  postpaid. 


WHEN 


Your  hen  houses  become  infested,  look  under 
aud  around  the  roosts  and  droppings  hoards  for 
mites  or  spider  lice.  These  little  blood  suckers 
will  crawl  upon  their  victims  at  night,  and  ex- 
tract their  best  blood.no  matter  whether  they 
are  common  scrubs  or  a  S100  thoroughbred. 
Death  to  Lice  Special,  dissolved  in  kerosene,  will 
eradicate  them  in  good  shape.  Sample  by  mail, 
10c. ;  one  pound,  40c,  postpaid. 


WHEN 


You  only  think  that  your  hens  are  not  lousy, 
pick  one  out  and  look  closely  among  their  fluffy 
feathers  around  the  thighs  and  vent.  Lambert's 
Death  to  Lice  Powder  is  the  pioneer  remedy  for 
dusting  fowls.  Itcleans  as  fast  as  you  put  it  on. 
No  waiting.  A  minute  aud  a  handful  does  the 
busiuess;  and  the  beauty  of  it  is,  it  does  not 
stain  or  injure  the  finest  plumage.  Sample  10c. 
by  mail;  15  oz.,  25c;  48  oz.,  50c;  100  oz.,  SI, 
f.  o.  b.  nearest  agency. 


WHEN 


You  are  fixing  to  exhibit  your  birds  at  a  fair  or 
show,  don't  for  pity's  sake  have  them  lousy. 
They  will  not  look  half  as  well  so  affected  as 
they  would  clean  and  comfortable.  If  you  hap- 
pen to  forget  this  until  they  are  in  the  show  pens, 
don't  be  afraid  to  put  Lambert's  on  them.  They 
will  look  better,  smell  better,  aud  win  a  better 
place  than  they  would  if  lousy. 


WHEN 


You  have  read  this  announcement,  write  me  a 
postal  card,  and  I  will  mail  you  a  Pocket  Book 
Pointer  for  Practical  Poultry  Keepers,  one  of 
the  biggest  little  books  you  ever  saw  on  the  give- 
away counter.  It  will  tell  you  something  about 
poultry  keeping  that  you  are  anxious  to  know. 


WHEN 


You  want  Death  to  Lice  quick,  ask  your  dealer 
for  it.  If  he  does  not  keep  it.  send  me  his  ad- 
dress with  your  order  for  a  sample,  and  I  will 
endeavor  to  induce  him  to  put  it  in  stock.  For 
samples  aud  "Pointers"  always  address 

D.  J.  LAMBERT, 

Box  800.  Apponaiig,  R.  I. 
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Ventilating  a  House. 

Mr.  Editor: — I  would  like  to  have  your 
opinion,  if  you  will  kiudly  give  it,  in  regard 
to  ventilation  of  mv  new  poultrv  bouse,  12  x 
20  ft.,  9  ft.  front,  5  ft.  rear,  built  of  matched 
spruce,  sheathed  on  all  sides,  leaving  three 
inch  dead  air  space,  roof  shingled  with  No. 
3xxx,  with  tar  paper  underneath,  front  fac- 
ing south,  with  two  12-ligbt  windows  open  at 
top  and  bottom. 

Would  you  put  in  a  ventilator,  or  would 
you  ventilate  by  the  windows?  If  I  should 
open  windows  every  day  for  a  certain  leugth 
of  time,  say  two  hours  or  more,  using  judg- 
ment in  regu:d  to  weather,  do  you  not  think 
that  it  would  be  better  than  ventilator  at  top 
of  building? 

I  shall  house  two  pens  of  sixteen  pullets 
and  cock  to  each  pen,  total  thirty-four  birds, 
B.  P.  Rocks.  Do  you  consider  that  number 
too  many  for  size  of  house?  T.  G.  D. 

Lowell,  Mass. 

Don't  put  in  a  ventilator,  or  ventilators. 
Do  the  ventilating  by  the  windows,  having 
them  open  from  one  to  eight  or  ten  hours  a 
day,  according  to  the  weather;  in  late  spring 
and  summer  leave  them  open  all  the  time, 
day  and  night,  of  course  having  wire  netting 
tacked  on  frames  to  keep  out  cats,  etc. 

That  space  is  too  small  for  thirty-four  birds 
—  is  about  right  for  twenty  to  twenty-five. 
Put  on  two  leanto  scratching  sheds,  one  on 
each  end,  then  you  will  have  room  for  forty 
birds,  and  get  better  results.  Then  you  could 
leave  doors  between  pens  and  sheds  open  day 
and  night  all  summer,  and  have  them  open 
one  to  eight  hours  a  day  in  winter,  according 
to  the  weather.  Leanto  scratching  sheds  are 
a  great  advantage,  and  cost  but  little. 


The  Yard  Plans. 

Mr.  Editor:— In  the  plans  given  with  the 
scratching  shed  house,  in  June  15th,  "9S  F.-P., 
you  make  yards  to  each  pen  50  x  18,  and  then 
double  yards  75  x  36  at  the  end  of  those 
pen  yards.  Would  it  not  give  as  good  results 
to  have  the  single  yards  18  x  125  (  or  150)  — 
that  is,  the  full  length  for  each  vard? 

Beverly,  N.  J.  '     C.  F.  A. 

We  think  not.  The  two  short  yards  and 
one  large  one  for  each  pair  of  pens  and  sheds, 
was  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  birds 
more  closely  confined,  and  absolutely  con- 
trolling the  grass  run  in  the  large  yard. 
Where  you  have  one  long  yard  to  each  pen, 
the  birds  having  access  to  it  at  all  times,  they 
sometimes  foul  the  grass  more  than  is  good 
for  it,  and  take  more  exercise  than  is  good 
for  them.  Cutting  off  the  large  (double) 
yard,  and  having  gates  opening  to  it  from 
each  of  the  smaller  yards,  you  allow  the  fowls 
upon  the  grass  as  much  or  as  little  as  you  like ; 
say  one  pen  two  hours  of  the  afternoon  today 
and  the  other  pen  two  hours  of  the  afternoon 
tomorrow,  then  the  fowls  will  eat  the  grass 
they  want,  and  won't  foul  the  whole  yard 
with  their  droppings. 

In  an  extremely  dry  season  like  the  present 
you  can  protect  the  grass  from  the  digging  up 
the  fowls  would  give  it,  and  feed  them  green 
food,  or  clover,  instead  of  letting  them  into 
the  large  yard. 

We  are  this  summer  altering  our  long 
yards,  (of  the  old  houses),  to  this  plan. 


Black  Feathers  in  Buff  Rocks. 

Mr.  Editor:— Will  you  kindly  give  me  some 
information  in  regard  to  choosing  Buff  Ply- 
mouth Rocks  for  breeding  purposes?  In 
looking  over  my  stock  of  cockerels  I  find  my 
largest  birds  have  a  few  black  streaked 
feathers  in  wings  and  tail.  Would  you  advise 
using  such  birds  for  breeders  —  or  should  I 
choose  smaller  birds  which  are  buff  through- 
out? K.  P.  B. 

East  Liverpool,  Ohio. 

It  depends  upon  what  your  object  is.  If 
you  are  breeding  show  birds,  according  to 
the  Standard,  you  should  use  breeders  that 
are  buff  throughout,  since  that  is  the  color 
called  for;  if  you  are  breeding  for  best 
results,  hardiest  and  most  vigorous  stock, 
breed  from  the  best  birds,  regardless  of  black 
streaks  in  wings  and  tail. 

As  you  grow  in  knowledge  you  will  learn 
that  the  birds  which  are  buff  throughout  are 
weaker  in  color  points,  (and  beget  stock  that 
is  fading  outin  color),  than  those  that  have  the 
black  streaks;  and  if  you  want  to  preserve 
the  rich  buff  color,  you  will  have  to  be  guided 
by  undercolor,  and  will  probably  find  that 
the  birds  with  black  streaks  have  the  desired 
strength  of  undercolor. 

You  will  do  well  to  wait  until  all  the  birds 
are  mature,  and  then  choose  the  best.  It 
isn't  always  the  largest  and  earliest  maturing 
bird  that  is  the  best  breeder;  that  early 
maturity  may  be  only  precocity  in  a  certain 
direction. 


Breeders  and  Marketmen. 

OUK  BEQUESTS:  —  IFe  make  two  requests  of  our 
Subscribers.  One  is  when  writing  our  Advertis- 
ing patrons  always  mention  FARM-POULTRY . 
Another  is  if  you  ask  them  questions,  always  inclose 
a  stamp.  If  you  observe  both  of  these  requests  it  will 
benefit  you  amazingly.  U  shows  that  you  mean  business. 
Remember,  u  Molasses  will  catch  more  flies  than 
vinegar," and  those  who  observe  it  are  served  first. 

A  BAD  WICK  is  worse  than  none.  Use  only  the 
Sunlight  Carbon  Wick.  1U  cents  for  sample.  S.G. 
Robinson,  printer  F.-P.,  257  Atlantic  Ave.,  Boston. 

A.  P.  ALLEN,  Wesleyville,  Pa.  Lt.  Brahmas,  B. 
P.  Rocks;  S.  C.  W.' Leghorns,  S.  S.  Haniburgs; 
Pekin  ducks.  Poultry  supplies  at  low  rates. 

C.F.  ALLEN,  352,  Beverly, N.J.  Choice  B. P. Rock 
cockerels,  SI,  S1.50  each.  Circular. 

AND  "tis  just  the  same  this  year,  winning  4  premi- 
ums on  6  entries  on  Buff  Wyandottes  and  Buff 
P.  Rocks  at  Rochester  fair  in  a  hot  class.  Chicks 
for  sale.    W.  E.  Blaisdell,  E.  Rochester,  N.  H. 

ANNUAL  SALE  of  breeding  stock  of  S.  C.  W. 
Leghorn  hens,  SI  each,  from  first  class  stock, 
C.  H.  Annable,  Danvers,  Mass. 

BARRED  Plymouth  Rock  and  S.  C.Brown  Leghorn 
cockerels  cheap.  E.  L.  Corson,  Dover,  N.  H. 

BIG  MAIL  for  poultrvmen.  For  ten  cents  we 
will  insert  your  name  in  our  Poultry  Directory, 
which  will  bring  you  hundreds  of  samplecopies  of 
poultry  papers,  "poultry  supply  catalogues,  etc. 
Poultry  Directory  Co.,  Goshen,  lud. 

BROWN  EGGS,  meat,  vigor,  size  and  winners. 
Barred  P.  Rocks  and  White  Wyandottes.  W.  D. 
Foster,  Hillside  Farm,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

C.  S.CULLUM.Meadville, Pa.,  breeds  Pekiu  Ducks, 
White  Cochins,  S.  S. Haniburgs,  S.  C.  White  Leg- 
horns. B.  P.  Rocks,  and  Bronze  Turkeys.  Fowls 
for  sale,  and  eggs  in  season.  Pit  Games,  eggs  and 
fowls;  write  for  wants. 

DO  YOU  waut  White  Rocks,  hens  or  cockerels  of 
one  of  fiuest  laying  anil  prize  winning  strains  in 
Amr.?  Rose  or  Single  C.  Brown  Leghorns?  My 
stock  second  to  none.  The  finest  While  S.  C.  Leg- 
horn and  Wh.  Wv..  Belgian  Hares.  25  Buff  Leg. 
hens  $1.50  each.  Fine.  W.  W.  Kulp,  Box  40, 
Pottstown,  Pa.  ♦ 

FOR  SALE,  IOC  large  early  Barred  Rock  cockerels 
and  pullets  for  breeding  and  exhibition,  at  right 
prices.  Prize  winners  at  all  the  leading  shows 
for  past  6  years.  F.  A.  Quimbv,  East  Rochester, 
N.H. 

FOR  SALE,  500  cockerels  of  While  Wyandotte 
and  Rhode  Island  Reds,  weighing  7  to  S  lbs. 
each,  from  best  of  stock.  Satisfaction  guarauleed. 
P.  D.  White,  North  Attlehoro,  Mass. 

KNIGHT  HAS  150  farm  raised  R.  C.  B.  Leghorn 
cockerels  and  pullets  ready  for  the  fall  shows. 
Geo.  A.  Knight,  Peabody,  Mass. 

MAMMOTH  Bronze  turkeys,  mixed  pullets,  farm- 
ers'prices.   M.  L.  Aseltine,  No.  Fairfax,  Vt. 

ROSE  C.  B.  Leghorns  specialty  13  rears;  stock  for 
sale.  J.  L.  Randolph.  Bartlett,  Ohio. 

SILVER  WYANDOTTE  breeders,  including 
most  of  my  winners,  must  go  to  make  room  for 
chicks:  25" fine  hens  at  $1.50  each.  One  and  two 
year  old  males  with  show  record  at  low  price  for 
quality.  A  good  chance  to  get.  good  stock.  John 
C.  Jodrey,  Danvers,  Mass. 

WH.  WYAND.  W.  F.  Stroud,  Merchantville,  N.  J. 

WYANDOTTES,  White  and  Buff.  Circular  free. 
Rush  Vaughan,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

WYANDOTTES,  White.  Buff,  niee  vigorous  farm 
raised  chicks  now.  W.  E.  Mack,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

WHITE  Wyandottes.  Fine  yearlings  bred  for  eggs, 
$1.25  each;  cockerels  $1.50;  also  a  few  pullets 
$1.50  each.  C.  W.  P.  Nichols.  Wellesley,  Mass. 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISEMENTS  only  will  be 
printed  under  this  heading;  no  advertisement  admitted 
containing  less  than  TWO  lines;  no  display  other  than 
the  initial  word  or  name  allowed;  no  limit  to  length  of 
ad.;  an  advertiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  put  the 
matter  under  as  many  headings  as  he  wishes;  all  space 
used  except  classified  headline,  to  be  charged  at  a 
uniform  price  of  25  cents  i>er  line  each  and  every 
insertion;  no  less  price  per  line  for  any  number  of  lines 
or  times  inserted;  copy  will  be  changed  often  as  desired; 
abou  t  seven  ordinary  words  trill  make  a  line;  all  parts 
of  lines  charged  as  one  full  line;  the  headlines  will  be 
arranged  alphabetically,  as  in  a  ''business  directory." 

 BANTAMS.  

PAIK  Whhe  Cochin  Bantams,  Dr.  Fox  strain, 
at  5>;  per  pair.       H.  E.  -Jordan.  Ware.  Mass. 


50 


BUFF  Cochin  Bantam  cocks  and  cockerels.  50 
centseach.  Good  color,  very  heavily  feathered, 
all  first  class  stock.  L.  (i.  Andrus.  Klvria.  O. 


BELGIAN  HARES. 


BELGIAN   HARES,    prize    winning  strain; 
young  hares  S3  per  pair.   Cummaquid  Poultry 
Farm."  Box  117,  Cummaquid.  Mass.   


BRAHMAS. 


~  LT.  Brahmas,  3  mu.  old.  Rollins,  Oomey,  Felch 
*m  4     stock.   Lot  525.       73  Clark  son,  Dorchester. 

PURE  Hartnest  Brahma  eock'ls  for  sale.  Pullets 
all  sold.     Maplemont  Stock  Farm.  Albany.  Vt. 

IT.  Brahmas.  Choice  c'k'ls.  pul'ts  and  yearl'g  hens. 
J    Write  for  prices.    Geo.  Howard.  Lasron.  Mass. 

 BREEDING  STOCK.  

T  lioekand  s.  C.W.  Leg.  cock'l.  SI  .mi.  ,  ,r  exchange 
forW.R'k  ptil.E.  Marquand.  Mt. Vernon.  N  Y. 


W 
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7HITE  Wvandottes,  Lt.  Brain 
Write.    G.  A.  Ed.  Reynolds. 


nas.  Males  SI  up. 
Marlboro.  Mass. 


FINE  large  Buffi'.  Rock  hens,  winter  layers,  and 
Buff  Leghorn  hens  for  sale:  cocks  and  eock'ls  to 
go  with  them.   Wrile  wants.    Can  please  you. 

John  H.  Hellerman.  Doylestown.  Pa. 


T\THITE  Wyand.  Wh. 
v  v   early  hatched.  SI.  X. 


P.  R..  Wh.  Leg.;  pullets. 
E.  Whiting1.  Norwich, Ct. 


FOIt  SALE.  Houdans.  R.  C.  B.  Leghorn.  While 
 I'.  Rock.     .1.  B.  Spanifler.  Mech.-inic-lnirg.  pa. 

"W".  WYANDOTTE  ami  S.  r.   |:r.  Leghorn 

"  ?   !k'ls  for  sale.  Satisfaciion  guaranteed.  Write 

for  prices.   A.  H.  Sherman.  Box  714.  Lowell,  Mass. 


¥>  I.  REDS,  Single  and  Rose  Comb  W.  Wyau., 
JLV.  Bl.  .Miu.,  Runt-Homer  pigeons.  Stamp  for 
cir.  and  prices.   Haley  &  Hanssou,  Maplewood,  Mass. 

1\miTE  Wyandotte  and  R.  I.  Red  cockerels, 

v  v    $2  to  $3  ea.  best  laying  stock,  all  right. 
V.  F.  Lecoq,  Stillbrooke  Farm,  Glen  Cove.  L.I..  N.  Y. 
AKKEL)  P.  Rocks  and  W  hile  Wyandottes,  bred 
for  business,  beautv  and  profit.  Cockerels.  S1.60, 
$2,  S2.50,  S3  ea.         E.  W.  Harris.  No.  Acton.  .Mass. 

FIRST  class  W.  P.  R.   cockerels,  oaud  o  pounds, 
$1.50.  Embdeu  geese  fit  for  exhibition,  So  per  pr. 
worth  $10.  30  White  P.  R.  Hens  Si  each. 
 Mrs.  A.  T.  Chamberlain.  Westboro,  Mass. 

ROSE  and  siugle  Comb  While  Minoreas:  Buff 
i  and  While  P.  Rocks;  Rose  Comb  Buff  Leghorns; 
White  Wy.;  Buff  Orpingtons.  Rey.  L.  E.  Crumbling, 
 Lee's  X  Roads.  Climb.  Co..  Pa. 

FOR  SALE.    1000  early  hatched  pullets;  also  2000 
yearling  hens,  crosses  and  mixtures,  bred  for 
eggs,  laving  now,  60  cts.  each. 

 C.  E.  L.  Hayward.  Hancock.  X.  H. 

 COCHINS.  

PRIZE  P.  Cochin  cock.  1  vr.  old :  quick  sale,  also 
chicks.  L.  Aiiernethy.  Bristol.  Vt. 

 COOPS.  

"■EXHIBITION  and  shipping  coops.  Price  list 
Fj   free.  Canfield  Coop  Co.,  7  Main  St.,  Bath,  N.  Y. 


CUT  CLOVER. 


CtHOICE  cut  clover,  new  crop,  guaranteed  pure, 
J  well  cured  and  cut  fine,  $1.25  per  100  lbs.;  $5  per 
500 lbs.;  $10  per  1000 lbs.;  or  iu  ton  or  car  load  lots. 
Circ.  Stevens  &  Co..  Wilson.  N.  Y. 


DOCS. 


HANDSOME  sable  and  while  Collie,  9  mo. 
kind,  blight.    F.  E.  Bancroft,  Grove-land,  N.  Y. 


DUCKS. 


"\f  AMMOTH  deep  keeled  tirst  prize  Pekins. 
_Lt_I_  Second  to  none.  Eggs,  $1.50  per  doz.;  $6  per  100. 
Book  orders  early.  H.  G.  W  orth,  Nantucket.  Mass. 
HAVE  50  Pekiu  ducks  aud  drakes,  which  I  will 
sell  at  from  SI  to  $2.50  each.  These  are  line  large 
birds.  Same  stock  won  the  first  prizes  at  last  Boston 
show.     H.  P.  J.  Earnshaw.  Box  1S51.  Boston.  Mass. 

BROWN  aud  White  Indian  Runnel'  drakes,  S2 
each.  A.  S.  Aldrieh,  Westboro.  Mass. 

ECCS. 

T  INDEN  LAWN  Farming  Co.,  Olnev,  Illinois, 
1  i  breeders  of  Wy.,Wh.  Leg..  Pekiu  ducks.  Bronze 
turkeys.  Orders  booked  for  eggs  from  choice  inatings. 

FEATHERS. 

WANTED.  Hen  feathers.  Extra  price  for  white 
md  gray.   Nashua  Pillow  Co..  Nashua,  N.  H. 


TV 


GAMES. 


/^ORNISH  Indian  Games,  surplus  eock'ls,  from  a 
grand  pen  of  high  scoring  heavy-weights,  S3  to 
$5  each.      E.  S.  Freeman,  Box  56,  Plainvillc,  Conn. 


HAMBURCS. 


BLACK  Hamburgs,  .May  and  June  chicks,  prize 
and  heavy  laying  stock,  $3,  $4  pair.  Fine  eock'ls 
SI.-'"  S-'.         aw II.  M.  11 1. we-.  Wiiichc-icr.  Ma.". 

INCUBATORS  AND  BROODERS. 

THE    PERFECTED    INCUBATOR,  cash, 
installments,  or  rented.    The  Perfected  Regula- 
tor fits  any  incubator:  4c.  in  stamps  for  circular. 
 II.  1>.  Monlton.  Taunton.  Mass. 

Q  K  buysa600-egg  Monarch  incu.  used  but  two 
seasons.      W.  H.  Mavo.  E.  Orleans.  Mass. 


$3 


1 PRAIRIE  STATE  200-egg  Inc..  first  class 
order.  $21.  J.  E.  Magee.  Byfield,  Mass. 

PRAIRIE  State  inc.,  100-egg  S10:  Poultry  Keeper 
hot  water  inc.  160-egg,$5.  Two  W.  Wyau.  eock'ls, 
Dusion,  S2.50.       .1.  W.  Bovard,  Kenilworth.  Penn. 

GOO 


EGG  Challenge  Inc..  used  but  little,  cheap. 
Sugar  River  P.  Farm.  Claremont,  N.  H. 


Buyers'  Directory.  R 


dered  n.iw.  W.  .I.  Swift,  dr..  Wagnoit.  Mass. 

LANCSHANS.  ~ 

LACK  Laugshans.  3  tine  April  eock'ls.  Reming- 
ton st'k,  $3  ea.  H.  M.  Howes,  Winchester,  Mass. 


1> 


LACK  Langshans.   March  chicks  from  prize 
winners.  S2  iip.  II.  M.  Thomson.  Amherst.  Mass. 

LEGHORNS. 

Bl  I  F  Li -ghi.rn  pullets.  Arnold  strain,  clear  bull' 
early  hatched,  have  bad  free  range,  some  uow 
laying.  S2  ea.  A.  II.  Eldredge.  Spencer.  Mass. 

MINORCAS. 

GGS  guaranteed  to  hatch,  regardless  of  distance, 
from  Rose  and  Single  Comb  Black  Minoreas  thai 
have  a  worldwide  reputation  as  "best  for  show  and 
utilily."  A  few  good  breeders  cheap.  Large  catalogue. 
Box7fi.Geo.  H.Xorthiip.  Raccville.  \\  ash.t  O..X.V. 

T  ARGE  layers  of  large  eggs.  Thai  V  Waterman's 
JLi  Minoreas.  Get  a  cockerel  now.  Birds  are  right ; 
prices  are  right.     A.  K.  Waterman.  C.ohocs.  X.  Y. 

BLACK  Minoreas.  Mav  and  June  cock'lsSl.Sl.50. 
S-'eaeh,    Herbeil  M.  Howes.  Winchester.  Ma>s 

G<EO.  H.  NORTHUP'S  Bl'k  Minoreas  are  best. 
T   therefore  cheapest.   Send  for  catalogue. 
  Box  76.  Raceville.  X.Y. 


PATENTS. 


M 


ONEY  to  patent  good  ideas  mar  be  secured  by 
our  aid.  The  Patenl  Record.  Baltimore.  Md. 


 PIGEONS.  

FLOCK  OF  ABOUT  FORTY  highly  bred 
.  Homing  Pigeons.  Address. 
H.E.  sniiib.  P.O.  Box  No.  0.  Brookline.  Mass. 

PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 

ARRED,  While  and  Buff  P.  Rocks.    Mire  win- 
ners.       H.  A.  Xourse.  Box  w*i.  Barre.  Mass. 


1$ 
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W.  P.  ROCK  pullets.  \\  rile  for  prices. 
I'.linwood  Poultry  Yards,  (.rafti.n.  Mass. 


UFF  ROCKS  exclusively.    Slock  for  sale. 

Mrs.  A.  I,.  Powers.  Leominster,  Mass. 
for20  Barred  Rock  yearling  hens:  thornugh- 
In-eil.  ■rnaraVil.    W.  II.  Piver-.  Wan-.  Mass. 

C CHOICE  breeding  stock.  Wh.  V.  Rock  cockerels 
^    and  pullets,  April  hatched:  large  brown  egg 
sir.  S5  trio  and  up.       S.  A.  Bales.  Wesiboro.  Mass. 

 POULTRY  FARMS.  

TARGE  increasing  poultry  business  renders  it 
J  npcessarv  for  me  to  sell  one  of  my  farms.  Will 
sell  65. 85, 100.  125 or  310  acres  as  desired.  Excellent 
buildings,  never  failing  spring  waier  running  a'  both 
house  and  barn  :  abundance  of  fruit,  plenty  of  wood, 
and  one  of  the  best  eqnintied  snpar  orchard.*  in  Ver- 
mont. Land  very  productive,  and  in  high  Slate  of 
cultivation,  A  rare  chance  for  the  rieht  pari  v.  Terms 
easy.  W.  E.  Mack,  Woodstock.  Vi, 


FOR  SALE,  Maple  Tree  Poultry  Farm,  12  room 
house,  large  barns,  scratching  shed  bouses,  for 
300  layers;  incubators,  brooders,  400  B.  Rock  and  W. 
Wyandotte  pullets  begiuniug  to  lay.    For  particulars 
applv  or  address. 
A.  Ely.  Maple  Tree  Poultry  Farm.  Wyckoll.  X .  J. 

FOR  RENT,  Duck  aud  poultry  yard. 
 J.  It.  (juirin,  Tioga  (  enler.  X.  V. 

FOR  SALE  or  rent  —a  well  equipped  broiler  aud 
egg  plant;  plenty  of  fertilizer  and  laud  for  \ege- 
tables.  E.  C.  Sheldon, 
 7  Park  Si..  West  Springfield,  .Mass. 

FOR  SALE.  Poultry  farm  with  modern  appli- 
ances; dwelling,  line  carriage  house  with  apart- 
ments, barn,  incubator,  brooder  aud  pigeon  houses 
with  capacity  of  about  10,000.  Excellent  locauly. 
Amityville,  Long  Island.  Good  bargain  to  olose  the 
estate.  Sherwood  Esiate.  420Gold  St..  BiqqUI)  n.  X  .V. 

A LARGE  ROASTER  and  broiler  plain,  IF,  miles 
out  of  Boston.  House  room  for  510  matured 
chickens  at  one  time;  brooder  capacity  2500  chicks  at 
one  time:  hatching  capacity  3300  at  one  time.  Will 
sell  entire  plant,  including  incubators,  for  $550  cash. 
For  particulars  address  M..  care  Farm-Poultry. 

POULTRY  PRINTING. 


s 


END  for  samples.    Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
Haskell  Press,  36  Elm  St..  Xew  Bedford,  Ma 


 POULTRY  SUPPLIES.  

GItAsS  -,  ,.n.  ral  I     and   i  n  slip]  i '  i  - .  Canada 
peas,  millet,  broken  rice,  rice  meal,  beef  scraps, 
ground  boue, grit,  wheal,  barley,  hempseed,  etc. 
 C.  H.  Reeve,  119  "West  St..  Xew  York. 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 

RI.  REDS  exclu.    Eggs  and  stock  in  season. 
■.    E.A.Hall, 00  High  SI..  No.  Anliboro.  Mass. 

OURS  WON  tirst  on  cock,  hen,  cockerel  and 
pullet,  and  all  second  premiums  but  one  on 
same  at  last  Boston  show.  Hundreds  of  Singh  and 
Rose  Comb  Red  males  for  sale  now  at  $3:  several  $2 
each.  Farm  at  West  Mansfield,  Mass.  Call  and  see 
them.  Samuel  Cnsbnian.   Pa"  tnckel.  R.  1. 

A FEW  cockerels  and    pullets,  farm  raised,  good 
stock.   Pairs  S5  up.     Trios  $7  up. 
 P.P..  Park.  105  Lowell   St..  Mellmen.  Mass. 

I.  REDS,  well  marked  cock 'Is,  March  and  Apr. 
•   hatched.   Mrs.  A.  .1 .  Clark,  Hindsdale.  N.H. 


R 


RI.  Reds,  prize  winning  slock  of  unexcelled 
'•  quality.  150  choice  breeding  cockerels  must 
be  disposed  of  at  once;  hence  price,  $1  to  $3  each, 
wi  irth  double.  Geo.C.  Chase,  Uxbridge.  Mass. 

RI.  REDS  that  are  red.   Yearlings,  pullets, 
'•  cockerels,  the  pick  of  last  year's  matings.  from 
as  straight  thoroughbred  stock  as  is  in  New  England. 
State  just  what  you  wish,  and  get  my  prices. 
  W.J.Swift,  Jr..  Waqiioit,  Mass. 


SHERWOODS. 


[HERWOOD,  B.  P.  It.,  B'ffCojh..  ('.  I.  G.  eock'ls 
•  at  $1  to  $2.   A.  V.  Howell.  Hemlock  Grove.  ( >bio. 


TURKEYS. 


-|  ft/W"k  TURKEYS  for  holiday  trade,  for  sale;- 
_LfJJ"V7   also  a  limited  number  other  fowl,  elc. 
Address  C.  A.  lei  I  Kayner  A  Co..Lockport.  X.Y. 

WANTED. 

T)AltTIES  with  poultry  plain  and  business  cstah- 
JL  lished,  who  waut  partner,  with  view  of  enlarging 
and  increasing  business,    address  S.  care  of  F.-P. 

"117ANTED,    situation   as   manager   cf  poultry 
Tl     farm  by  poultryman   ten  years  experience 
Four  years  in  aud  A  I  references  from  lasl  place. 
.  J.  P.  Johnson,  MillhrooK.  N.  Y, 

YOUNG  MAN,  (21),  desires  position  on  large  or 
small  plant.    Experience-")  years.    Hand\  with 
carpenters' tools.    E.  M.  Kingsley.  Pclbain.  X   \  . 

POSITION  as  manager  of  tirst   class  plant  by 
experienced   breeder,   exhibitor,  and  judge; 
thoroughly  reliable.  Box  254.  Barre.  Va-<- 

WYANDOTTES. 

T17HITK  Wyau.  exclu.      Prolific   la\ers.  farm 
VT   raised.  Eggs  $2  per  13 :  $5per39  [ncu.eggsflf 
per  100.   r.  E.  While.  Fox  (  base.  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

COCKS  and  hens,  eock'ls  and  pal.  early  larni  i  aised, 
well  marked  from  noted    strains,  heavy  la)  ing 
Wyaudotlcs.  Sil.,  Gol.,  Buff  and  Wh..  SI  to  13. 
 .1.  Y.  Pall. m.  Box  12S.  New  (  asllo.  Pa. 

BUFF  WYANDOTTES,  purebred  ]  nib  Is  SI  ea. 
Choice  early  hatched    cockerels,  prices  right. 

Satis,  guaranteed.  C.  W.  Cole,  Dighlon,  Mass. 

HOICE  cockerels,  214-egg  strain.  White  Wya n", 
S2.  $3  aud  $5 each.     Farm  bred  wiilifieeJ'angeof 
clover  field  aud  apple  orchard. 

 Edgar  L.   Warren,  W<  I  fboro.  X.  1 1 . 

TH.  Wyand.  eock'ls.  dark  brown  eggs  Si  loS5  ac- 
cording topoints.  F.  W.  Howes.  Woodstock,  Vt. 


TV 


TirHlTK    WYANDOTTES    that    are  while. 

vv    Beauty  and  utility  c  bincd.  Wewon6fl>bj9 

cock  at  Boston,  "!)9.  Stock  for  sale.  CummaqUM 
Poultry  Farn    Box  117.  (  nnnearinid.  Mass,  

"yy  H  I  I  E   Wyandottes     exclusively,   blown  egg 


"HITE  Wyandot! 
strain.  Stock  for  sale.  At  the  M  oodstock.  YL 
show,  Feb.,  '99,  I  won  1st  on  brown  eggs. 
 Vi.-i  or  I  i.  I  ra-er.  W.iodsfock.  Vt. 

TlTOOI)'!i  WHITE  WYAU  WOT  TES,  rocky 
V  V     from  early  prolific  laving  siock.  prices  S2  and 

n p wards.  ^  S.  II"  Wood.  SI .  Albans.  Vt. 

J  WY.cock'Is.  Apr. hatched  farm  raised.  Hunter 
str.  S2  to  S3.      J.  H.  Malhias.  Penllyn.  Pa. 


TV 


B 


UFF'DOTTES,  - 

Satisfaction.  K. 


nd  a?  jrrow.  reasonable  prices. 
W'avne,  Rernaniston,  M  rtss. 


1  (\fl  NICK,  strong,  vigorous  "While  M  yandol  le 
JLvrVr   cockerels  very  reasonable.  Write 


in. if  vour  wants.    T>.  Lincoln  Orr.  Orr's  Mi 


descrifS 
N.  Y, 


A FEW  April  hatched  Sil.  Wv.  pullets  and  cockVSi 
Chas.  E.  Present  i.  15  Russell  St..  Arlington.  Mass. 

The  Hartford  Strain. 

Single  Comb  WHITE  Leghorns. 

Single  Comb  BLACK  Minoreas. 

BARRED  and  WHITE  Plymouth  Rocks. 

AY  HITE  Wyandottes.       Eight  BRAHMAS 

I  have  old  and  young  stock  that  are  exhibition 
birds  of  the  first  water.  Iu  competition  with  sand 
10  birds  classes  al  Roclcville.  Sutlicld  and  Dunbni  V 
within  a  month,  the  Hartford  strain  la-  not 
failed  to  win  first  on  all  but  While  linrks.  I\l>  Leg- 
nornsare  exceptionally  tine.  Choice  Pullets  for  >ale 
from  my  egg  producing  ma  liners,  birds  line  to 
shape,  and  from  e^ir  record  maker1- :  also  Cockerels 
from  same  frreal  laving  matings  that  will  improve 
the  flock  of  any  desirous  of  increasing  egg  yield  in 
their  future  efforts.  I  have  do/ens  of  cockerels  that 
are  coaxers.  actual lv  making  neMs  and  coaxing 
the  birds  to  lav  :  this  kind  of  males  from  $2  to  each. 
Female  $1.50  to  S3.  Descriptive  catalogue  on  request. 

ELM  POULTRY  YARDS. 

Hartford,  Conn. 

P.  O.  f,ROKSni".ri\.  Proprietor.  Orhrlnalnr  the 
Hartford  strain,    hnnni  te'\  Itreeder  and  ExhibltON 
State  A>renl  for  the  Star  Im  iibalor  Co. 
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Aromatic   Naplithalin    and    Camphor  for 
Making  Liquid  Lice  Killer. 

Mr.  Editor:— In  your  issue  for  June  15th, 
page  243.in  first  column,  there  is  mentioned 
a  liquid  lice  destroyer  composed  of  Patch's 
preparation  of  naphthaline,  known  as  "aro- 
matic naphthalin  and  camphor,''  dissolved  in 
kerosene.  I  have  inquired  at  our  wholesale 
druggists',  at  retail  stores,  and  of  traveling 
drug  salesmen,  and  have  been  unable  to 
obtain  such  an  article  as  aromatic  naphthalin 
and  camphor.  The  nearest  thing  I  could  find 
is  what  is  known  as  tar  camphor  flakes,  which 
are  soluble  in  kerosene.  Can  you  tell  me  if 
they  are  the  same?  If  not,  where  can  1 
obtain  the  Patch  preparation?       A.  L.  W. 

Saginaw,  Mich. 

Tar  camphor  flakes  are  practically  the 
same  as  the  aromatic  naphthalin  and  cam- 
phor, except  that  the  latter  preparation  sup- 
posedly contains  a  per  cent  of  true  camphor. 
The  tar  camphor  flakes  dissolved  in  kerosene 
to  make  a  saturate  solution,  will  make  a 
liquid  lice  killer  equal  to  any.  The  Patch 
article  can  be  obtained  of  the  manufacturers, 
E.  L.  Patch  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists, 
Boston,  New  York,  and  Chicago.  Boston 
office  at  91  Broad  street. 


A  Few  Questions. 

Mr.  Editor: — I  am  a  render  of  your  valu- 
able paper,  and  if  it  is  not  too  much  trouble, 
would  like  to  ask  a  few  questions. 

1st.  Which  do  you  consider  the  best  winter 
layers,  if  well  cared  for  —  S.  C.  White  Leg- 
horns or  Barred  P.  Rocks? 

2  1.  About  how  many  S.  C.  White  Leg- 
horns could  I  keep  on  a  space  90  x  40  feet? 

3d.  Which  do  vou  think  the  best  mating 
for  Barred  Ply.  Rocks?  E.  A.  P. 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

1st.   Barred  P.  Rocks  for  winter  layers. 
2d.   About  fifty. 

3d.  The  single  mating,  unless  you  are 
breeding  for  extreme  show  points.  The 
single  mating  is  much  simpler,  and  easier 
than  the  double  mating. 


Poisoning  Rats. 

Mr.  Editor:  — For  rats  that  I  could  not 
trap,  I  have  had  good  results  with  "  rough  on 
rats."  I  use  it  on  bread  and  butter,  and  on 
pieces  of  meat  and  cheese. 

Butter  the  bread  in  the  piece,  then  rub  in 
the.  "  rough  on  rats"  and  cut  bread  in  square 
pieces;  the  meat  being  damp,  cooked,  will 
absorb  the  rough  on  rats;  the  cheese,  cut  in 
pieces,  I  warm  in  butter,  and  roll  in  the 
poison.  Of  course  I'm  careful  to  close  the 
brooders  and  coops,  as  I  put  the  poison  in 
the  yards  at  night,  and  I  put  it  in  a  clean 
spot.  Am  careful  to  count  each  piece,  and 
then  we  know  whether  the  poison  is  eaten. 
If  any  is  gone  look  carefully  to  see  that  none 
is  left  around  for  the  hens,  and  be  sure  to  do 
this  before  opening  coops  or  brooders  in  the 
morning.  C.  E.  P. 

Hartford,  Ct. 


Prefers  Barred  Rocks. 

Mr.  Editor :— Your  paper,  Farm-Poultry, 
which  I  receive  regularly,  is  the  best  poultry 
paper  I  ever  read  ;  I  could  not  be  without  it, 
for  it  teaches  good  points  in  raising  poultry. 
I  have  been  in  the  poultry  business  for  five 
years  past,  and  have  tried  four  different 
kinds  of  fowls,  namely,  Black  Langsbans,  Pit 
Games,  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  and  White 
Leghorns.  At  present  I  have  only  Barred 
Plymouth  Rocks,  and  they  are  the  only  fowls 
that  I  care  to  raise;  they  are  the  easiest  to 
raise  of  any  fowls  I  have  ever  had,  and  pay 
best.  I  shall  raise  only  Barred  Plymouth 
Rocks  hereafter.  W.  A.  G. 

Pearl,  Vt. 


Probably  It  Was  the  Lice. 
Mr.  Editor:— I  have  a  flock  of  common 
fowls,  consisting  of  twelve  hens  and  thirty- 
seven  chickens,  all  running  together.  During 
the  summer  I  kept  them  shut  up  in  a  small 
house  and  coop  attached,  giving  a  run  out 
nearly  every  day  from  about  4  o'clock  till 
they  went  to  roost.  I  fed  regularly  twice  a 
day,  buckwheat,  corn  meal  and  potatoes 
mashed  together,  oats;  a  mash  made  of  corn, 
barley  and  oats,  and  fresh  water  once  or  twice 
a  day.  My  hens  have  done  remarkably  well, 
laying  since  Christmas  one  hundred  and 
twelve  dozen  eggs,  besides  hatching  and  car- 
ing for  over  forty  chicks.  The  chicks  did 
well  and  grew  finely  till  about  two  weeks  ago, 
when  I  noticed  that  one  or  two  began  to  look 
rough,  walked  with  an  uncertain  tread,  and 
if  another  chick  chanced  to  crowd  against 
them  they  would  fall  over,  and  would  have 


to  make  quite  an  effort  to  recover  their  feet. 
They  walked  about  as  though  weak  in  the 
legs,  and  seeming  top-heavy.  They  could  not 
sit  on  the  roost  well,  and  if  jostled  much 
would  fall  off.  I  cleansed  the  house  by  burn- 
ing sulphur  in  it  two  or  three  times,  sprayed 
the  roosts  with  paraffin,  whitewashed  the 
walls  and  roosts  after  cleaning  the  droppings, 
straw,  and  other  refuse  from  floors.  I  also 
sifted  insect  powder  in  their  feathers,  and 
applied  some  local  remedies  internally.  The 
chicks  did  not  appear  to  improve,  and  I  killed 
them.  Now  others  have  exactly  the  same 
symptoms,  and  I  fear  I  will  lose  all  ray  flock. 
They  all  the  while  eat  with  a  keen  relish, 
sometimes  sitting  down  while  doing  so.  In 
walking,  running,  or  sitting,  they  have  the 
appearance  of  being  stiff  in  neck  and  body, 
with  a  strong  tendency  to  topple  over,  and  I 
have  seen  one  or  two  that  rolled  over  on  their 
backs  aud  only  with  difficulty  could  recover 
from  that  position. 

They  are  not  lousy  to  any  great  extent, 
though  I  can  see  one  now  and  again  on  them. 
Some  tell  me  I  feed  too  well;  others  give 
other  reasons  for  trouble.  Now  as  you  have 
had  such  an  extensive  practical  experience  in 
raising  poultry,  I  feel  sure  you  can  tell  what 
is  wrong,  and  also  state  a  remedy. 

Also,  can  you  give  me  the  symptoms  of  and 
cure  for  roup,  and  inform  me  where  I  can  get 
a  standard  work  on  poultry? 

Since  writing  the  above  I  found  by  more 
careful  examination,  that  lice  were  abundant 
in  certain  places,  and  applied  remedies  to  get 
rid  of  them;  but  though  the  lice  have  gone 
the  chicks  do  not  improve.  I  have  killed  five 
to  date.  R.  A. 

Elgin,  N.  B. 

[It  is  most  probably  the  lice.  The  trouble 
manifestly  indicates  that,  and  the  remedy 
would  seem  to  be  to  get  rid  of  the  lice,  and 
then  tone  up  the  chickens.  Half-way  meas- 
ures won't  do  it,  nor  will  once  dusting  with 
insect  powder.  That  will  kill  the  lice  that  it 
reaches,  but  the  nits  will  be  left,  and  in  a 
week  or  so  more  lice  will  hatch  from  the  nits. 
Dust  them  thoroughly  at  least  three  times,  a 
week  or  ten  days  apart. 

Separate  them  from  the  old  stock,  and  keep 
them  separate.  It  is  a  serious  blunder  — 
worse  than  that,  it  is  a  crime  —  to  pen  up 
the  young  stock  with  the  old;  the  chickens 
cannot  possibly  do  well,  are  crowded,  insuf- 
ficiently fed,  don't  get  proper  food,  etc. —  and 
they  always  get  lice.  There  was  your  great 
blunder. 

See  "  Roup,"  page  375,  Nov.  1,  '98,  F.-P. 

Wright's  "Practical  Poultry  Keeper"  is 
the  best  poultry  book.  We  will  send  it  you 
on  receipt  of  price,  $2,— or  the  book  and 
Farm-Poultry  one  year  for  $2.50.— Ed.] 


A  Cure  for  Egg  Eating. 
Mr.  Editor :—  Salt  fat  pork  fed  to  hens  will 
stop  egg  eating.  E.  K.  P. 

Danbury,  Ct. 

[The  pork  should  be  chopped  fine,  and  fed 
in  small  quantities  at  a  time.— Ed.] 


Grand  Egg  Producer. 

I  would  not  think  of  keeping  fowls  without 
Bowker's  Animal  Meal.  I  think  it  a  grand 
egg  producer.  Edward  Coons. 

Catskill  Station,  N.  Y. 


Davis'  Barred  Rocks. 

What  some  of  his  customers  say  regarding 
birds  received  from  him  : 

Waltham,  Mass.,  Sept.  24,  '99. 
Mr.  W.  B.  Davis,  Haverhill,  Mass.— Dear 
Sir:  —  I  received  the  B.  P.  Rock  cockerel 
Friday  afternoon,  and  am  highly  pleased  with 
him.  I  would  not  take  double  what  I  paid 
you  for  him.  Accept  my  most  hearty  thanks 
for  sending  me  such  a  fine  bird.  Yours, 

H.  P.  Ballard, 
Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Sept.  2,  '99. 
W.  B.  Davis,— Dear  Sir: — Received  the  six 
pullets  all  O.  K.    Am  highly  pleased  with 
them.   One  of  the  pullets  laid  the  first  day. 
Yours  truly,  Joe  Watson'. 

Upton,  Mass.,  Sept.  13,  '99, 
Mr.  Davis,  —  Dear  Sir:  — The  cockerel 
arrived  all  right  yesterday,  and  I  am  well 
pleased  with  him.  When  I  want  any  more 
stock  I  shall  surely  send  to  you.  I  have  had 
very  bad  luck  in  the  past  four  years  buying 
birds  of  breeders.  Yours. 

A.  C.  Southland. 
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JUST  FOR  FUN 

You  can't  afford  to  keep  poultry  just  for  fun. 
We  assume  that  you  keep  hens  because  you 
want  eggs,  etc.  You  may  or  may  not  be  get- 
ting satisfactory  returns.  It's  largely  a  ques- 
tion of  .feed.  Eggs  consist  largely  of  albumen. 

THE  §•/  aw@  GO'S 
POULTRY  FOOD 
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predominates  in  albumen.  That's  why  it  doubles  the  egg  product 
winter  and  summer.  It  makes  fertile,  sure-to-hatch  eggs.  It  pro- 
motes growth  in  chicks  and  broilers.  Makes  pullets  lay  early, 
shortens  the  moulting  season  and  produces  "fine  feathers."  Fed 
as  a  mash  in  the  morning.  H-O  CO'S  SCRATCHING  FOOD  is  the 
ideal  evening  food.  Write  for  printed  matter,  etc. 


55  FULTON  ST.,   -    BUFFALO,  NiYt 


Asbestos  Roofings 
Roof  Coatings,  J 
Roof  and  Barn  Paints. 


etc. 


Send  for  our  catalogue  telling  how  to  stop  sweating  of  walls,  ceilings, 
Also  tells  how  to  keep  your  houses  WARM  IN  WINTER. 


THE 
Box  1851, 


ASBESTOS   PAPER  COMPANY, 

Boston,  Mass. 

Manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  ASBESTOS  PRODUCTS. 


This  is  the  Bone  Cutter 

— and  indeed  the  only  one  which  is  equipped  with  ball 
bearings.  That's  why  it  runs  so  easily.  It  cuts 
on  the  shear  plate  principle.  No  gouging,  crushing  or 
breaking  of  bone  into  pieces  or  dangerous  bone  splinters. 

loaves  a  Shaving  of  Bone, 

fine  and  easily  consumed  by  fowl  or  chick.  Easiest  to> 
clean  —  cleans  itself.  Feeds  at  will  of  operator. 
Strong  and  durable.  Large  capacity.  Made  in  various 
sizes  for  hand  and  power.  Write  for  our  illustrated 
Catalogue  No.  4,  prices,  etc. 

W.  J.  ADAM,  JOUET,  ILL 


CURE  GUARANTEED. 


ROUP 


^/^'VTTi"Tr,"Vr?KJ  I  >  VI  T  I  >  /~^TTT?T7  The  only  remedy  positively  known  to  cure  Roup 
C'VFllI  IVJu  JL  £5  I  *  \  "  \J  J:  \UKJ  Ik  I  J  in  all  its  forms  as  long  as  the  fowl  can  see  to 
drink.  Simply  put  the  cure  in  drinking  water,  aud  the  fowl  will  take  its  own  medicine.  For  Canker,  espe- 
cially in  pigeons,  this  remedy  excels  all  others.  One  50c.  package  makes  25  gallons  of  medicine.  Directions 
with  every  package.   If  this 'fails  to  cure  werefund  money.  Postpaid,  small  size.  50c;  large  size.  $1. 

PETALUMA  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Petaluma,  Cal.,  Pacific  Coast  Agents.  Mention  Farm-Poultry.  Don't 
send  stamps.  G.  E.  CON  KEY  &  CO.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

2C  PENTC  A  DOZEN  FOR  EGGS 
fc-B      m  H  I     lyt  H  feral    Unit's  what  every  dozen  of  your  eggs  Aflhv 
\Jr      ^L^Hdl   1  M  ^LJr    will  bring  if  you  have  them 
at  the  proper  time,   Green  Cut  Bone  makes  hens  lay  in  winter,  when  I 
eggs  are  worth  most  money.  The  best  way  to  prepare  the  bone  is  with  \ 

The  Dandy  Green  Bone  Cutter 

with  or  without  gear.  They  cut  fast,  out  fine,  and  only  take  a  little  power.  Machine  here 
shown  is  for  hand  power;  cuts  25  lbs.  per  hour.  Makes  little  chicks  grow,  makes  big  hens 
lay.   A  dozen  styles  to  select  from.   Get  free  catalogue  before  buying. 

STRATTON  &  OSBORNE.  BOX  20.  ERIE,  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Hatch  CHICKENS 


WITH  THE 

Wcsden  Hen 

Most  efficient  small  incu- 
bator ever  invented.  Perfect 
in  every  detail.  Just  the  thing 

for  poultry  raising  on  a  small  scale,  50 egg  capacity. 
CEO.  H.  STAHL,  Patentee  and  Sole  Manufacturer, \%+  to  122  S.  Sixth  St.,  QUINCY,  ILL 


WITH  THE 

EXCELSIOR  INCUBATOR 

Simple,  Perfect,  Self-regula- 
ting.   Thousands  in  success- 
ful operation.   Guaranteed  to 
hatch  a    larger   percentage  of 
less  cost  than  any  other  Hatcher. 


Mffc  (St<  4Sk 


Eggs  Sure  to  Hatch 

—the  kind  that  will  produce  strong,  vigorous  chicks,  depend  upon  the  vital- 
ity of  the  hen  that  lays  them.  She  must  not  be  fed  on  heating,  deblll- 
taing  food.   Really  the  best  thing  for  the  breeding  hen  is  our 

PIONEER  CLOVER  MEAL. 

It  makes  young  chicks  grow  rapidly.  Wonderful  forbroilers.  Makes  sweet,  ten- 
der, hiah-navored  flesh.  It  is  made  from  clean  clover  hay,  cured  by  our  own 
special  process  so  as  to  preserve  all  the  bright  green  color  and  the  delicious 
aroma  aud  essential  oils.  It  is  ground  into  the  finest  meal  by  our  powerful 
and  specially  designed  machinery.  No  additions,  no  adulterntions,  but 
clean,  pure,  sweet  and  wholesome  poultry  food.  Then,  too.it  is  quite 
cheap— only  costs:  60  lbs.  $1;  100  lbs.  $2;  5  lbs.  25c.  Use  it  this  winter  and  get 
eggs  when  eggs  are  worth  money.  Sample  and  editorial  indorsements  FJSEE. 

The  Bennett  &  Millett  Co.,  Box  F.P,  Gouverneur,  N.  Y. 


384 


Farm- Poultry 


October  15 


Getting  the  Average. 
Mr.  Editor:  —  Would  you  oblige  rae  by  get- 
ting the  average  number  of  bens  for  nine 
months  of  tbe  present  year.  I  want  to  close 
tbe  account,  and  begin  a  new  year  October 
1st,  with  tbe  new  stock.  I  began  tbe  year 
with  forty-eight  bens,  and  ate,  sold,  or  lost 
from  time  to  time  as  below  :  — 

January  11.  ate  one. 

February  12,  ate  one. 

April  2,  ate  one. 

April  4,  ate  one. 

May  4,  sold  four. 

May  21,  ate  one. 

June  4,  ate  one. 

June  5,  lost  one. 

June  29,  lost  one. 

August  31,  lost  one. 

September  17,  ate  one. 

September  24,  lost  one. 

This  decreased  my  number  to  thirty-three 
bens,  but  I  would  like  to  get  my  monthly 
average,  as  I  want  to  know  how  they  laid. 
I  have  received  306J  dozen  eggs  from  the 
flock,  and  find  the  beus  have  made  a  profit  of 
$28.78  In  tbe  nine  months. 
,  My  present  stock  consists  of  thirty-two  old 
'hens  and  forty-five  pullets;  the  latter  look  as 
though  they  would  soon  lay.  Most  of  my 
stock  is  pure  bred  Barred  P.  Rocks.  "Will 
divide  my  hens  and  pullets,  giving  each  flock 
a  house  of  its  own.  Will  give  the  old  stock 
a  house  12  x  16,  pullets  a  house  10  x  21  ft.  I 
want  to  make  up  two  breeding  pens  in  spring, 
one  of  pure  P.  Rocks,  the  other  of  Brown 
Leghorn  male  on  P.  Rock  females.  That  is 
the  best  cross  I  ever  tried  ;  makes  fine  layers, 
and  the  cockerels  are  almost  as  good. for  mar- 
ket as  pure  P.  Rocks.  Eggs  are  now  14c. ; 
get  as  high  as  20c.  Old  hens,  5c.  pound; 
young  chicks,  7c.  B.  A.  N. 

Corydon, Ind. 

[Our  rule  for  getting  the  average  is  to  sub- 
tract for  the  whole  month  if  bird  is  out  on  or 
before  the  15th,  and  count  her  as  in  that 
month  if  she  is  in  until  after  the  15th;  that  is 
a  rough  way,  but  simple.  That  would  make 
your  count  as  follows :  — 

January,  47 
February,  46 
March,  46 
April,  44 
May,  40 
June,  37 
July,  36 
August,  36 
September,  35 

367 

That  gives  a  total  of  three  hundred  and 
1  sixty-seven  for  nine  months;  divided  by  nine 
gives  the  monthly  average  of  forty  and  seven- 
ninths.  We  think  you  would  get  better 
results  if  you  gave  your  birds  more  room. 
They  are  too  crowded.— Ed.] 


An  Experience. 

Mr.  Editor: — A  few  menths  ago  I  bought  a 
country  home  of  fifteen  acres,  and  thought  it 
would  be  O.  K.  to  have  a  few  hens  for  home 
use.  I  bought  twelve  hens  and  a  cock  each 
of  "White  Wyandottes  and  White  Plymouth 
Rocks,  at  §18  a  dozen,  from  a  responsible 
breeder.  At  the  time  the  birds  arrived  half 
were  moulting,  and  the  other  half  pullets,  I 
would  judge,  of  April  hatch.  Of  course  I 
didn't  know  then  why  I  never  got  over  six 
eggs  from  twenty-four  hens. 

My  general  utility  man,  who  "  knew  all 
about  chickens,''  fed  them  on  corn  and  table 
scraps.  Here  on  the  place  is  a  fine  coop 
about  12  x  8,  with  a  run  about  75  x  100.  One 
day  I  got  tired  of  this  state  of  affairs,  started 
in  and  bought  all  the  poultry  papers  in  sight. 
The  same  week  I  toot  a  few  days  off,  and 
visited  about  a  dozen  poultrymen  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  New  Jersey.  After  digesting  all  I 
heard,  and  keeping  my  amazement  under 
control,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  no  two 
men  agree  in  poultry  matters. 

Still,  I  got  tbe  poultry  fever.  My  friends 
promptly  advised  me  that  I  would  sink  my 
good  money  like  all  the  rest,  as  it  takes  an 
expert  to  make  a  success  at  it.  As  I  have  a 
weakness  for  tackling  things  at  which  others 
fail,  I  started  in  on  the  feedingqucstion.  Use 
for  a  flock  of  twenty- four  hens,  for  breakfast, 
a  rnash  of  three  pints,  half  corn  bran  and  half 
wheat  middlings.  Throw  a  few  handfuls 
wheat  about  midday.  In  the  evening  feed 
one-half  mash  as  abi>ve,  and  one-half  whole 
wheat — about  two  quarts  in  all.   I  mix  in 


meat  meal  at  present,  but  will  in  near  future 
make  my  green  bone  meal.  Also  put  in  two 
or  three  times  a  week  a  spoonful  of  sulphur, 
for  moulting  hens. 

Run  as  stated  is  75  x  100  feet.  Hatched 
two  sittings  of  fifteen  each.  First  sitting  hen 
had  range  and  hatched  two ;  other  hatched 
under  cover,  aud  got  twelve  out  of  fifteen. 
Fed  chicks  on  corn  meal  and  milk  mash, 
chopped  raw  beef,  yolk  of  eggs  ground. 
Result,  have  twelve  out  of  twelve,  now  three 
weeks  old,  happy  and  prospering.  Built 
incubator  and  brooder  houses  12  x  12  each, 
height  of  wall  8  feet.  Use  1-inch  spruce,  and 
vermin  proof  building  paper  inside;  southern 
exposure;  plenty  of  windows. 

I  am  about  to  build  breeding  and  hen  house 
according  to  my  idea.  Would  be  pleased  to 
hear  from  you  if  I  am  making  a  mistake. 
Will  make  outside  dimensions  of  house, — 
north  wall,  eight  feet;  slanting  shingled  roof 
to  south  side,  five  feet ;  a  path  three  feet  wide 
through  entire  length  of  house,  enabling  to 
heat  and  keep  pens  clean  as  well.  Pens 
towards  south  side,  each  9x8.  Fence  four 
feet  in  house,  six  feet  in  scratching  range, 
which  is  9  x  20,  connected  with  each  pen. 

Each  pen  calculated  for  twelve  hens  and 
one  cock,  or  forty  to  fifty  broilers.  Giving 
this  small  flock  9x8  house  and  9  x  20  outside 
run,  stove  in  each  end  of  400  feet  house  regu- 
lated to  70  to  75  degrees  in  winter.  Each  pen 
has  window  on  southern  exposure.  Ground 
inside  three  inches  beach  sand  and  gravel, 
shells,  etc. ;  outside  the  same.  Roost  low,  18 
inches  roost  space  for  each  hen.  Sand  in 
house  raked  up  every  day,  and  slaked  lime 
thrown  over  run  twice  a  week,  or  oftener. 

Decided  on  an  incubator  and  brooder,  to 
be  placed  inside  in  houses.  Would  like  to 
know  how  long  to  keep  chicks  in  brooder 
before  I  can  put  them  in  heated  pens,  as 
above,  in  winter.  Lines  I  follow:  "White 
Wyandottes  for  broilers;  White  Leghorns 
and  White  P.  Rocks  for  market  egg  produc- 
tion. A  few  other  breeds  in  small  quantity, 
to  sell  for  breeding  purposes.         P.  O.  B. 

Red  Bank,  N.  J. 

[Your  experience  is  varied,  and  you  have 
learned  some  things  ;  —  but  there  are  others 
yet  to  learn.  One  is  not  to  build  a  house  with 
roof  sloping  south;  have  the  highest  wall 
south.  Another  is  not  to  heat  artificially  the 
poultry  laying  houses.  That  Is  a  mistake,  as 
you  create  an  artificial  climate,  which  will  be 
likely  to  upset  the  fowls,  and  make  them  ill. 
Don't  heat  the  house. 

Chicks  should  be  kept  in  heated  brooders 
till  about  six  weeks  old,  in  winter. 

We  would  think  your  poor  egg  yield  was 
partly  due  to  too  small  quarters,  and  ill 
balanced  food  ration.  We  recommend  you 
to  read  "  Feeding  Fowls  for  Eggs,"  Nov.  15, 
'97,-F.-P.;  "How  We  Hatch  and  Raise 
Chickens,"  March  15th,  '99,  F.-P.;  and  "  The 
Scratching  Shed  House,"  June  15th,  '98,  F.-P. 
Those  articles  will  probably  be  suggestive  to 
you.— Ed.] 
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;  Rcecham's  Pills 

'         CURE  SICK  HEADACHE 

and  act  like  magic  on  a  weak: 
Stomach  and  disordered  liver. 
10  cents  and  25  cents,  at  all  drug  stores. 


maplBwood  Farm  Poultry, 

Woodstock,  Vermont. 

Young  breeding  stock  now  on  sale,  highest 
quality,  White  Wyandottes  and  Barred  Plymouth 
Rocks;  males,  $3  to  S5;  females,  $2  to  $3.  Eggs  of 
best  strains  for  hatching,  $2  per  sitting.  Incubator 
eggs,  $6  per  100.  Send  orders  now  for  present  or 
future  delivery. 


Pat.  applied  for. 


STAY  OTV. 

Can't  lose  off,  and  are  neat,  light , 
and  durable. 

Prices  Postpaid. 

Per  doz.,  .  .  .  25c. ;  per  25,  .  .  .  40c. 
Per  50,  ....  75c. ;  per  100. .  .  $1.35 
Give  size  wanted.  Samples  for 
Aluminum  or  Brass  tags  for  stamp. 
All  supply  dealers  sell  them. 
KEYES,  DAVIS  &  CO., 

Battle  Creek,  Mich. 


GAIKTLEY 

Makes  a  specially  of 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

I  have  some  good  yearling  hens  from  the  same  line 
breeding  that  produced  the  first  prize  pen  at  Boston, 
in  S2  each.    Young  stock  after  Nov.  1st. 

GEO.  L.  GAINLEY,  Lynn,  Mass. 


White  Wyandottes, 
B.  P.  Rocks,      S.  C.  Wh.  Leghorns, 
Mammoth  Pekin  Ducks. 

Bred  f  rom  finest  strains  of  leading  growers  in  the 
country.  No  finer  specimens  can  be  found  anywhere. 

Many  exhibition  birds  in  the  lot.  Prices  low 
Write  for  terms. 

LAKE  ONTARIO  POULTRY  FARM, 

IJrighton,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y. 
N.B.— Will  exchauge  a  limited  number  of  cock- 
erels for  others  of  equal  merit. 


The  Practical 

Poultry  Keeper 

By  LEWIS  WRIGHT. 

A  STANDARD  GUIDE  to  the  Management  of  Poultry  for  Domestic 
Use,  the  Market,  or  Exhibition. 

With  Eight  beautifully  Colored  Plates,  showing  twenty-five 
Breeds,  painted  from  life  by  J.  W.  LUDLOW,  and  numerous 
illustrations  in  the  text.  320  pages,  bound  in  cloth,  with 
gilt  stamping.     Price  $2.00. 

CONTENTS 


Houses,  Runs  and  Accommodation 

Domestic  Management  of  Adult  Fowls 

Natural  Hatching  and  Chicken  Hearing 

Artificial  Hatching  and  Rearing 

Table  Poultry,  Fattening  and  Killing 

Poultry  on  the  Farm 

Poultry  Farming 

Breeding  for  Points 

Breeding  and  Rearing  of  Prize  Stock 

Exhibition 

Cochins,  Langshans 

Brahmas 

Malays,  Aseels,  and  Indian  Games 


Game  Fowls 
Dorkings 

Spanish,  Minorcas,  Leghorns,  etc. 

Hamburgs 

Polish,  Sultans 

French  Breeds 

American  Breeds 

Miscellaneous  Breeds 

Bantams 

Turkeys,  Guinea-fowl,  Pea-fowl 
Water-fowl 

Diseases,  Vices,  and  Vermin 


THE  PRACTICAL  POULTRY  KEEPER 

Entirely  New  and  Revised  and  Enlarged  Edition. 


The  first  edition  of  this  work  was  pub- 
lished in  1867,  its  object  being  to  give  practi- 
cal details  with  such  clearness  and  simplicity 
that  it  might  be  "  put  into  tbe  hands  of  a  per- 
son totally  ignorant  of  poultry  keeping,  with 
the  reasonable  certainty  that  its  instructions, 
If  followed,  would  command  success."  The 
constant  demand  for  rapidly  succeeding  edi- 
tions has  proved  that  The  Practical  Poul- 
try Keeper  has  fulfilled  its  intended  pur- 
pose, and 

Supplied  a  Real  Want. 

After  numerous  minor  revisions  for  some 
of  the  many  successive  impressions,  tbe 
Twentieth  Edition  called  for  more  extensive 
re-casting,  and  was  set  up  afresh  in  entirely 
new  type,  with  Colored  Plates.  That  edition 
also  has,  since  1885,  been  many  time  reprinted, 
with  occasional  minor  corrections.  But  the 
time  has  at  length  come  when  an  entirely 
New  Edition  seems  to  be  demanded.  In 
this  edition,  fully  one-half  of  the  contents 
have  been 

Entirely  Rewritten, 

and  the  remainder  thoroughly  revised. 

The  work  in  its  new  dress  is  considera- 
bly enlarged,  and  two  of  the  Colored 


Plates  are  devoted  to  varieties  of  poultry 
which  have  been  recently  introduced.  En- 
deavor has  been  made  to  embody  the  essence 
of  that 

Progress  and  Increase  of 
Knowledge 

which  has  taken  place  in  many  points,  and  to 
take  note  of  tbe  many  changes  which  have 
taken  place  during  recent  years.  The  facts 
and  the  truth  are  becoming  more  defined 
respecting  the  vexed  question  of 

Poultry  Farming, 

and  some  endeavor  has  been  made  to  set  forth 
that  truth,  and  to  correct  the  exaggerations 
which  have  been  published  on  both  sides. 
The  author  has  done  his  best  to  make  this 
new  edition  of  The  Practical  Poultry 
Keeper  as  practical  as  ever,  whilst  embody- 
ing tbe 

Best   Knowledge  and  Methods 

of  the   Present  Day. 

"Those  who  keep  poultry,  or  contemplate 
doing  so,  had  better  consult  a  good  manual, 
and  Mr.  Wright's  is  certainly  one  of  the 

best."—  Standard. 


SEA  SHELLS 

Sample,  2c.  F.  P, 


grade  for  poultry 
Best  and  die 


Bes 

feed.    Best  and  cheapest 
shells  known  $1.25  hbl.— 5 
bnl.atSI.  Dis.in  iiuantity. 
KNOWLES,  Guilford.  Conn. 


Special  Farm-Poultry  Edition, 

Prepared  expressly  for  us,  containing  much  Practical  and  Original 
Matter  from  our  Mr.  Hunter.  This  edition  only  for  sale  by  us.  Price 
$2.00,  postpaid. 

OUT  Readers  can  get  the  above  and  a  full  years  subscription  to 
Farm-Poultry  for  Only  $2.50. 

If  your  subscription  is  already  paid  ahead,  send  $2.50  now,  and  we 
will  send  the  book  and  extend  your  subscription  another  year  from  date  of 
expiration. 


I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.. 


Boston,  Mass. 
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WILLARD  P.SMITH, 
ABATTOIR,Foot6*STRE£T 
JERSEY  CITY. 


SLAUGHTERED  ON  THE  PREMISES 

—  OUR"— 

B  OILE  D  BeEF  &  IB  ONE .  is  an 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE  MEAT  &  BON  E 

MEAL  MADE  FROM  FRESH 

CATTLE  AND  SHEEP  HEADS, 

LIGHTS,  LIVERS  &  BEEF 

BOILED  CRUSH ED.ORIED 

ft  GROUND  TO  POWDER 

A  CONCENTRATED 

EXTRAOT  OF 

BEEF  AND 

BONE 

★  * 


OEWITT  ROMAINE 
OFFICE.  109  MURRAY  ST. 
NEW  YORK. 


^      EVAPORATED  & 


POULTRY 

I  WARRANTED. 
AfraolutJly  PURE  4  nd  ComflirtinA 

nothing  boifrwh  Lfvor.Hkatjjttlc 
and  Snaaphaads  botle(J,dried 
and  ground  to  Meal. 


329  Washington  St. 


Vsrfte'    Kav  24thf1899. 


I.  S.  Johnson  &  Co. 

Dear  Sirs:- 

Years  ago,  when  Farm  Poultry  was  in  its  infancy  and 
we  were  retailing  a  few  sample  bags  of  B.B.B,  monthly,  we  decided  to  "maKe 
a  change  in  our  advertising  mediums",  and  as  fast  as  our  contracts  with 
other  Poultry  Papers  expired,  we  dropped  them  and  placed  that  money  in 
Farm  Poultry  advertising;  with  the  result  that  our  sales  of  B.B.B.  commenc- 
ed to  increase  in  leaps  and  bounds,  until  now  we  are  converting  anually 
over  one  million  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  pounds  of  fresh,  raw  mater- 
ial into  B.B.B.  for  poultry. 

As  the  circulation  of  the  Farm  Poultry  has  exceeded  all  other  Poultry  Pa- 
pers, so  have  our  sales  exceeded  our  utmost  expectations,  "Your  prosperity 
has  carried  along  with  it,  those  advertisers  wise  enough  to  stand  by  you". 

We  attribute  our  success  solely  to  three  things 
1st-  Having  a  good  reliable  article. 
2nd-  Advertising  it  in  Farm  Poultry. 
3rd-  Conducting  our  business  honestly. 

Yours  truly, 


Will  Kill  Rats. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  notice  in  last  F.-P.  an 
inquiry  for  a  safe  rat  killer.  I  know  of  one. 
Take  a  large  box,  make  some  holes  in  the 
sides  and  ends  high  enough  from  the  ground 
so  chickens  cannot  get  in;  put  in  corn  meal 
for  a  bait  for  a  few  nights.  After  the  rats 
get  to  eating  good,  mix  some  plaster  of  paris 
with  the  meal.  The  moisture  in  the  rats' 
stomachs  will  cause  the  plaster  to  set  hard, 
and  you  will  find  the  rats  dead  right  there 
where  they  were  eating. 

There  is  a  shop  in  this  town  where  rats  eat 
the  leather  belts  and  lacings,  causing  much 
loss  and  damage,  and  this  method  was  adopted 
with  great  success.  A  small  dish  of  water  in 
the  box  might  be  a  good  idea,  and  cause  the 


rats  to  die  sooner.    Hoping  some  readers 
will  be  benefited  by  this,  I  am,  etc., 
Milford,  N.  H.  A.  A.  S. 


Good  Brahma  Laying. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  want  to  send  you  the  egg 
record  of  my  seven  Dark  Brahma  hens  for 
August.  Five  of  them  are  yearlings,  and 
two  of  them  are  two  yearsold.  They  laid  109 
eggs,  or  15  4-7  eggs  apiece,  which  I  think  is 
very  good,  as  they  commenced  to  meult. 
Although  the  Dark  Brahmas  are  a  breed  that 
is  seldom  mentioned  and  never  illustrated,  I 
have  kept  them  for  twenty-six  years,  and  I 
would  not  change  for  any  other. 

Cambridgeport,  Mass.  W.  B.  G. 


[That  was  a  very  good  egg  yield  if  the  birds 
also  laid  well  all  through  the  winter  and 
spring;  a  part  record  like  this  is  of  little  help 
in  testing  laying  ability;  we  want  a  year's 
record. 

The  Dark  Brahmas  are  illustrated  occasion- 
ally, but  are  rarely  seen  at  shows  or  in  poul- 
try yards.— Ed.] 


We  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  our 
readers  to  the  advertisement  of  James  Breck 
&  Sons,  appearing  in  this  issue  of  Farm- 
Poultry.  These  people  are  directing  the 
attention  of  poultry  people  to  their  Asbestine 
Weatherproof    Cold   Water   Paint.  They 


recommend  this  preparation  as  being  in  every- 
way superior  to  whitewash  and  the  many 
other  preparations  used  for  inside  painting  in 
poultry  buildings.  It  is  certainly  a  very 
desirable  paint,  as  it  is  guaranteed  not  to 
crack,  scale,  blister,  or  wash  off  by  the  action 
of  the  weather.  Furthermore  it  is  a  fire 
proof  substance,  and  by  its  combination  of 
materials  is  a  germicide  and  disinfectant.  It 
is  made  in  a  pure  brilliant  white,  and  sixteen 
shades  of  color.  Easily  mixed  with  cold 
water,  and  easy  to  apply.  Specially  valuable 
in  the  poultry  house,  stables,  cow  barns, 
dairy  buildings,  etc.  The  price  is  said  to  be 
such  that  it  comes  within  the  easy  reach  of 
everybody.  Read  the  ad.,  and  send  for  "Pro- 
gression" circulars,  etc. 
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THE -YOUTH'S 
COMPANION 

The  Fireside  Friend  in  Half  a  Million  Homes. 

Special  Subscription  Offer 
for  1900. 


Those  who  subscribe  prior  to  November  i,  sending  $1.75  with 
this  slip,  or  the  name  of  this  publication,  will  receive  the  nine 
November  and  December  issues  of  The  Companion  FREE,  and 
then  the  issues  for  52  weeks,  a  full  year,  until  January  1,  1901. 
This  offer  includes  the  gift  of  the  New  Companion  Calendar— the 
most  beautiful  one  ever  given  to  friends  of  The  Companion.  G74 


Send  us  your  address  on  a  Postal  and  we  will  mail  you  our  Illus- 
trated Announcement  Number,  containing  a  full  prospectus  of  the 
Contributors  and  Contributions  engaged  for  the  new  volume. 

THE  YOUTH'S  COMPANION,  Boston,  Mass. 
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Prairie  State  Incubators 


An  Amateur's  Story. 

Mr.  Editor: — I  have  frame  up  for  a  konse 
as  per  plan  in  June  loth,  '98,  F.-P.,  10  x  36 
feet.  Please  inform  me  if  you  intend  wire 
nettiDg  to  be  used  in  front  of  scratching 
sheds,  as  well  as  the  muslin  curtains  —  both 
in  winter(  or  only  the  curtains? 

Have  had  good  results  since  I  started, 
for  a  green  hand;  I  used  an  incubator 
and  out  door  brooder.  I  hatched  on  second 
trial  seventy'oiie  chicks  out  of  eighty  fertile 
eggs,  and  would  have  got  seventy-six  had  I 
not  been  careless.  Also  set  two  hens  at  same 
time,  on  sixteen  and  seventeen  eggSj  in  order 
to  compare  air  space,  etc.,  with  eggs  in  the 
machine;  hens  hatched  twelve  and  thirteen 
chicks.  W"bile  incubators  are  a  good  thing)  I 
find  they  need  a  great  amount  of  care  and 
attention)  and  think  I  shall  Use  hens  here- 
after, for  I  think  the  objections  raised  to  hens 
are  more  than  offset  by  the  care  and  anxiety 
she  takes  off  of  one's  shoulders.  "We  should 
make  the  hen  comfortable  and  happy,  and  pay- 
much  attention  to  her  wants  during  her  three 
weeks  sitting.  This,  I  fiud,  is  not  done  by 
many  people;  this  same  rule  should  apply 
when  breaking  up  broody  hens. 

X  have  not  lost  over  eight  per  cent  of  chicks 
from  any  cause,  and  not  over  three  per  cent 
from  sickness.  I  expected,  from  reading 
poultry  papers  for  a  year  past,  to  encounter 
II  sorts  of  troubles,  but  have  seen  no  vermin, 
ind  health  and  happiness  reign  supreme. 
The  chicks  of  first  hatch  are  four  months  old, 
and  the  others  ten  weeks.  I  have  eight  two 
years  old  P.  Rock  hens,  not  pure,  and  erected 
a  cheap  but  pleasant  house  for  them,  of  which 
both  droppings  board  and  floor  are  cleaned 
every  morning,  and  every  attention  paid  to 
their  wants ;  the  result  is  they  are  singing  and 
laying,  and  seem  to  enjoy  life. 

I  am  not  in  favor  of  free  range,  conse- 
quently allow  them  to  run  out  daily  about  4 
r.  M.  till  night.  I  feed  mostly  on  cracked 
corn  during  the  warm  weather.  One  of  them 
did  not  commence  to  lay  until  about  the  first 
of  May.  The  record  is  as  follows  :  — 
Four  days  in  May,  19  eggs. 

June,  144  " 

July,  147  " 

August,  134  " 

I  give  much  care  to  coops  for  chicks,  sifting 
•rravel  on  floors  every  morning,  and  all 
impurities  removed.  As  I  am  not  in  favor 
of  feeding  them  on  much  soft  food,  with  the 
exception  of  a  mixture  occasionally  of  bran, 
corn  and  oat  meal,  and  middlings,  when 
first  hatched  I  gave  tbem  for  three  or  four 
weeks,  Fidelity  food  only  —  no  egg  or  mash 
of  any  kind. 

I  have  been  much  troubled  with  drinking 
fountains,  as  chicks  would  manage  to  con- 
taminate the  water  in  a  short  time.  I  made 
a  box  with  slanting  top,  slats  in  front,  and 
three  tin  cans  inside;  these  removed  to  be 
cleaned  and  filled  from  hinged  top.-  It  works 
well,  keeps  sun  off,  and  only  way  of  soiling 
water  is  by  their  bills,  and  then  whole  of 
water  is  not  affected.  Cbicks  have  free  range. 
Expect  when  I  get  under  way  to  breed  noth- 
ing but  White  Wyandottes,  and  go  slow  and 
sure.  H.  S.  H. 

Raymond,  N.  H. 

[Yes,  we  put  both  wire  and  muslin  curtains 
in  front  of  scratching  sheds,  the  wire  outside 
the  studs.  The  wire  keeps  the  birds  enclosed 
within  the  house  when  we  don't  want  them 
to  go  out  in  yards,  as  when  there  is  snow  on 
ground.  One  section  of  the  wire  is  a  gate, 
the  wire  tacked  to  a  light  frame,  which  is 
hinged  to  swing  out  and  back  against  the 
other  half,  where  a  hook  and  screw  eye 
secures  it. 

Your  views  of  the  amount  of  care  and 
anxiety  required  by  an  incubator,  and  free- 
dom from  care  and  anxiety  with  silting  hens, 
are  very  amusing;  you  will  probably -modify 
them  in  the  not  distant  future.  Of  all  can- 
tankerous, anxiety  breeding  things,  the  aver- 
age sitting  hen  is  the  worst  in  the  world; 
while  the  up  to  date  incubator  is  just  no 
anxiety  at  all.  All  one  has  to  do  is  fill  and 
trim  the  lamp  once  a  day,  and  turn  the  eggs 
twice  a  day  —  and  not  an  atom  of  anxiety. 
When  you  have  set  some  hens  on  choice  eggs, 
and  find  that  one  has  danced  a  highland  fling 
on  hers,  breaking  a  few  and  daubing  all  the 
others,  and  another  has  "  changed  her  mind," 
and  wants  to  go  off  to  the  laying  pens,  and 
another  is  envious  of  a  nest  which  doesn't 
belong  to  her,  and  insists  upon  occupying  ihe 


hestwith  the  rightful  occupant,  to  the  neglect 
of  her  own.  Oh,  yes;  there's  lots  of  fun  in 
sitting  hens. 

The  great  point  in  favor  of  the  incubator  is 
its  readiness  to  go  to  work  at  any  time,  while 
the  hen  will  sit  when  she  gets  good  and 
ready,  and  not  before;  while  your  good  eggs 
are  spoiling  waiting  for  her  whim.  You  may 
have  the  sitting  hens  if  you  want  them;  we 
don't. —  Ed.] 


Smoked  wheat. 

Mr.  Editor: — Will  you  tell  me  the  origin  of 
what  is  called  "smoked  wheat?"  Has  it  been 
through  a  fire?  What  is'  your  opinion  of  it 
for  food  for  laying  hens? 

I  had  some  last  winter)  and  it  smelled  very 
strong  of  smoke,  and  had  bits  of  charcoal  in 
it;  It  cost  me  ninety  cents  a  hundred  weight. 
Should  you  consider  it  cheap  at  that  price,  or 
would  it  be  more  profitable  to  pay  full  price 
for  first  quality  wheat?  If  you  will  give  me 
your  opinion  you  will  greatly  oblige. 

Orton,  Ct.  Miss  E.  L.  C. 

[The  smoke  came  from  fire,  of  course,  and 
the  smoked  wheat  has  been  in  a  building  or 
car  that  was  burned.  Probably  it  was  wet, 
then  taken  up  and  dried,  and  is  now  sold 
cheap  (?)  for  poultry  food.  Don't  touch  it. 
Don't  feed  any  damaged  food,  any  more  than 
you  would  eat  damaged  food  yourself,  and 
for  the  same  reason. 

See  "  Cheap  Food,  Again."  page  23S,  June 
loth  F.-P.;  "Danger  in  Diseased  Grain," 
page  1ST,  May  1st  F.-P. ;  "  False  Economy  in 
Feeding,"  page  266,  August  1,  '98  F.-P.,  etc. 
—Ed.] 

A  nowise  unimportant  part  of  the  work 
of  the  various  experiment  stations  of  this 
country  has  been  to  seek  out  and  combine 
those  various  stock  foods  so  as  to  produce  the 
very  best  obtainable  results.  This  combina- 
tion has  resulted  in  what  is  known  as  a 
balanced  ration,  which  means  that  natural 
grains  have  been  mixed  together  in  proportion 
to  their  special  food  contents  to  produce 
specially  desired  products.  For  instance,  it 
is  a  well  kuown  fact  that  one  particular 
balanced  ration  if  fed  to  a  cow  will  increase 
the  flow  of  milk  and  the  consequent  yield  of 
butter;  if  the  same  animal  is  fed  another 
balanced  ration, she  will  take  on  flesh  rapidly, 
and  become  practically  worthless  for  milking. 
Now  if  these  things  are  true  of  dairy  cattle, 
and  also  true  in  feeding  other  kinds  of  live 
stock,  why  may  they  not  be  equally  true  in 
the  poultry  yard?  Asa  matter  of  fact  they 
are  so,  and  hens  may  now  be  fed  balanced 
rations  with  the  same  certainty  of  desired 
results  as  are  assured  the  live  stock  feeder. 
The  H-0  Company,  whose  advertisement 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  are  making 
such  a  food.  It  consists  of  a  number  of  grain 
substances  combined  in  just  the  correct  pro- 
portions to  produce  the  desired  results  in 
eggs,  growth  of  young  poultry ,  development 
of  pullets,  etc.  Every  sack  of" the  H-0  Poul- 
try Food  contains  a  guaranteed  analysis  of 
the  actual  food  contents  of  the  package.  You 
thus  take  110  risk  in  buying,  as  you  know 
absolutely  in  every  case  exactly  what  you  are 
getting. 

H-0  Poultry  Food  is  best  fed  as  a  morning 
mash.  Write  them  for  circulars,  prices,  etc. 
Address  according  to  the  advertisement. 

PAINT  TALKS,  XXI. 
AMATEUR  HOUSE  PAINTING. 

It  stands  to  reason  that  the  professional  painter  Is 
a  better  workman  in  his  own  line  than  any  inexperi- 
enced novice  can  be.  It  is  therefore  reasonable  to 
insist  that  i£  the  house  owner  wants  the  best  work,  a 
professional  workman  should  be  employed  tofuruisli 
it% 

So  much  for  the  superiority  of  the  painter  as  a 
painter,  but  when  it  conies  down  to  the  question  of 
painting  materials,  the  most  honest  painter  is  not 
always  the  bestauthoritv.  I  have,  in  this  series,  given 
some  information  which  certain  painters  may  see 
cause  to  contradict.  The  fact  is.  however,  that  the 
best  authorities  support  my  position,  and  many  of 
the  most  advanced  painters  applv  in  practice  the 
principles  laid  down  111  these  articles. 

While  the  painter  is  always  to  be  employed  for 
painting  when  thatcouise  is  practicable,  it  sometimes 
happens  that,  on  the  score  of  economy,  opportunity, 
or  for  some  other  reason,  the  alternative  for  amateur 
painting  is  no  painting.  Sow  paintis  essential  to  the 
preservation  of  property,  and  amateur  painting,  while 
not  as  desirable  from  an  aesthetic  point  of  view, 
serves  the  purpose  of  preservation  almost  as  effect- 
ively as  professional  painting. 

When  amateur  pain  tingbecomesnecessarv,  Ihe  color 
cards  issued  by  the  various  paint  houses  will  be  found 
very  helpful  in  the  selection  of  tints:  and  if  ready 
mixed  paints,  without  water  or  alkali,  can  be  obtained, 
they  will  be  found  the  most  convenient  for  use. 
Scarcely  less  convenient,  however,  and  generally  per- 
haps safer  to  use,  are  the  paste  paints  manufactured 
in  white  and  a  variety  of  tints  bvmanv  of  the  leading 
paint  houses.  These  require  onfv  the  addition  of  lin- 
seed oil,  and.  in  some  cases,  turpentine,  to  fit  them  for 
use;  and  as  almost  the  whole  structure  of  durable 
painting  depends  on  theuse  of  pure  linseed  oil,  it  may 
be _  safer  to  rely  on  procuring  pure  oil  than  pure  ready 
mixed  paints. 

The  essentials  of  a  good  house  paint  are  that  it 
shall  contain  a  fair  proportion  of  zinc  white,  pure 
linseed  oil,  and  no  water  or  alkali;  and  the  conditions 
requisite  to  a  good  job  of  painting  are  that  the  surface 
shall  be  perfectly  dry,  that  plenty  of  time  shall  be 
allowed  for  each  coatto  dry  before'the next  is  applied, 
and  that  each  coat  shall  be  laid  on  evenlv.  With  these 
conditions  in  mind,  even  an  amateur  can  do  present- 
able and  durable  work. 

STANTON  DUDLEY. 


WRITE  TO 

Jos.  Breck  &  Sons, 


47  to  54  N.  Market  St.,     Boston,  Mess. 

They  are  Xcw  England  selling  agents,  slio^fr  a  full  line 
of  the  Prafrie  Stele  INCUBATORS  and  BROOD- 
ERS; and  will  mail  catalogue  FREE  and  quote 
factory  prices. 


Wise  Poultry  men 

rc  discarding  all  others  and  using  tli 

Star  Incubator. 


In  every  test  it  hatches  the  largest  per 
cent,  of  fertile  eggs,  and  no  crippled  or  deli- 
cate chicks.    Ventilation  is  perfect. 

No  MOISTURE  Required. 
STAR  BROODERS  ^nhtJn^  X 

The  same  system  of  ;  emulation  and  circulation  as  in 
our  incubators.    Catalogue  free. 


STAR  INCUBATOR  CO.,  10  Church  St.,  Bound  Brook,  N.J 


C.  BROWN  LEGHORNS. 

White  Wyandottes. 


S.  C.  WHITE  LEGHORNS. 

Ring  Neck  Pheasants. 


A  (rrand  lot  of  farm  raised  breeding  stock,  large,  vigorous,  and  standard  bred,  in  lots  to  suit  at  rock  bot- 
tom prices.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  money  refunded.   You  run  no  risk. 
Crystal  Hill  Farm,  CYPHERS  &  FISHER,  "Washington,  Warren  Co.,  >\  J. 


ENTERPRISE 

Meat  and  Food 
CHOPPER 


Unquestionably  the  post  perfect,  most  conve- 
nient, most  durable  and  most  economical  machir 
that  has  ever  been  made  for  chopping — 

Sausage  and  Mince  Meat,  Tripe,  Suet,  Hash,  Hamburg  St»ek, 
Clams,  Chicken  and  Lobster  for  Salad,  Codfish,  Cocoanut, 
Corn  for  Fritters,  Scrap  Meat  for  Poultry,  etc. 

Does  not  grind  or  shred  the  food,  but  chops  finely,  evenly,  rapidly.  Our  trade- 
mark ENTERPRISE  is  on  every  machine.  Prices:  No.  5,  52.00;  No.  10,  53.00; 
No.  20j  S5.00.  Twenty-three  other  sizes  and  styles,  for  hand  and  power.  Sold  by 
all  hardware  dealers.   Descriptive  catalogue  mailed  free. 

Send  4c  in  stamps  for  the  "ENTERPRISING  HOUSEKEEPER  "—200  recipes. 
THE  ENTERPRISE  MFC.  CO.  OF  PA.,  3d  &  Dauphin  St8.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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The  Food  Question. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  subscribed  for  Fakm- 
i  Poultry  last  spring  for  one  year.  It  caiue 
regularly  until  Aug.  latli,  but  I  haven't 
received  tbat  number.  I  do  not  want  to  miss 
one  number,  as  I  think  it  a  first  class  poultry 
paper. 

I  wish  the  food  question  might  be  talked  of 
more,  particularly  the  best  kind  of  food  to 
buy,  also  the  best  place  to  buy.  The  price  of 
corn  here  is  ninety-five  cents  per  hundred, 
and  the  poorest  kind  of  wheat  $1.10  per  hun- 
dred. This  is  burnt,  musty  wheat,  that  is  not 
tit  to  feed  hens.  Wheat  middlings  are  $1.10 
per  hundred.  I  am  just  beginning  in  the  hen 
business,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  prices  of 
feed  are  high  here,  considering  quality.  I  am 
raising  corn  this  year,  and  a  little  sunflower 
seed.  If  anyone  has  ever  tried  feeding  sun- 
flower seed  I  would  like  to  know  if  they  are 
an  egg  producing  food,  or  are  too  fattening. 
Also,  I  would  like  to  have  someone's  opinion 
in  regard  to  raising  and  feeding  millet,  buck- 
wheat, and  oats. 

I  think  if  we  poultry  raisers  would  give 
each  other  our  experiences  through  F.-P.  we 
might  be  a  great  help  to  each  other. 

1  began  the  poultry  business  the  first  of 
May,  with  forty-seven  hens  and  one  cock.  I 
now  have  one  hundred  and  thirty*  chickens, 
all  hatched  before  the  first  of  July,  and  have- 
sold  twelve  cockerels  to  market.  The  hens' 
eggs  have  paid  for  all  the  food,  and  I  am  just 
$5  ahead  now.  I  don't  know  if  that  is  doing 
well,  or  not.  The  hens  are  a  mixed  lot,  but  I 
intend  to  get  some  good  White  Wyandottes 
and  Barred  P.  Rocks  another  year. 

Masouville,  N.  Y.  A.  L.  B. 

[Another  copy  of  Aug.  loth  number  has 
been  sent;  probably  the  one  regularly  mailed 
failed  to  reach  its  destination.  Now  and  then 
one  goes  astray,  but.  we  send  a  duplicate  copy 
when  notified  that  a  number  hasn't  come. 

The  food  questiou  has  been  discussed  a 
great  deal  in  Fakm-Poultry,  and  the  num- 
bers for  ten  years  back  are  fairly  bristling 
with  it.  You  would  be  helped  by  the  article, 
"Feeding  Fowls  for  Eggs,"  Nov.  15th,  '97, 
number,  and  that  tells  how  we  feed  fowls  on 
our  farm.  Don't  feed  burnt,  musty  wheat  at 
any  price,  not  even  if  it  is  given  to  you.  See 
"  Danger  in  Diseased  Grain,"  page  186,  May 
1st  number;  and  "  Cheap  Food,  Again,"  page 
238,  June  15th  number.  You  will  be  inter- 
ested, too,  in  the  article,  "  Feeding  for  Best 
Results,"  page  222,  June  1st  number.  In 
fact,  there  is  more  discussion  in  our  pages  of 
foods  and  feeding  than  any  other  one  subject, 
and  it  is  all  the  experience  of  F.-P.  readers. 

We  buy  the  best  wheat  we  can  find,  and 
the  last  ton  cost  us  829,  or  $  1.45  per  hundred. 
It  is  No.  1  milling  wheat.  Corn  costs  us 
ninety  cents  a  hundred,  and  wheat  bran 
eighty-two  cents  a  hundred.  A  very  fine 
quality  of  wheat  middlings,  "fancy  mid- 
dlings," costs  us  §19.50  per  ton  —  97J  cents  per 
hundred.  These  prices,  of  course,  fluctuate 
with  the  market,  but  we  buy  the  very  best 
quality  that  we  can  find  always,  and  some- 
times refuse  to  buy  wheat,  or  barley,  or  oats, 
when  we  cannot  find  a  first  class  article,  sub- 
stituting something  else  temporarily. 

Sunflower  seed  must  be  fed  sparingly;  it  is 
very  fattening.  Buckwheat  is  a  good  food, 
and  millet  seed  is  excellent  for  a  scratching 
food,  to  throw  in  the  litter  in  winter. 

You  will  find  the  columns  of  F.-P.  full  of 
personal  experiences,  the  correspondence  and 
experiment  club  columns  being  made  up  of 
those  experiences;  you  are  right  —  they  are 
very  helpful. 

You  have  made  a  good  start,  but  unfor- 
tunately started  late;  if  your  chickens  had 
been  hatched  in  April  and  May  they  would 
have  paid  you  twice  as  well  this  fall  and 
winter.  Give  us  more  of  your  experience. — 
Ed.] 


Arsenite  of  Antimony,  Again. 

Several  subscribers  have  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing the  tablets  representing  one  one-thou- 
sandth of  a  grain  (each)  of  arsenite  of 
antimony,  which  we  recommended  for  rat- 
tling in  the  throat,  in  August  1st  Farm- Poul- 
try. The  tablets  are  listed  by  Otis  Clapp  & 
Sons,  manufacturing  pharmacists,  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  Providence,  R.  I.  Your  local 
druggist  can  obtain  them  for  you  through  his 
jobber.    Show  him  this. 


The  enclosed  letter  was  submitted  to  us  for 
publication  : 

Toungoo,  B.  Burma,  Asia,  July  9, 1S99. 
Des  Moines  Incubator  Co. : 

Sirs  :— Undoubtedly  you  would  like  to  know 
what  success  I  am  having  with  your  machine 
in  this  far  away  laud,  and  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  say  it  is  fine. 

Owing  to  the  intense  heat  I  was  compelled 
to  break  all  rules  set  forth  in  your  boek  of 
directions,  but,  nevertheless,  the  results  were 
always  from  85  to  95  per  cent.  In  our  hot 
season  eggs  will  commence  to  incubate  stand- 
ing on  a  table;  therefore,  instead  of  filling 
the  machine  on  the  start,  I  constantly  added 
the  eggs  as  I  could  get  them.  We  have  very 
few  infertile  eggs  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
The  greatest  difficulty  I  experienced  was  in 
keeping  the  machine  cool  enough;  in  fact,  I 
kept  the  lamp  burning  for  a  few  hours  only 
each  night. 

A  native  brought  me  a  number  of  wild 
fowl  eggs,  aud  through  curiosity,  I  put  them 
in  the  machine,  and  to  my  surprise  got  an  80 
per  cent  hatch.  The  people  here  have  a  very 
queer  idea  of  a  fresh  egg.  With  them  it  is 
fresh  from  a  day  to  six  months  old.  It  may 
even  have  passed  through  a  full  course  of 
incubation,  still  if  it  did  not  hatch,  it  will  sell 
for  a  fresh  egg. 

I  am  now  using  the  machine  for  hatching 
ducks.  By  the  way,  we  have  a  breed  never 
seen  in  the  United  States,  which  are  known 
as  the  Mandarins.  The  drake  is  as  large  as  a 
small  goose,  has  a  red  face  and  comb,  and  is 
rather  ugly  in  disposition.  The  female  also 
has  a  red  face,  but  is  not  much  larger  than 
the  common  duck.  Although  ducks  are 
usually  very  loud,  this  variety  makes  no 
noise,  which  is  an  item  of  interest  to  the 
owners.  The  egg  is  about  the  size  of  a  small 
goose  egg.  They  cross  readily  with  the  com- 
mon ducks,  increase  the  size  about  one-half, 
and  produce  noiseless  ducklings.  These 
fowls  fly  like  wild  ducks,  and  are  as  liable  to 
be  seen  on  the  ridgepole  of  the  house  as  on 
the  ground.  The  flesh  is  said  to  be  especially 
fine,  but  I  cannot  speak  from  experience,  as  I 
admire  mine  too  much  to  use  them  on  the 
table.  Any  one  wishing  to  create  a  sensation 
with  fancy  stock  ought  to  get  a  trio  of  these 
queer  birds. 

Wishing  your  firm  a  prosperous  future,  I 
remain,  sincerely  yours, 

Mrs.  A.  V.  B.  Crumb. 


In  order  for  farmers  to  obtain  the  highest 
price  for  butter,  and  to  make  a  high  grade 
article,  it  is  quite  essential  that  they  have  a 
Cream  Separator.  Some  people  say  "  they 
are  so  high  iu  price  that  we  cannot  afford  to 
buy  one,  as  we  keep  only  three  or  four  cows  ;" 
while  another  class  of  farmers,  who  keep 
their  milk  at  home  only  in  the  spring  and 
fall,  consequently  could  not  afford  to  invest 
iu  a  high  priced  Separator,  which  they  would 
use  only  two  or  three  weeks  during  the  entire 
year.  A  new  Separator  was  placed  on  the 
market  last  spring,  called  the  Aquatic  Cream 
Separator,  and  which  seems  to  meet  this  long 
felt  want,  as  its  price  is  so  low  that  it  comes 
within  reach  of  all.  It  is  made  in  five  sizes, 
very  easy  to  clean  aud  operate,  requires  no 
power  to  run  it,  as  it  operates  on  the  system 
of  reducing  the  viscosity  in  the  milk,  whereby 
the  cream  is  obtained  quickly  and  in  a  smooth 
condition,  free  from  taints,  odors,  etc.  The 
Company  claim  it  is  just  as  practical  for  the 
farmer  who  keeps  one  or  two  cows  as  those 
who  keep  from  ten  to  fifteen.  They  sell  from 
$5  to  $11,  according  to  capacity.  If  you  are 
thinking  of  buying  a  Separator  write  the 
Aquatic  Cream  Separator  Co.,  312  Factory 
Square,  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  aud  ask  them  for 
a  catalogue,  which  is  mailed  to  all  free.  This 
Company  is  establishing  agencies,  and  have 
many  thousands  iu  actual  use. 


How  is  the  new  baby?  Would  you  care  for 
sound,  sensible,  motherly  advice  on  caring 
for  him,  dressing  him  and  feeding  him? 
Valuable  information  is  given  in  the  volume 
on  Health  Topics,  by  Marion  Harland,  which 
is  only  one  of  the  four  handsome  volumes 
comprising  our  free  premium  offer  to  sub- 
scribers. 


NEW  20TH  CENTURY 

CREAM  SEPARATORS 

SEPTEMBER  FIRST  marked  the  introduction  of  the 
new  and  improved  20th  CENTURY"  "Baby"  or 
' '  Dairy"  sizes  of  De  Laval  Cream  Separators.  These 
improvements  denote  another  great  advance  in  cream 
separator  construction  and  efficiency,  materially  increase 
capacities,  and  render  the  new  --Alpha"  disc  machines 
simply  unapproachable  by  anything  else  in  the  shape  of  a 
cream  separator,  either  in  efficiency,  mechanical  con- 
struction or  practical  cheapness.  Overwhelming  as  has 
been  the  conceded  superiority  of  the  De  Laval  machines 
heretofore  their  standard  is  now  raised  still  higher  and 
they  are  more  than  ever  placed  in  a  class  by  themselves  as 
regards  all  possible  competition.  No  effort  nor  expense  has 
been  spared  to  make  the  new  20th  CENTURY  De  Laval 
machines  literally  perfect  separators — machines  for  every- 
body, that  nobody  can  criticise  and  nobody  ask  for  any- 
thing better  or  cheaper. 

Send  for  "New  Century"  catalogue. 

The  De  Laval  Separator  Co. 


Western  Offices: 
Randolph  &  Canal  Sts. 
CHICAGO. 


General  Offices: 
74  cortlandt  street, 
NEW  YORK. 


Branch  Offices: 
1102  Arch  Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


-  FISHERS  ISLAND  FARM  - 

We  have  several  hundred  extra  fine  Cockerels  bred  from  our  best  birds,  which  won  many  prizes  for  us 
last  season. 

Barred,  White  and  Buff  Plymouth  Rocks  ;  Cornish  and  White  Indian  Games ; 
Pekin  Ducks  ;    Ring  Neck  Pheasants  ;   Bronze  Turkeys,  and  Belgian  Hares. 

Write  for  Free  Catalogue. 

We  won  more  than  two-thirds  of  all  prizes  competed  for  bv  us  ;it  New  York,  Boston,  and  Hagerstown  last 
season.  E.  M.  &  W.  FERGUSON,  Proprielors, 

Via  New  London,  Conn.  Fishers  Island,  N.  Y. 

You  Do  and  You  Don't! 

WANT 


®     ®  *3 

You  do  want 
every  day,  a 
nestf  ul  of  eggs 
from  Septem- 
ber to  April, 
when  they  will 
command  the 
highest  prices 
per  dozen  in 
the  large  mar- 
kets and  are  in 
great  demand. 


»:«    ®  ® 

You  don't 
want  your 
hens  to  lay 
much  from 
May  to  Sept. 
when  3ggs  sell 
for  only  about 
what  it  costs 
to  raise  them. 
Your  hens  bet- 
ter rest  until 
fall  or  winter. 


Getting  eggs  when  you  want  them  is  a  matter  of  choice.  You  can  have 
them  or  not.  It  depends  wholly  upon  the  care,  feeding  and  management. 
Four  essentials  are  absolutely   necessary   to   succeed,  as  follows :  — 

1st.      Hatch  your  chickens  in  the  months  of  March,  April  and  May. 

2nd.    Keep  them  growing  so  the  pullets  will  mature  early  and  lay  by  Oct. 

3rd.    Help  your  hens  over  the  molting  season,  so  that  all  will  lay  early. 

4th.    Follow  the  example  of  successful  Poultry-raisers,  who  by  the  use  of 

Sheridan's  Condition  Powder 

in  the  mash  food,  as  directed,  are  doing  all  of  the  above,  and  increasing  their 
profits  yearly.  It  is  a  powerful  food  digestive.  Therefore  no  matter  what 
foods  you  use  in  the  mash,  mix  with  it  daily,  Sheridan's  Powder;  it  assures 
perfect  assimilation  of  the  food  elements  needed  to  form  new  plumage;  to 
make  pullets  mature  early;   to  make  hens  lay  when  you  want  eggs. 

Sold  by  Druggists,  Grocers  and  Feed  Dealers,  or  sent  by  mail.  Large  cans  most  economical  to  buy. 

If  You  Can't  Get  it  Near  Home,  Send  to  Us,    Ask  First. 

"We  send  one  pack,  25  cts:  five.gl.OO,  A  two-pound  can,  $1. 20;  Six,  #5.00.  Express  paid.  Sample 
•opy  "beat  Poultry  paper'' sent  free,     I,  a.  JOHisSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


ft 


Poultry  Raising  on  the  Farm 


99 


If  you  have  anything  to  sell 
Advertise,  and  do  it  well; 
Be  original  and  up  to  date; 
Success  will  follow  sure  as  fate. 

—  Printers''  Int. 


Poultry  and  Incubators  on  the  Farm,"  "Feeding  Specially 
for  Eggs,"  "Raising  Broilers  for  Market,"  Successful  Egg 
Farming,"  "Capons  for  Profit,"  "The  Pekin  Duck  Industry," 
&c,  are  a  few  of  the  many  good  things  contained  in  our 

20IM  CENTURY  POULTRY  BOOK. 

It  is  undeniably  the  best  work  of  its  character  ever  published.  Among  other  things  it  treats  of  the  lateBt 
improvements  in  the  world  famous  Reliable  Incubator*  and  Brooders  which  are  U9ed  all  o^er  the 

£naXs™n^e^  Reliable  Incb.  %  Brooder  Co.  Bon  A-169, Qulncy.ill. 
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Fa  rm>  Poultry 


October  lg 


Fowl  Hits. 


"  I  see  by  the  papers,"  remarked  au  old  lien 

To  her  cluster  of  down  covered  rovers, 
"That  they  boast  of  a  Mr.  Delmoni'co,  who. 

Last  evening, '  laid  ninety  covers.' 
That's  a  pretty  good  lay  in  a  night,  to  be  sure. 

But  I'll  warrant  the  whole  season  thro,' 
That  'tis  not  only  two  hundred  covers  I've  laid. 

But  I've  laid  the  ingredients,  too."— Exchange. 


Customer  (entering  poultry  shop)  —  "I 
would  like  to  look  at  a  big  fat  goose." 

Small  boy—'-  All  right,  sir;  father  will  be 
down  in  a  few  moments." — Ex. 


"  What's  the  matter  between  you  and  your 
neighbor?"  asked  the  judge. 

"  I  cultivate  a  garden,  and  lie  keeps  hens." 

"  Sentence  suspended.  I  live  in  the  suburbs 
myself."— Exchange. 


Old  Lady  (to  grocer's  boy) :  "  Be  them 
eggs  on  the  counter  fresh  ?  "  Boy:  "Yes'm." 
'*  How  long  have  they  been  laid?"  "Not 
very  long,  ma'am.  I  laid  'em  there  myself 
less  than  half  an  hour  ago." — Gossip. 


"My  dear,  why  are  the  eggs  always  hard  at 
breakfast,  now?  "  asked  Mr.  Snaggs.  "  They 
must  be  eggs  of  the  new  hens,"  replied 
Mrs.  Snaggs,  thoughtfully.  "  The  new  hens? 
Why  should  their  eggs  be  hard?"  "They 
are  Plymouth  Rocks,  you  know."—  Union 
Signal. 


Suburban— (proudly) :  "  Well,  sir,  I  made 
over  fifty  dollars  on  hens  this  summer." 
Townley  (who  lives  in  a  flat)  :  "  How?" 
Suburban  (joyously) :  "By  not  keeping  any." 
— Exchange. 


Mine  eyes  have  seen  the  gobbler  lose  his 
cranium  in  the  dark,  a  prehistoric  turkey  that 
came  over  in  the  ark,  the  boarders  break  their 
molars  as  they  chew  the  patriarch,  but  their 
bills  go  marching  on. — Lincoln  Journal. 


At  some  time  or  other  every  man  has  looked 
upon  a  hen  as  a  stupid  fowl,  and  some  time 
or  other  has  been  set  back  by  seeing  her  dodge 
brickbats  as  long  as  he  could  throw. — Detroit 
Free  Press. 


A  poultry  authority  says  that  "  chickens 
should  have  an  ample  range."  It  depends 
upon  the  number  of  chickens,  A  little  chicken 
will  broil  pretty  well  over  a  very  small  stove. 
— New  York  Herald. 


"  If  you  don't  behave  yourself,  I'll  lock  you 
up  in  the  chicken  house,"  said  a  Galveston 
mother  to  her  bad  little  boy.  "  You  may  lock 
me  up  in  the  chicken  house  as  much  as  you 
please,  but  I  won't  lay  eggs;  no,  indeed,  I 
won't." — Galveston  Neies. 


Justice — "  You  are  charged  with  stealing 
Colonel  Julep's  chickens.  Have  you  any  wit- 
nesses?" Uncle  Mose— "  I  heb  not.  I  don't 
steal  chickens  befo'  witnesses." —  Amusing 
Journal. 


He— Miss  Kitty,  I've  heard  it  said  that  a  kiss 
without  a  mustache  is  like  an  egg  without 
salt.   Is  that  so? 

She; — Well,  really,  I  don't  know  —  I  can't 
tell  —  for  in  my  life  I  never  — 

He  —  Now,  now,  Miss  Kitty. 

She  —  Never  ate  an  egg  without  salt.  — 
Woonsocket  Reporter. 


Mental  arithmetic :  Sam  Johnsing  was  up 
before  the  justice  the  other  day.  The  justice 
told  him  that  telling  the  whole  truth  about 
the  matter  would  be  regarded  as  a  mitigating 
circumstance.  Sam  said  he  would  tell  the 
truth. 

"  Well,  then,  how  many  chickens  did  you 
steal?" 
"  Only  five,  jedge." 

"  Are  you  sure,  Sam,  that  you  didn't  have 
more?"  » 

"  Yes,  sah ;  I  know  dar  was  only  five, 
because  I  counted  'em.  Dar  was  three  layin' 
hens,  four  roosters  and  two  pullets." — Texas 
liftings. 


FOR  ROOFS  AND  ALL  EXPOSED  SURFACES, 
IT  IS  ABSOLUTELY  WITHOUT  AN  EQUAL. 


JOSEPH  DIXON  CRUCIBLE  CO.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 


The  best  paint  for  covering  Neponset 
Booting  Taper.  It  will  pay  you  to  send 
lor  circulars  and  prices. 


IN 


Having  mated  my  best  stock  of  the  followlne 
breeds:  Rhode  Island  Beds,  single  or  double  comb' 
Barred  Plymouth  Bocks,  Felch  strain:  While  I'hm- 
outh  Bocks,  Hawkins  strain;  "While  W  vandoile! 
Duston  strain;  Gold  and  Silver Vt  yaudottes",  Hawkins 
andJodrey  strain.  Eggs  SI  per"ia;  incubaior  eees 
$3.50  per  hundred.  Have  a  fine  lot  of  White  W  yan- 
dotte cockerels  at  S2  each. 

HENRY  A.  HOtCOMB,  New  Bedford,  Maes. 

PEEP-O'-DAY 


know  that  cleanliness  and  comfort  in  the  hen 
house  are  essential  to  success.  Care  costs  mon- 
ey, but  it  also  makes  money.   Believing  that 
poultry  men  and  women  will  appreciate  something 
whiter,  cleaner,  more  lasting  and  more  sanitary 
than  ordinary  white  wash  in  the  hen  house,  we 
recommend  for  such  use  our 

ESTINE 

WEATHER  PROOF  COID  WATER  PAINT. 

Just  mix  the  powder  with  cold  water.  It  improves  the  appearance  and  adds  to 
the  durability  of  everything  to  which  it  is  applied.  It  won't  burn,  blister,  crack,  scale  or  wash 
off  by  action  of  the  weather.  It  is  of  special  value  in  painting  poultry  houses,  barns,  dairy  build- 
ings, cow  sheds,lawn  and  farm  fences,  etc.  Made  in  a  non-fading  white  and  sixteen  shades  of  color. 

Asbestine  Costs  75  per  cent  Less  Than  Oil  Paints  KSSIb^ 

Send  for  price  list  L,  tint  card  and  booklet  "Progression"— giving  handsome  picture  and  description 
of  the  largestdepot  in  the  world.   Ail  mailed  FREE. 

JOSEPH  BRECK  &  SONS,  Dealers  In  all  kinds  of  Poultry  Supplies,  BOSTON,  MASS. 


Poultry  People  PortaJ*  Poul^»S; 


BIGGLE  BOOKS 

A  Farm  Library  of  unequalled  value— Practical, 
Up-to-date,  Concise  and  Comprehensive— Hand- 
somely Printed  and  Beautifully  Illustrated. 

By  JACOB  BIGGLE 

No.  1— BIGGLE  HORSE  BOOK 

All  about  Horses — a  Common-Sense  Treatise,  with  over 
74  illustrations  ;  a  standard  work.    Price  50  Cents 

No.  2— BIGGLE  BERRY  BOOK 

All  about  growing  Small  Fruits— read  and  learn  how  ; 
contains  43  colored  life-like  reproductions  of  all  leading 
varieties  and  100  other  illustrations.   Price  50  Cents. 
No.  3— BIGGLE  POULTRY  BOOK 

All  about  Poultry  ;  the  best  Poultry  Book  in  existence  ; 
tells  everything  ;  with23  colored  life-like  reproductions 
of  all  the  principal  breeds;  with  103  other  illustrations. 
Price,  50  Cents. 

No.  4 — BIGGLE  COW  BOOK 

All  about  Cows  and  the  Dairy  Business  ;  having  a  great 
sale;  contains  8  colored  life-like  reproductions  of  each 
breed,  with  132  other  illustrations.   Price  50  Cents. 

No.  5— BIGGLB  SWINE  BOOK 

Just  out.  All  about  Hogs— Breeding,  Feeding,  Butch- 
ery, Diseases,  etc.  Contains  over  80  beautiful  half- 
tones and  other  engravings.  Price,  50  Cents. 
The  BIGGLE  BOOKS  are  unique,original,useful— you  never 
saw  anything  like  them— so  practical,  so  sensible.  They 
are  having  an  enormous  sale— East,  West,  North  and 
South.  Every  one  who  keeps  a  Horse,  Cow,  Hog  ot 
Chicken,  or  grows  Small  Fruits,  ought  to  .send  right 
away  for  the  BIGGLE  BOOKS.  The 

FARM  JOURNAL 

Is  your  paper,  made  for  you  and  not  a  misfit.  It  is  22  years 
old  ;  it  is  the  great  boiled-down,  hit-the-nail-on  the  head  — 
quit-after-you-have-said-it,  Farm  and  Housenold  paper  C 
the  world-the  biggest  paper  ofits  size  in  rte  United  States 
of  America-having  over  a  million  and  a-half  regular  readers? 

Any  ONE  of  the  BIGGLE  BOOKS,  and  the  FARM  JOURNAL 

toV^S^^tSklt^LLT,1^ 1902  and  ^  ~in  be  ^  *y 

Sample  of  FARM  JOURNAL  and  circular  describing  BIGGLE  BOOKS  free. 


WII.MER  ATKINSON. 
CHAS.  F.  JENKINS. 


Address 


FARM  JOURNAL 

Philadelphia 


pAT'D.  JAN. 4.1898. 


NO  MATTER 

HOW  COLD  IT  GETS 

...   It  must  bl  A\%&i%^»^$rtggom  cold,,  congestion, 

The  *5^Lh»M  Brooder. 


diarrhoea,  etc. 


_  kind  on 
and  dis- 


IT  IS  KNOWN  BY  ITS  WORK 

It  is  simple  and  effective  in  construction  and**  it=  „^„    ~  "«"•«• 
the  market.  The  secret  of  its  great  succe«  ii^  Is  -the  Tery  best  article  of  the 

tnbution  of  heat.  It  is  double  floored  which  nrevinJ? ,  ctlTe  and  Perfect  radiation 
chicks.    Is  in  no  way  influenced  by  sudden  cham.I^  tf,        ^  cold  feet— warm  feet  means  warm 
tilation, affording  always  plenty  of  fresh  warm  air    R^pera?1.re-  u  is  s™Ple  and  perfect  in  ven- 

  the  minimifm^r °t    1-  P,erfect  construction  it  requires 

me  minimum  of  fuelin  heating. 

fnd'lb^rin«l>1'0Cdfr,0t  a°y >ind  antil  y°"  h»™         <*"  Illustrated 

J.  A.  BENNETT  &  SONS. 

Box  F.  P.      Couverneur,  N.  Y. 


This  is  what  Michael  K.  Boyer,  the  greatest  living 
^authority  od  artificial  incubation,  says  ot  the  t'ham- 
.  pion  Brooder  in  the  May  issue  of  "A  Few  Hens" : 

"The Champion  Broodermanufactured  by  J.A.Ben- 
r   iett  &  Sons,  IB  giving  the  very  best  satisfaction  and 
aftera  fair  trial  safeiy  recommend  it.  At$5.itisthe 
cheayestand  bestof  the  good  brooderson  the  market." 


Well  made  and  painted 
handsome  in  appearance' 
Two  parts:  .Scratching 
Sln-d.  Boosting  and  Lay. 
ing  Room.  Easily  moved. 
A  dozen  Hens  will  do  well  in 
this  House  the  year  round. 

Shipped  in  sections, 
weight  250  lbs.,  easily  put 
together.  Price  $12.00. 
Catalogue  of  Peep  O'Day 
Incubators,  Brooders  and 
Special/i™  FREE, 
v..  T.  Hodgion.Box  25  Dover.Maai 


GOLDTHWAITE'S 

Continental 


Poultry 
Food 


A  balanced  ration,  composed  of  six  kinds  of  grain, 
Meat  and  Fish  meal. 

PRICE,  S1.50  PER  HUNDRED  I.BS. 

GREEN  CUT  BEEF  BONE, 

Price  2$  cts.  per  lb.;  lots  of  100  lbs.,  $2.  Grain  and 
Poultry  Supplies  of  all  kinds.  Samples  free. 

E.  H.  DOBLE  &  CO., 

West  Quincy,  Mass. 


'    TJie  . 

Sanitary 

Poultry 

Drinking 

Fountain 


CLEANED  AND  FILLED 
in  a  Minute. 

The  latest,  cheapest  and  oest. 
See  the  name.  Just  what  you 
want.  Any  poultry  supply 
dealer  —  or  direct  from 

.      ATSATT  BROS., 
Mattapoisett,  Mass. 

Send  for  Circulars. 


Linden 
Poultry  Yards. 


We  have  fine  flocks  of 

BUFF  COCHIN 

 AND  

BUFF  ROCK 

Chicks  growing:  up  to  meet  the  demands  of 
the  fall  trade.  Prices  will  be  reasonable. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  send  you  our  circular,  and  to 
answer  correspondence  if  you  mean  business. 

C.  B.  CROWELL, 

Brattleboro,  Vt. 
I  I  TP  Clover  100  lbs-  ti.sts  wo  .us  »z.w 

\S  U    I    CO.  Shells,  ton  $6.50   100  lbs  $1.00 

M.  C.  Grit,  ton  $1.00;  100  lb.$1.00  I  Pure  Beef  4  Bone,  100  lbs.  $2.00 

Cracker  Crumbs,  100  lbs  $1.50  I  M.  C.  DustSand,  JS-ton..„$2.00 

For  sale  after  Oct.  l.Blk  L>gsh'frs,Bd.  Ply.  Rocks,  White  Wyandottes 
Pekin  Ducks  and  Pit  Games,  Cock'ls  $2.50;  pair  $4.00;  trio  $5.00. 

CLEVELAND  POULTRY  CO.  Plattsburg.  K.Y. 

EGGS!  EGGS  I 

If  you  wish  to  obtain  good  results,  place  your  order 
for  eggs  for  hatching  with  the  Kiverview  Poultry 
Yards,  T.  H.  Campbell,  prop.,  Laurel  Street 
Ellsworth,  Maiue.  The  yards  contain:  Plymouth 
Rocks,  Wyandottes.  and  Leghorns  of  all  kinds,  Light 
Brahmas,  White  Sherwoods,  White  Wonders,  and  E. 
C.  Black  Minorcas.  "Birds  all  takeu  many  prizes," 
I  have  also  tine  peDs  of  Brown,  \\  bite  and  Buff  Leg- 
horns, While  Wyandottes,  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 
and  Light  Brahmas,  that  I  will  sell  at  a  reasonable 
figure  considering  the  slock.  Now  is  your  chance 
to  obtain  good  stock. 

T.H.CAMPBELL,  Box  221,  Ellsworth. Me. 


#  POULTRY  5UPPLIE5'* 


We  carry  in  stock  everything  which  goes  | 
to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
poultry  yard  and  make  poul- 
try more  profitable. 
All  kinds  of  prepared  foods,  grit, 
Insecticides,  Ac. 
A   complete  line  of  appliances,  bone  I 
cutters,  Incubators,  clover  cut- 
ters, drinking  fountains,  *fce« 

Cut  Clover  Hay* 

Best  second  crop  clover,  ready  to  feed,  | 
$1 .75  per  1 00  lb.  Sack. 

"Write  for  "what  you  want — we  have  It 
Free  illustrated  catalogue  upon  request.  | 

HARVEY  SEED  CO., 
19  Ellicott  Street,  BUFFALO,  N.  Y  | 
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